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NOTES FROM THE POTOMAC 
John Stierna 

Feds Return to Work: Federal employees have returned to work after a 16-day furlough. News 
reports have covered much of the shutdown and the deal that allowed the re-opening of the 
Federal government. The bill, H.R.2775, passed by both the House and Senate late on October
16th, was signed by the President just after midnight in the early minutes of October 17th, and 
became PL 113-46. NRCS is among the many Federal agencies trying to catch up on the 
workload that was left to pile up during the shutdown. Furloughed employees will still receive 
their pay at the same rate as what would have been the case had appropriated funds been
available.  

Under the continuing resolution (CR) that allowed reopening of the government, NRCS will have
appropriations for FY 2014 the same as for FY 2013, coupled with the reductions specified in 
the sequester. Despite the tight budget and the challenges it presents, at this time NRCS is not 
expected to furlough any employees. 

The continuing resolution provided the Forest Service an additional $600 million for “urgent
wildland fire suppression” work, conditioned that other fire-fighting funds have been exhausted. 
It also allows repaying other accounts previously used to cover fire-fighting activities. The CR is 
silent on funding for restoration work. 

Farm Bill Conference: On Saturday, October 12th, the House named 29 representatives to 
serve on the conference committee to meet with 12 Senate conferees to resolve the differences 
in the farm bills passed by the two chambers. (Note: A full list of House and Senate conferees is 
provided at the end of this article.) Representative Lucas from Oklahoma, Chair of the House 
Agriculture Committee, will serve as chair of the conference committee. The initial meeting of 
the conference committee will be Wednesday, October 30th. Members will be able to make
public statements and express their priorities. 

The major differences that need to be worked out by the conference committee are:  

 Retention of permanent law 
 Overall level of funding (or savings)  
 Nutrition aid (requirements and funding, period of reauthorization) 
 Dairy (supply management)  
 Commodity program structure (target prices, shallow loss, and related)  
 Crop insurance (income limits, conservation compliance)  
 Food aid abroad (US food aid or aid to local farmers) 

Conservation Compliance: Current conservation compliance would remain, but the Senate bill 
adds the crop insurance premium subsidy among the USDA program benefits that a producer
would lose by failing to comply with basic conservation requirements for highly erodible land
and wetlands. Most conservation groups argue that the link to crop insurance premium
assistance is critical since the pending bills repeal the commodity provision called “direct 
payments” that currently is the major USDA benefit linked to compliance. Less than one percent 
of producers would be newly affected with compliance being linked to crop insurance premium 
assistance, yet it would help protect millions of acres of cropland and wetlands currently 
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covered that would no longer be included as direct payments are repealed. “Sodsaver” is a provision that would reduce the 
crop insurance premium subsidy for 4 years on native sod lands that have been broken out for crop production. The issue 
for the conference is whether the Sodsaver provision would be nationwide or limited to the Prairie Pothole Area. 
Conservation groups are urging that the provision be nationwide.  

After the conference finishes its work, the revised bill must be passed by both chambers prior to it going to the White House 
for the President’s signature. Some observers suggest that any bill resulting from the farm bill conference has a better 
chance of passing both Chambers if it is attached to some other “must pass” legislation, rather than as a stand-alone bill. 
Because of the budget savings the farm bill provides, it is possible that the completed farm bill may be incorporated into the 
joint budget committee proposal required to be completed by mid-December. 

Soil Health: NRCS has been releasing several short videos concerning profiles in soil health. The latest one demonstrates 
how New Mexico farmer Loretta Sandoval uses cover crops to promote soil health and break insect cycles. Go to 
www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Water Resources Bill: The House passed the bipartisan Water Resources Reform and Development bill that would 
authorize the US Army Corps of Engineers to maintain ports and waterways and work on flood prevention projects. The 
vote was 417 to 3. The legislation aims to speed up the approval process for these projects, including by streamlining 
environmental reviews. Since the Senate has passed a similar bill earlier, the bill now goes to conference. 

Dakota Blizzard: USDA is having a special signup for the NRCS EQIP program to help mitigate the impact of the early 
winter Dakota blizzard. It will help producers dispose of livestock carcasses, replace destroyed fencing, and rebuild 
shelterbelts and other conservation practices that were damaged by the storm. Also, Undersecretary for Farm and Foreign 
Agricultural Services Michael Scuse, asked producers to document their livestock losses for the possibility of FSA’s 
Livestock Disaster Assistance program to be applied retroactively when the farm bill is finally enacted. 

Listing of Farm Bill Conferees: Here is a full list of the conferees. If your Representative or Senator is among the 
conferees, you may wish to contact them to express your priorities. 

House of Representatives 
REPUBLICANS 

House Committee on Agriculture 
Rep. Frank D. Lucas, R-Okla., chairman 
Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa  
Rep. Randy Neugebauer, R-Texas  
Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala.  
Rep. K. Michael Conaway, R-Texas  
Rep. Glenn Thompson, R-Pa. 

Rep. Austin Scott, R-Ga.  
Rep. Rick Crawford, R-Ariz.  
Rep. Martha Roby, R-Ala.  
Rep. Kristi Noem, R-S.D.  
Rep. Jeff Denham, R-Calif.  
Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Ill.  

Leadership: Rep. Steve Southerland, R-Fla. 

House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Rep. Ed Royce, R-Calif., chairman Rep. Tom Marino, R-Pa. 

House Ways & Means Committee 
Rep. Dave Camp, R-Mich., chairman  Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Texas  

DEMOCRATS 
House Committee on Agriculture 

Rep. Collin Peterson, D-Minn., ranking mbr. 
Rep. Jim Costa, D-Calif. 
Rep. Kurt Schrader, D-Ore.  
Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash.  
Rep. Filemon Vela, D-Texas 

Rep. Mike McIntyre, D-N.C. 
Rep. Tim Walz, D-Minn.  
Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass.  
Rep. Gloria Negrete McLeod, D-Calif.  
 

Leadership: Rep. Marcia Fudge, D-Ohio 

House Foreign Affairs Committee: Rep. Eliot Engel, D-N.Y., ranking member  

House Ways & Means Committee: Rep. Sandy Levin, D-Mich., ranking member  

Senate 
DEMOCRATS 

Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich., Senate 
Agriculture Committee chairman 
Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa 

Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio 
Sen. Michael Bennet, D-Colo. 
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont. 
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Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn. Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt 
REPUBLICANS 

Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., Senate Agriculture 
Committee ranking member 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga. 

Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D. 
Sen. John Boozman, R-Ariz. 
Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan. 

Affordable Care Act: Based on a request from a retiree, the following 
information is provided concerning the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which is 
also known as Obamacare. 

Despite some of the well-publicized problems with the Federal government 
website during the application process, there is a substantial amount of 
information readily available on the website prior to actually applying. Go to 
www.healthcare.gov. Instead of clicking APPLY NOW , select the SEE 
PLANS NOW button or go to the various menus at the bottom of the page. 
Most conservation service retirees will find answers to most questions 
easily and quickly. Note that state websites for ACA do not seem to have 
the problems hindering the Federal website. The vast majority of Federal 
retirees already have health insurance, such as under the Federal Employee Health Benefit Program, so there is no need 
for them to apply under the new law. An explanation is available at www.opm.gov/healthcare-insurance/changes-in-health-
coverage/. However, the ACA provides some added rights and protections. For more information, go to 
www.healthcare.gov/if-you-have-health-insurance. 

Medicare: The official Affordable Care Act website also provides this guidance to Medicare participants:  

“Medicare isn’t part of the Health Insurance Marketplace, so if you have Medicare you don’t need to do anything. You’re 
considered covered under the health care law. You shouldn’t enroll in a Marketplace insurance plan.” 

However, Medicare benefits have expanded under the health care law to insure free preventive benefits, cancer screening, 
and an annual wellness visit. For more information about Medicare coverage and choices go to www.medicare.gov. 

 

Note: A new Web Master is still needed for the ARCSE web site. If you have web publishing skills and 
would like to help support a very worthwhile organization, please contact any of the following people 
who can provide more information. If you think that you, or another member, or a soon-to-be-retiree 
might be interested, please take a look at the web site, www.arcse.org, to get a feel for its content and 
depth of the site.  

Warren Lee, wandblee@comcast.net, Ron Marlow, arcse@cox.net,  
Jerry Bernard, jbernard.nrcsret@gmail.com 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Warren M. Lee, wandblee@comcast.net 

“Not much to learn from the second kick of a mule,” a quote from Senator McConnell of Kentucky, kind of sums up 
Congress over the last few weeks since the government was shut down. Thankfully, we didn’t go over the fiscal cliff, and the 
government is back in operation.  

Although the thousands of federal employees that were furloughed will receive back pay, the stress caused by the unknown 
takes its toll. I feel sorry for the many small businesses that depend on earnings from this peak season for maintaining their 
livelihood throughout the year. Barb and I were in Maine at the time of the shutdown along with several former colleagues. 
The Acadia National Park closed on October 1st. Each day two cruise ships with some 3,000 passengers come into that port 
with the primary tourist destination being the Park. The town was so crowded that you could hardly move around, and the 
folks were not happy. Fortunately, we were able to enjoy the Park before the shutdown. It’s a beautiful area and the lobsters 
were delicious. 

We continue to hear good things about using the electronic format for our newsletter. It has allowed us to incorporated 
many more pictures and reduce postage costs. Although we have made great strides in balancing our budget, we are still in 
a deficit. Two suggestions have risen as ways to reduce our costs even farther: (1) do not include pictures in the printed 
version of the newsletter. The number of pages, and thus cost, of the printed newsletter goes up significantly when we add 
pictures, but has minimal impact in the electronic version. (2) Publish the newsletter 4 times a year instead of 6 times. This 



option re
is to satis

A BIT 
Douglas
Email: d

One of m
SCS or 
Connect
the McK
years in 

This pas
program
they illus

Objectio
at the O
conserva

Others b
pay. Thi
Reagan’
case for 
governm

Tom Wic
doing ma

N
c
g
f
 
I 
b
S
h

Notice th
was ofte
the 50%
Wicker a
and that
impound
landscap
free dow

http://www

ARCSE Ne

educes our co
sfy you, our 

OF HIST
s Helms, Hi
douglas_he

my sisters, a 
NRCS. Rec
icut River wi

Kays’ pond, w
conservation

ssage trigger
. In some w

strate how pe

ns to technic
Office of Man
ation practice

believed that 
s is illustrate
’s proposed 
funding. Ac

ment should n

cker, column
ade the tradit

Nearly 20 yea
constructive a
guarded again
family and frie

bought the la
bass, bluegills
Soil Conserva
he had set ou

hat Wicker p
en the case, 

% cost-share 
agreed on th
t SCS contri
dments and 
pe. The NRC

wnload at: 

w.aces.edu/dept/

ewsletter, Vol. 4

osts, but also
members. Le

ORY 
istorian 
elms@verizo

former high 
ently she re
th a friend. A

which was de
n, I’d learned

red my thinki
ays ponds a

eople differ in

cal and finan
agement and
es, rather tha

government
ed by a stor
budget prov

ccording to B
not be funding

nist for the N
tional case fo

ars ago in Rap
act of my life. 
nst drought, b
ends--not to m

and and put u
s and channe
ation Service, 
ut to predict th

paid the full 
although so
or a lesser 

he quality of
buted mighti
left an end

CS Ponds H

/fisheries/aquac

 

ARCS
Ron Mar

Special N

Since the
two ema
arscse@
addresse

40, No. 6  

o lessens ou
et your Vice-

on.net  

“The si

school Engli
ad Two Coo

Along the wa
esigned by T
 nobody des

ng about att
are a crucible
n their conce

cial assistan
d Budget, th

an on ponds. 

t should not 
ry I heard S
vided no fund
Block, the Pr
g farm pond 

New York Tim
or the multipl

ppahannock C
The pond imp

beautified a ba
mention habita

up the constru
el catfish (to e

designed the
he shoreline o

cost of cons
ome landown

percentage
f the technic
ily to the de

during legacy
Handbook is 

culture/docs/AgH

E Repres
rlow, Secre

Note from Ro

e Association
ail addresse

@cox.net will
ed to arcse@

Page 4 o

r ability to ke
Presidents o

ingle most c

ish teacher, 
ots in a Can
ay they spent
Tim, an NRC
igned a bette

itudes towar
e for the con
ptions of con

ce for ponds
hought the as

They often b

pay part of 
ecretary Joh
ding for mos
resident was
construction

mes, commen
le benefits of

County, Virgin
proved worn-
arren little val
at for a beave

uction money.
stablish a nat
e dam so well
of what he cal

struction. Thi
ners received
. Morine and

cal assistanc
sign of wate
y across th
available fo

Handbook.pdf.

sentatives
etary-Treasu

on Marlow, S

n of Retired 
es have be
l no longer 

@cox.net. 

of 35 (email versi

eep our mem
r me know o

constructive

is an avid re
noe, a remin
t a night with

CS employee
er pond than 

rd federal ass
ntentious attit
nservation. 

s took severa
ssistance sh
believed recr

the cost of f
hn Block te
st SCS activi
s familiar with
 for landown

nted on the c
f farm ponds

nia, I built a fo
out land and 
lley and provi
er, then an en

. The state of 
tural cycle). E
l that the wate
lled a ''water i

s 
d 
d 
e 

er 
e 

or 

s Report
urer 

ecretary Tre

Conservation
een maintain

be maintai

ion) 

mbership curre
of your though

e act of my li

eader who ale
iscence by 

h Tim and B
e. Later Mor
 the Soil Con

sistance for 
tudes about 

al forms. Con
ould be targ

reation, not c

farm ponds e
ll at a Scien
ities, Block w
h the financi

ners. 

cuts proposed
. He wrote in

our-acre pond
gave it a new
ided immeasu

ndangered sp

f Virginia stoc
Eddie Woods
er eventually 
impoundment

T

asurer: 

n Service Em
ned. Beginn
ined. All fut

Novemb

ent with more
hts on this m

ife.” 

erts me whe
David E. Mo

Betsy McKay
ine wrote, “I 
nservation Se

pond-buildin
government

nservation po
geted to critic
conservation,

especially if 
nce Day eve
went to the W
ial assistanc

d by the Rea
n the Decemb

d--perhaps th
w ecology, sto
urable recrea
ecies in Virgin

cked the pond
s, the district a
rose precisel
t.'' 

The NRCS Pon

mployees ch
ning Decem
ture email to

ber/Decembe

e timely infor
matter. 

n she reads 
orine of a c
y in Vermont

wasn’t surp
ervice.” 

ng as part of 
t assistance 

olicy analysts
cal areas an
, was the ma

the landown
ent. In 1985 
White House

ce for ponds 

agan Adminis
ber 20, 1985

e single most
opped erosion
ational values 
nia. 

d with largemo
agent for the 
ly to the little r

nds Handbook

anged its na
mber 1, 201
o the Assoc

r 2013 
rmation. Our 

something a
canoe trip on
. Morine adm

prised. During

the conserv
for conserva

s, including t
d spent on o

ain objective.

ners were ab
when Presi

e to plead S
and though

stration and 
, issue: 

t 
n, 
for my 

outh 
Federal 
red flags 

k

ame in July 2
13, the add
ciation should

goal 

about 
n the 
mired 
g my 

ation 
ation; 

hose 
other 

ble to 
dent 
CS’s 
t the 

in so 

2009, 
dress 
d be 



ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 40, No. 6   November/December 2013 

Page 5 of 35 (email version) 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Member    $18 per year 
Affiliate    $18 per year 
Life (One–time payment) 
  Age 64 or younger $250 
  Age 65 thru 74 $200 
  Age 75 or older $125 

MEMBERSHIP 
Ron Marlow, Secretary-Treasurer 

The following are New ARCSE Members: 

Holy, Doug DC 
Green, Allen CO 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
The following members of ARCSE have celebrated or will 
be celebrating their 91st birthdays by the end of 2013. With 
this milestone, each of these members becomes an 
Honorary Member. As an Honorary Member, no dues are 
required for calendar year 2014 and thereafter. 

Last 
Name 

First 
Name 

State 
 Last 

Name 
First 
Name 

State

Alexander Edward L TX  Kirby Robert M NC
Boecking Robert H CO  Kracht B Harold IN
Brooks David C OH  McManus Kenneth G AZ 
Dugan William L OR  Olson Robert J WA
Hicks Jesse L TN  Pope A. Wayne  SD 
Holeman John N FL     

 

2014 Dues Notice 
Members receiving the newsletter by hard copy: A dues 
notice is included with the hard copy newsletter (blue 
page insert). Please follow the instructions on the notice 
concerning the address label information to determine if 
your dues are due. 

Members receiving the electronic newsletter: A dues 
notice is not included with the electronic newsletter. 
Members receiving the electronic newsletter whose 
dues are due will receive a separate email from 
ARCSE with a dues notice attached (WATCH FOR IT). 
Life members and members who have already paid their 
2014 dues will not receive the email transmitting a dues 
notice. 

Complimentary membership 
When you have retiree social functions or any other time 
that you see new retirees from NRCS, be sure to remind 
them that they are eligible for a one-year free membership 
if they retired on or after January 1, 2003. All that is 
required is that they submit a membership application 
(http://www.arscse.org/qFormMember.htm). Note that 
previous members of ARCSE are not eligible for the 
complimentary membership. 

 
DEADLINE FOR 

JAN/FEB 2013 NEWSLETTER 
CONTRIBUTIONS IS DECEMBER 25 

 
 

ARIZONA 
Karl Klingelhofer, ARCSE Representative 
Email: krklingel@aol.com 

Ron and Barb Moreland, Tucson, AZ. We are back in Arizona after another summer in Montana. The fly fishing was 
successful; the Bitterroot hiking was good. In August, Ron and Barb tent-camped on the Oregon coast, toured the 
Washington and Oregon wine country and attended the Champions Tour at TPC Snoqualmie. A Sept. hiking trip to Glacier 
National Park on the iconic Iceberg Lake trail brought them close to a grizzly. After Montana they traveled to Bar Harbor, 
Maine for a week with Galen Bridge, Tom and Jeanne George, Warren and Barbara Lee and Larry and Karen Lenz. 
Good friends, lobster at $4.00 a pound and hiking almost all the trails in Acadia. Ron and Barb then went to Nova Scotia for 
a week and a half. 

Glen Johnson, Glendale, AZ. I'm getting ready to fly back to Arizona for the winter. It's starting to get cool here, frost on the 
cars in the morning and the geese are heading south, so time to join them. Got my new double-wide home on the 
farmstead all set up and moved in, so it's ready for next spring. Lots of hard work for an old man but I made it. The summer 
has been great although many fields were never planted because of too much rain, thus wet soils this spring. Rec’d 10/21 - 
made it back to AZ safe and sound, thanks to Allegiant Air. Weston had all things set up for me here, AC and frig turned on, 
pool hot ready to use, just like beisng gone for a few hours. 

Karl Klingelhofer, Tucson, AZ. I recently returned from a trip to New Mexico to visit the balloon festival with my grandson 
who lives in Santa Fe. Over 500 balloons went airborne that morning (see pictures). Then I went on to Oklahoma, Branson, 
and spent a weekend in Arkansas with family. 

Ken and Connie Cookson, Tucson, AZ went on a four-week trip that took them to South Lake Tahoe, Sun River, and 
Portland, OR, along the Oregon coast, through the redwoods in CA, to visit family in Santa Rosa, CA and to do some wine 
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tasting in nearby wineries. It was a wonderful trip with many awesome scenes along the way. Lake Tahoe was beautiful and 
so picturesque. We stopped in Lone Pine, CA to visit the movie museum. This is an area where many western movies 

 
Santa Fe balloon festival 

 

Santa Fe balloon festival

were made many years ago. Roy Rogers and Gene Autry made movies there. Oregon was as grand as ever, and the drive 
along the Oregon Coast was spectacular. We are always refreshed when we make the Oregon trip. Besides visiting some 
wineries in the Willamette Valley I visited with Maury Jernstedt. He and I go “way back” to the Willamette River Basin Staff. 
He is no longer raising sheep but still lives on his farm near Hubbard. He has an extensive collection of blowtorches that 
numbers in the hundreds. Everyone has a unique history. 

 
Maury Jernstedt and me with his 
special friend 

 

A small portion of Maury's blow 
torch collection 

  
Galen Bridge, Tucson. I find myself this morning having breakfast on Hilton Head Island, NC with Tom and Jeanne 
George. I spend a lot of time with the George's .They always seem to be there when I need them. The trip here started in 
Mid-May from Tucson, AZ to Bend, OR where Karen and I have spent about twenty summers. While there, I lost my good 
friend Judy, very suddenly and obviously very unexpectedly. These events are truly life-defining experiences that you would 
much prefer to avoid. After helping Judy's daughters for a few days, I flew to Maine for my 60th high school Class reunion. 
From Maine it was on to Turkey for three weeks, back to Paris, a stop in Iceland and a return to the home farm in Maine. 
Much could be said about Turkey, but let me just note that it is a very friendly modern Muslim country, and they love 
Americans. 

The real fun began in Maine. Ron and Barbara Moreland, Tom and Jeanne George, Warren and Barb Lee and Karen 
and Larry Lenz and I spent the week in Southwest Harbor. The routine quickly became one of site-seeing, hiking, wine and 
lobster. I lost count of the wine, but the lobster consumption was right at 100 pounds. This was our first encounter with the 
recent federal government shut down. The second was the week I spent in Washington, DC. This unfortunate event really 
hit the tourism business on the coast of Maine. The closing of Acadia National Park at the peak of the fall foliage color made 
a lot of people very angry and cost the locals a significant part of their seasonal income. 

Following that, I did stop for several days in DC. The federal government touches just about everything in DC, so not much 
going on there, did enjoy a great lunch with Gerry Seinwill. Should get myself back to Arizona for Thanksgiving. 

John and Rose Lowrey, Sun City West, AZ. In September Rose and I made a trip back to Illinois and Michigan to visit 
friends and relatives. This was our second successive year to make this trip, and both times we attended Illinois home 
football games. Last year we were seated just behind Earl and Barbara Voss and Jim and Beverly Herman. This year, 
unbelievably, seated next to us were Ray and Beverly Herman and in front of us were Earl and Barbara Voss. Although 
this seems like an amazing coincidence, the most amazing coincidence was that Illinois won both games. 
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On the Michigan part of our trip we visited Rose's brother and his wife who live in Perry. We were guests of Phyllis 
Amsterburg in East Lansing. Rose and I both worked with Phyl's late husband, Al, who served SCS in several positions, 
the last being Hydrologist on the River Basin Planning Staff in East Lansing. 

ARKANSAS 
Whitey Spears, ARCSE Representative 
Email: mjspears@swbell.net  

Our 28th annual meeting was held at the Arkansas 4H Center near Little Rock on Sept. 19, 2013. Those in attendance 
included Bill Townsend, Jerry McGary, Ford Thomas, John Dobbins, Sally Dobbins, Billy Shurley, Raymond Ingram, 
Mike Sullivan, Bill Garner, Ralph Mashburn, Marion Mathis, Treva Mathis, John Henry, George Dahlke, Bert Finch, 
Joe Williams, Cliftena Williams, Carl Peters and Whitey Spears. Most of the meeting was devoted to visiting, concluding 
with a short program. After the Pledge of Allegiance, a short memorial recognition, and a presentation by State 
Conservationist Mike Sullivan, we had a lively discussion on future meetings. Our attendance at the last two annual 
meetings was only about on fourth of our attendance at earlier meetings. Age has caught up with many and there is a lack 
of interest on the part of new retirees. Most of those present would like to continue the annual meeting, but recognize the 
problem. We agreed to have a meeting in 2014 and try to encourage attendance. 

CALIFORNIA 
Bill Ward, ARCSE Representative 
Email: bluegrassbillward@gmail.com 

Hello from California to all our fellow SCS and NRCS retirees across the nation. California retirees continue to meet the first 
Wednesday of the month at IHop in Davis. In addition, our retirees also have a smaller group that meets on the third 
Wednesday of the month for breakfast at Caffe Italia in Davis at 6:30am. Below are pictures of the groups at our September 
gatherings.  

Retirees at September 4 luncheon 

 

The “early birds” at 6:30 am Breakfast, September 18

I am sure many of us are grateful for the medical 
procedures available to us these days. About a month ago 
Barbara Lowen, Former personnel officer in California 
underwent a major medical reconstruction of her leg with  

the insertion of a metal rod from her knee to heel. She has just now finally been able to come home and is working very 
hard to learn to walk all over again. She is very grateful for the support and encouragement she received from all her retiree 
friends.  

Darwyn Briggs and I have scheduled another guided fly fishing trip together November 18! We hope to have some good 
pictures to share as part of our next California report.  

A number of our retirees enjoyed meeting recently with Bob Snieckus, our current National Landscape Architect and 
California’s landscape architect for many years prior to going to the National Office. Bob was in California on official 
business to Look at Lower Silver Creek and some other California watershed projects. Bob has many close friends in 
California and a number of our retirees had a wonderful evening together with Bob at “Sudwerks” a favorite Friday night 
gathering place for a cold beer when Bob worked here in California. Those who enjoyed that evening with Bob included 
myself, Pat Grover, Charles Davis, Tom Smith, Danny Maxim, Jim and Mary Chapman and Anita Brown. We had a 
wonderful time remembering lots of projects and fun times working together. A couple pictures from that evening are 
included.  

The next day, Bob and I joined Jim Chapman, current Design Staff Leader who took my place upon my retirement, and 
Jonathan Groveman from Public Affairs on a field trip to Lower Silver Creek. It was a great opportunity for Bob and me to 
see how Lower Silver Creek looked and how the vegetation had established a few years after installation. We met with staff 
from Santa Clara Valley Water District, the Local Resource Conservation District and Athena Pratt, DC at Hollister. A few 
pictures from that day in the field are included. We had arranged our day to drive back to Davis with a stop in Stockton to 
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visit Mario Milani, California’s former State Construction Engineer for many years. Bob had not seen Mario probably since 
my retirement event in early 2011. We had a wonderful visit with Mario and his wife Gin catching up on what was new and  

Bob Snieckus, Danny Maxim, Tom Smith 

 

 
Jim Chapman right with RCD and Santa Clara 
Valley WD Staff 

reminiscing about our good times working together. Mario 
was California’s ARCSE representative before I took the 
position after I retired, and he sends his best wishes out to 
all our retirees across the Country.  

On a personal note, our band Western Lights has found a 
new outlet to share our music through an artist who 
creates videos related to fly fishing, nature, the outdoors 
and related subjects. I thought you might enjoy seeing the 
first two such videos, so here they are.  

In closing, I wanted to share a success story about 
reconnecting with our fellow retirees. Our National 

A well-vegetated, nice looking reach of Lower 
Silver Creek

 

Lower Silver Creek Review Team with Jim 
Chapman taking the photo 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CsDC8T1gJHk 
Feathers in the Wind, 
I’ll Fly Away, Western Lights, Favorites of Ours 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuDZLPX5Ucc 
Fall Fly Fishing – Autumn Jewels  
Westphalia Waltz, Western Lights, Favorites of Ours 

retiree organization offers all of us a wonderful opportunity to stay connected, not only with our individual state retirees, but 
also with retirees we worked with in other states, at technical service centers, etc. I recently had the pleasure of 
reconnecting via e-mail with Don Wallin, Former head of Design for the WNTC in Portland when I was in Design in 
California. I enjoyed working with Don very much and was also able to help him share information with Danny Maxim, Civil 
Engineering Technician who worked with Don back in New York in the early days of both their careers. 

Don Wallin and Lamont Robbins were also able to help me track down contact information for Don Shanklin, retired 
Construction Engineer (National Design, Construction and Soil Mechanics Center in Fort Worth). I was able to share Don’s 
contact information with Danny Maxim who worked closely with Danny early in their careers as well. I also enjoyed working 
closely with Lamont Robbins when he was head of design, and after an exchange of e-mails I had the pleasure of a nice 
phone conversation with Lamont. After talking to Lamont I am now looking forward to a lunch with Lamont, Don Wallin, 
Lee Saele and Lowell Kenedy when I come up their way this next year to see my brother in Vancouver, WA.  
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It is very rewarding to reconnect with special folks you may have worked with in your career that you have not connected 
with in many years. Your state representatives are a good source for e-mail addresses. Our latest national directory is 
another great source for contact information. I highly recommend it! 

Best Wishes this Holiday Season from the California SCS/NRCS Retirees! 

COLORADO 
Ivan Wilkinson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: giwilk@estesvalley.net 

In mid-September the state of Colorado and the Denver Post sponsored the 2nd annual Pedal the Plains bicycling event. 
Ivan and Ginger Wilkinson participated in this 3-day, 180-mile bike ride. This year’s ride started in Eads, went to Lamar, 
from Lamar to LaJunta, and back to Eads. The purpose of the ride was to promote economic awareness in this part of the 
state. The local NRCS participated in the education process by staffing a booth at one of the farm stops with information on 
conservation practices and historical information about the “Dust Bowl” days. 

A Colorado retirees’ luncheon is planned for November 7th at the Country Buffet, 3685 Sheridan Blvd, Arvada, CO. 
Hopefully all SCS/NRCS retirees will plan to attend. 

GEORGIA 
Edward Ealy, ARCSE Representative 
Email: 648epe@bellsouth.net  

Twenty-five former SCS/NRCS employees and spouses met on October 24th at Ryan’s Steakhouse in Athens, GA. 
Although the temperature was cool, the day was bright and sunny, and there was a larger than normal attendance. 
Attending were Ann Graham, Edna Firor, Edward Ealy, Ellen and George Norris, Evelyn and Gerald Sadler, Gene and 
Cecil Martin, Frederick Dilbeck, James Huff, Judy and Jim Helm, Kitty Stevens, Jack and Lorraine Hahn, Josh 
Wheat, Marge Lucas, Bill and Norma White, Vivian Patten, Bob and Frances Wilkes, Bob Oertel and Rick Main. This 
was one of the more festive gatherings in some time and most in attendance stayed and socialize well passed the meal. 

George Norris obtained some historical records of some former employees of the SCS from 1943 to 1944 and provided a 
perspective on the activities of the soil conservationist in the early 1940s. George highlighted a conservationist by the name 
of Clyde Medlock who was promoted from P1 to P2 in 1943. He noted that this promotion came with a very minimum 
increase in salary. The records contained an $8.75 travel voucher for one overnight trip ($5 plus cost of meals). Bob Oertel 
said it usually took two employees to travel in those days, so they could combine their per diem to cover lodging cost. It was 
noted that the same per diem rates were in effect in 1963. In reviewing some of Clyde’s daily records, procurement was 
also a big consumer of time back then. It took an entire morning to purchase a tire for the agency vehicle after completing 
the standard three-bid solicitation requirement. 

Cecil and Gene Martin informed the group that former SCSer Lewis and his wife Jeanette recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary and also on the passing of Dan McClure. Dan McClure McGill, 78, of Gainesville, GA passed away 
on Friday, August 30, 2013 at his residence. He was born on March 31, 1935, in Anderson, SC. See the In Memoriam 
section for more details. Gene and Cecil Martin updated the group on the progress of the newest grandbaby. 

Georgia ARCSE met on July 25, at Ryan’s Steakhouse in Athens, Georgia. This turned out to be a good day to get out 
since it was one of the few days this summer that Athens did not receive rain. There were 17 in attendance: Bob Stovall, 
Carolyn Adams, Earl Brantley, Edna Firor, Edward Ealy, Ellen and George Norris, Evelyn and Gerald Sadler, Gene 
and Cecil Martin, Frederick Dilbeck, James Huff, Judy and Jim Helm, Kitty Stevens, and newest member to join 
MaryAnn McQuinn. The break from the season-wet weather had all attendance in the good move. Ellen and George 
Norris shared with the group of their recent visits to Wisconsin, Virginia, and Cherokee County, GA, to attend high school 
graduations for their grandchildren.  

George Norris made it official that after 18 years as serving as Georgia Representative for the ARCSE-GA, he was 
stepping down. Edward Ealy agreed to serve as GA Representative for the next year.  

IDAHO 
Sharon Norris, ARCSE Representative 
Email: norrisfam93@msn.com  

After a three-month summer break, we resumed our monthly luncheons on Sept. 26th. Attending were George James, Paul 
Calverley, Don and Maxine Stewart, Amos and Ruth Garrison, Jerry and Carol Larson, Bev and Gene Crisman, 
John Kendrick, Dennis Froeming, Stan and Kathy Hobson, Paul Malone, Darrel and Clydene Gallup, and Sharon 
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Norris. We also had some special guests: Tom and Civa Curtis from Oregon and Mark Jensen from Iowa. It was so good 
to see these former coworkers! 

And yes, there were stories to be told. Dennis Froeming reported that he and his wife Mary had visited Hawaii in the 
spring, Glacier National Park in Montana in September, and made several visits to Cabella's in Boise! The highlight of their 
travels was a cruise through European countries and spending several days in St. Petersburg, Russia. Dennis even brought 
visual aids that he used throughout his report: hats from places visited! Paul Malone reported he and his wife Kip had also 
toured Europe, spending four days in London. He was amazed by the use of wind energy in many major cities and noted 
that they spotted a McDonald's in every town. 

Amos Garrison and Joe Icenhower went Salmon fishing in Alaska the first week in September. Amos told us they came 
home with 50 pounds each. Amos had another adventure with Stan Hobson when they flew to Reno in Amos' plane for the 
annual ARSCE meeting in Reno in August. Stan Hobson told us a wonderful story of how his neighbor (a World War II vet) 
had asked him to go with him to France in August for D-Day events. The trip was sponsored by NPR-France and the French 
government. They saw the U.S. Naval Memorial and the American Cemetery on Omaha Beach, a very moving experience. 
They also got on a three-person submarine for a two-hour adventure, during which they found a sunken British 
minesweeper. 

A smaller group attended our October luncheon on the 24th. Attendees included Gene and Bev Crisman, John Kendrick, 
George James, Jim Cornwell, Amos and Ruth Garrison, Frank Fink, Lee Holstine, Floyd Bailey, and Sharon Norris. 
Jim and Amos discussed their recent hunting trips; and not to be outdone, Frank said he had been fishing on the Boise 
River. 

ILLINOIS 
Dale Benz, ARCSE Representative 
Email: daleab@sbcglobal.net 

Several retirees gathered in Champaign on October 3rd for lunch and visiting. Attending were Elsie Campbell, Dick 
Dickerson, Earl Voss, Jim and Bonnie McQuilken, Dennis and Susan Beyer, Ray Combes, Doris and David 
Mckinney, Jim and Cheryl Evans, Andy Cerven, Ben Mingo, Jerry Leonard, and Dale and Nancy Benz. 

Doris McKinney retired in 1990 and is enjoying retirement. She goes through a cycle as many retirees do: get sick, get 
well, get sick, get well! Doris and David still camp two or three times a year in their RV, which is permanently parked at the 
campground near Danville. 

Jim Evans told us the story of him and Jim McQuilken traveling to Wisconsin to measure crop residue on some fields of a 
client of the company they work for. It took them two days to measure the residue, which Jim thought makes the NRCS look 
pretty efficient. Of course, Wisconsin has some steep hills that they farm, and you have to rest some as you are walking up 
and down those steep hills! Did you use Dick Dickerson's rope-a-dope trick for measuring residue? Jim McQuilken said 
he was having some back problems this summer. Sounds like Jim was doing the bending over to measure the residue, and 
Jim Evans was writing down the measurements. Jim shared a story about his and Bonnie's visit to Colorado this summer 
involving the “Watch out for Falling Rocks” signs that you see in mountain driving. Their daughter encountered one of the 
rocks (boulder) on the road and caused considerable damage to the front of their vehicle. 

Dick Dickerson is still doing wood working and is building a “tall” bed for a customer. That is the kind of bed you could fall 
out of at night and get hurt! You do have liability insurance for something like that, don't you Dick? Dick is also trying to 
reduce his squirrel population in his back yard. I believe he traps them and brings them to my house. So far he has trapped 
six opposums and no squirrels. I thought Steve Brady taught you the difference between squirrels and opposums! 

Earl and Barb Voss were in Estes Park, Colorado for a few days in August. Fortunately, they left just before the heavy 
rains and flooding in Colorado. They are planning a trip to New York City in November to visit family. Andy Cerven updated 
us on his latest count of grandchildren, which is 14. We didn't want to ask him to name them, just in case he might not be 
able to remember that many names. The last two grandchildren are 2013 models. Congratulations Andy and Kathy. The 
quietness in the house is almost unbearable when they are all at his house and all are gone!  

Ben Mingo had a mild summer. No broken bones or baseball accidents but he is still playing some baseball. Ray 
Coombes doesn't play baseball but goes to his grandkids’ games. He also is mowing yards for old ladies in the Paris area. 
With the dry summer we had he hasn't been too busy with yard mowing. Jerry and Jean Leonard recently took a tour to 
Ireland. He said the big difference between Ireland and Douglas County is the rocks. In Ireland there are so many rocks, 
they build fences with them. In Douglas County you have to buy a rock just to put in your front yard. And Jerry kissed the 
baloney stone, or was it the Blarney Stone. He showed us a picture of this event so we know it is true.  
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Dale and Nancy Benz reported they were expecting another grandchild at the end of October. The grandson came a week 
early in Nashville, TN, and is doing fine. Grandma, and Grandpa to a lesser extent, are helping out for a few days. Ray 
Coombes informed us that Joe Barkley still lives in Paris and still travels on his own. Not bad for a kid of 94 years! 

Lee Bridgman sent me a note that they would not be at our retirees’ gathering but would be in Maine enjoying cheap 
lobster dinners. I am still waiting for the ten pounds that you were going to send me! 

We have some sad news to share with you. Sue Andreas, Mike's wife, passed away in October as did Ruth Carlz. We 
extend our sympathy to their families. See the In Memoriam section for more details. 

Plan to join us for our next gathering in Champaign on April 3, 2014. 

INDIANA 
Harold Thompson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: harold.thompson58@sbcglobal.net  

During the Indiana State Fair in August, family, colleagues and friends of Ron Lauster gathered in front of the greenhouse 
on the north side of the Indiana State fairgrounds by the Normandy Barn to participate in a dedication ceremony for the 
“Ron Lauster Memorial Rain Garden.”  

Ron served as the Director of the Marion County SWCD from 2005 until his death in April of 2011. Prior to that, Ron worked 
for the USDA NRCS, retiring from the agency as Indiana’s State Resource Conservationist. Ron’s career with NRCS 
spanned nearly four decades and took him to locations such as New Mexico and Washington, DC. 

In his role as SWCD Director, Ron worked with many groups in Indianapolis and surrounding counties to promote a wide 
variety of conservation practices. In his work with the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation & Development Council, he 
helped design a number of demonstration rain gardens in prominent places in Indianapolis, including the one at the state 
fairgrounds. These rain gardens are visited by thousands of people each year, and all include interpretive signage 
describing how simple steps by homeowners can improve water quality and reduce flooding right in their own backyard. 
Ron will be remembered as a great conservationist and someone who could get things done in his community.  

 
Ron Lauster Memorial Rain Garden Dedication, 
Indiana State Fair 

 

 

KANSAS 
Deanne Lull, ARCSE Representative 
Email: rlull2@cox.net  

Salina has been experiencing some nice fall days; however, the other day as I was scattering jack-o-lanterns, ghosts, and 
goblins throughout the house, outside it was beginning to look like Christmas. Mother Nature surprised us with the most 
beautiful snowfall with an accumulation of over an inch. 

For all you kolache lovers, Dorothy Cox (wife of Arlie) was named the Republic County Kolache Baking Champion at the 
North Central Kansas Fair in Belleville, KS. Dorothy won the contest with her cherry kolaches. All entries were auctioned 
and sold to the highest bidder, and Dorothy’s plate of six champion kolaches sold for $200! My husband loves kolaches. 
For the past several years over the Memorial Day weekend he has been able to purchase her kolaches from his hometown 
café and swears that the prune kolaches are hard to beat. 
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Gerald and Charlene Karnes celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on October 4, 2013. Gerald worked for the 
SCS/NRCS for 32 years in Gove and Wallace counties and retired from the Kansas State Office in Salina. They have three 
children, eight grandchildren, and thirteen great grandchildren.  

As the result of the government shutdown, I can only confirm one retiree in Kansas this fall. Bruce Yonke came to the 
Holton Field Office as a soil conservationist in December of 1985. He spent most of his career in Holton retiring as the 
district conservationist. 

Our sympathies are extended to the families of the Janice Waknitz (wife of Charles) and William “Bill” Patterson who 
passed away in Septembers. See the In Memoriam section for more details. Although Bill retired from the Nebraska State 
Office, he worked in Kansas in the mid-50s and through the 60s as a civil engineer on the Watershed Planning Staff. This is 
where our paths crossed. Bill always liked to have fun, and I don’t know how many times in inclement weather that my 
shoes would disappear from under my desk after I had changed into boots to go to lunch. There never was any question 
who was to blame. 

KENTUCKY 
Billye M. Haslett, ARCSE Representative 
Email: bchaslett@aol.com 

Photos by Tom Marcum 

The KY chapter of SCS/NRCS Retirees held their annual meeting at the Barren River State Park October 7-8, 2013. A 
hotdog roast was held on the evening of the 7th at a shelter on the park grounds with 15+ attendees. On the 8th of 
October 35 SCS/NRCS retirees and spouses enjoyed a speaker, slide show, and business session before breaking for 
lunch in the beautiful dining room overlooking the Barren River Lake.  

 
Cooking the Hotdogs for cookout Oct 7, 2013. Left 
to Right: Jim and Thelma Haagen, Roy Toney and 
Doug Hatchett 

 

 
Willena and Brad Thomas, Kenneth and Faye 
Overhults at Annual Meeting 8 October 2013 

 

 
Group Photo taken October 8 at Annual Meeting, Barren River State Park, KY. Left to Right: Jimmy and Cil Marcum, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Ballard, Billye Haslett, Connie McKinney, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Coleman, Doug and Drucilla 
Hatchett, Essie Toney, Gerald Heart, Jim Fehr, Sue and Jamie Smith, Joyce and Dick Quiggins, Tom Butcher, A.E. 
Denham, Brad Thomas, Don Henry, Thelma and Jim Haagen, Mike Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Coleman, Charles 
Turner. Kneeling: Greg Stephens, Roy Toney, Fred and June Alcott, Anthony Burns. 
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MAINE 
John J. Simon, ARCSE Representative 
Email: balnengr@tds.net 

The retirees of ARCSE in central Maine have a 9 am breakfast on the second Tuesday of the month at Dysarts in Hermon. 
Usually in June we have a noon luncheon to welcome the Floridians back for the summer. An occasional noon luncheon in 
southern and northern Maine is held on demand.  

MAY 2013: Attendees for our regular monthly breakfast were Art Taylor, Bruce Champeon, Bob Lagassey, Charlie 
Boothby, and John Simon. Art said he has the sewer drain pipe in the ground beneath his future house slab. Next is the 
septic tank. We are all cheering for Art. Charlie had brought up the subject of how to redirect your retirement checks to a 
new bank account. Interestingly in this month’s edition May 2013 of NARFE, page 28, there is a list of contact phone #s and 
a list of forms required.  

JUNE 2013: For a change, our breakfast was replaced by an annual noon luncheon at the Coach House Restaurant in 
Brewer. It turned out to be a chilly, windy, and rainy day, but in spite of this we still had 11 brave souls show up! Attending 
were Joe Bertolaccini, Charles Boothby, Lois and Larry Long, Dave Mussulman, Pat and Bruce Champeon, Bob 
Lagassey (of FMHA), Dan McAllister (of FMHA), and Noreen and John Simon.  

John, Bob Lagassey, and Dan McAllister worked together for many years at FmHA. Dan now has a small farm in 
Hampden and does trapping of nuisance beaver and other critters. Dan grew up on a dairy farm and is well grounded in 
farm problems. Most of his farm is in trees and hay but he grows one+ acres of vegetables for sale at his farm. Dan 
indicated that his wife is a great fan of turkey hunting and that they taste pretty good. 

I always come away from these breakfast/lunches re-energized at seeing familiar faces and hearing the latest goings-on. All 
of us are aging and struggling with minor or major health issues. In spite of that, attitudes seem to be upbeat. I sometimes 
remember the quote from the book "The Road Less Traveled." The first paragraph, first page, says "Life is difficult, but as 
soon as you accept the fact that life is difficult, the fact that it is difficult no longer matters." I often have to remind myself of 
this sage advice. 

Joe Bertolaccini was unable to rouse Sterling Dymond this year. Sterling was 93 on September 26th! However, Sterling is 
getting quite frail and is in our thoughts and prayers. Joe indicated he and Ellie now have 8 grandchildren in college. Larry 
Long still has that twinkle in his eye, but he is pretty much settled down to enjoying his camp on Pushaw Lake. Lois Long 
is getting her courage up to get her cataracts fixed. Many of us (moi included) have had the procedure. I was one of a small 
percentage that re-grow a film over the new lens, but Doctor Moulton did a 5-minute outpatient procedure (using a new 
laser machine) that restored me to 20/15. I walked out with perfect sight. Amazing. 

Dave Mussulman indicated that his Moosehead Lake fishing group this May was down to 4. He did say that Phil 
Christensen managed to spend two days with the group. The fishing was not that great. Dave thinks that maybe the heavy 
ice fishing activity is having an impact. With so many on food assistance in Maine, it is a good chance for the locals to 
supplement their food supply with nutritious food. I mentioned to Dave that a letter to the editor on 5-16-2013 carried the 
signature of Phil Christensen as one of the directors of the Francis Malcolm Institute in Easton, Maine. 

Pat and Bruce Champeon are doing very well. Bruce is friends with Bruce Benton who was a geologist in Harrisburg on 
the Watershed Planning staff when I was stationed there. 

Noreen is spending lots of time assisting her younger sister Lorraine in her year-long struggle with leukemia. Both Noreen 
and I were in Boston and were in the hospital room with Lorraine when the bone marrow transplant was performed. Those 
who have a bone marrow transplant consider that day their new Birthday, as they have a completely new immune system.  

Charlie was generous enough to write an article for the Penobscot County SWCD for their Spring, 2013 newsletter. Charlie 
has a leading role in the Bangor Community Garden in Bangor, Maine (www.bangorparksandrec.com). It features many 
raised beds that are about 2 feet high and wheel-chair accessible, so these folks can raise some of their own vegetables. 

John reports that he has new hearing aids in both ears and is now enjoying hearing the world. So far after 4 months he 
finds them to be very helpful, and Noreen finds them helpful also.  

AUGUST: John Simon attended the World Series of Senior Little League baseball held in Bangor the week of August 17-
24. Many of the past players are now either on major league teams or in their farm systems!  

Attending the breakfast were Charlie and Judy Boothby, Bruce Champeon, Bob Lagassey, Norm Kalloch, Dan 
McAllister, and John Simon. Dan McAllister informed us that he and Sally will be celebrating their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on Saturday, Aug 17th. Congratulations to Dan and Sally. 



ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 40, No. 6   November/December 2013 

Page 14 of 35 (email version) 

Clockwise form the far left is: John Simon, Bruce 
Champeon, Charles Boothby, Jeff Thebarge, Ed Snow, 
and Bob Lagassey 

Art Taylor is progressing on the construction of his new 
home. His unique wall design is eight inches of styrofoam 
sandwiched between 2x4s at 24-inch spacing on the 
inside and outside, resulting in an R value of 50+ in the 
walls, with the same in the ceilings. I believe it will be the 
first such house in North America. Art has the roof trusses 
in place and will put on the roofing in a week or so. The 
house will then be closed and ready for all the inside work 
by the end of October. John finished an interesting book 
call "Wheat Belly" about gluten sensitivity and celiac 
disease. It is a possible contributor to many of our health 
problems today. It is a fascinating book well worth reading 
for anyone interested in their health. The book is written by 
Dr. William Davis MD, a cardiologist. 

Norm said he and Audrey went to several Celtics games in Boston this winter for breaks from West Carry Pond. Dave 
Mussulman posted on Facebook pictures from this year’s fishing trip at Moosehead. I recognized Dave and Phil 
Christensen. The other three were unknown to me. No fish pictures were displayed. 

SEPTEMBER: The following attendees were on hand for the summer finale: Bruce Champeon, Charles Boothby, Jeff 
Thebarge, Ed Snow, Bob Lagassey, and John Simon. See the group photo. 

John Simon is learning how to use his new hearing aids, especially in crowds and with background noise. Art Taylor said 
his new house will be enclosed by the end of October. He will spend the winter finishing the inside. Sid Emery will be 
turning 100 this November 24th. I will be in contact with Earland Morrison to see if the nursing facility where he is staying 
will be having a party or not. I spent a lot of years working with Sid on farms in York County in the 1960s and again in the 
1980s. 

OCTOBER: In attendance were Art Taylor, Bruce Champeon, Charlie Boothby, and John Simon. 

Bruce Champeon informed me that Gregory H. Smead, a former SCS engineer in the New Hampshire watershed 
planning staff and a good friend of Bruceʼs, passed away Tuesday, October 8th, from lung cancer. I Visited Sterling 
Dymond at the Brewer Rehab on September 26th. Turns out that was his 93rd birthday! He has been in the Rehab facility for 
about 3 weeks. He is now very weak and unable to walk anymore. I heard from Dave Mussulman who is still keeping up 
his guitar playing. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Jim Wesolowski, ARCSE Representative 
Email: jim.wesoloski@gmail.com 

Well, it’s been a quiet two months since we last talked. The government shutdown is over and everybody’s back to work at 
NRCS. It was kind of disheartening to learn that none of the NRCS crew was considered “essential” during the shutdown, 
but most people I talked to sort of enjoyed the unplanned furlough time off, especially since everybody’s going to get paid. 
The ACES employees also got furloughed, but there’s some question if we will get paid. Good thing Uncle Sugar kept those 
pension checks coming, shutdown or not. 

Jack Tibbetts, Larry Boutiette, and Ray Curran took the bait and ended up with SCS/NRCS for their entire careers. 
Looking back, I should have tried working as a recruiter. 

 

SCS retirees in Mass. were saddened by the passing of Greg Smead following a tough battle with lung 
cancer. Greg and I started with SCS about the same time in the mid-1960s. If memory serves me right, 
state engineer Karl Klinglehofer asked me to spread the word in the surveying lab. I was teaching at 
UMass that SCS had summer jobs available. Greg, Cecil and Lou Currin, and Betty and I went to Greg’s 
calling hours in New Hampshire to express our sympathy to Colleen, Jennifer, and Ryan. While we were 
there we were able to re-connect with Don and Debbie Haley and their kids Kristin and Kevin who are Greg Smead 

now all grown up. Sandy O’Neill was also there. She’s retired now and enjoying the freedom. I was also able to trade some 
investment theories with retired New England Planning Staff Leader John Mengers, who continues to spend quite a bit of 
time following stocks. He told me that he enjoys travelling in his 30-foot motor home and seeing the country with his wife. 

Jane Hotz, the wife of retired soil scientist Charlie Hotz died in late September. I called Charlie and we had a nice visit. 
Charlie is almost totally blind but intends to stay in his home of 50 years where he knows where things are and has some 
help from family and friends. Charlie’s computer talks to him, so he’s still able to write letters to the editor at the local paper.  
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I got an email from Dottie McDougal. Luther is keeping busy cutting and hauling wood to keep them warm this winter. Also 
heard from Frank Resides who is getting ready to go deer hunting with his grandson. Frank has three bee hives and so far 
hasn’t been troubled with the bee colony die off that has been such a problem to others. 

Cecil Currin came in first in his age group at the 5K Road Race for Farmland held in Hadley last week. Pretty good for an 
old guy. I’m the same age and could probably walk a 5K if chased by a cougar. 

MINNESOTA 
Marlene Mechelke, ARCSE Representative 
Email: Mechgram@aol.com  

Some Minnesota Metro retirees met for lunch on Wednesday, October 9th, at Pippins in Roseville: Dave and Kay 
Breitbach, John Handler, Sylvia and Don Olson, Vic Ruhland, Robin Martinek, Al Giencke, Margy and Micki Gangl 
and Marlene Mechelke. 

Ordean and Dorothy Finkelson were not able to be with us, as Ordean is still recovering after experiencing some heart 
irregularities. We wish him well. Some new retirees in Minnesota are Susan Ploetz, Resource Inventory Specialist, and 
Laurie Otte, Management Services Specialist. 

Following is an interesting article from Vic Ruhland: I noticed that the last ARCSE Newsletter contained several discussions 
about antique cars. Let me add to that: The latest July/August issue of the "Northern Lights" (Antique Automobile Club of America 
- Minnesota Region) contains my article on the restoration of a 1927 Hupmobile including a photo of it on the cover. My Hupp is a 
two-tone green and black 4-door sedan with lots of pin strips. The Hupmobile was considered a "poor man's Cadillac" in its day. 
My Grandfather Joe purchased a new Hupp in March of 1927 for $1,595. It served the Ruhland Family for many years, eventually 
becoming a farm machine with the attachment of a hay bucker that he and my dad had built to the rear of the vehicle. After a while 
it wound up being parked along with other old machinery no longer used on the Ruhland Farm. By this time my dad had 
purchased other '27 Hupp parts, including one that been converted into a pickup truck. 

My story discusses a restoration effort of about 15 years beginning with a bare frame in 1992. Since nearly all the wood framing 
for the body had been removed, lost, or rotted away, I was at a loss for starting any restoration effort. It started after I learned of 
another restoration effort of a '27 Hupp in the southwest of Minnesota and was able to obtain the original wood from that vehicle. 
The old wood provided a pattern for me to build the new wood frame. After many trials and adjustments, the new body slowly fell 
into place, starting at the front cowl, then the front door posts and finally the back section. The parts from several Hupps on the 
farm included the needed metal body panels, some of which were still in excellent condition. I cleaned up the motor, tightening the 
bearings, and installing new rings. Fenders, running boards, doors, and hood were added. New items purchased including the 
radiator, steering wheels levers, and inside side door and window handles. The painter and upholstery fellows both did an 
excellent job for me. The restored vehicle with its green-black paint color with brown mohair fabric upholstery approximates 
amazingly well the car that Grandpa bought in 1927. It provides me with many enjoyable moments whenever I take it for a drive 
and explain to curious viewers my restoration effort, especially when they respond with "it's a what, a Hupmobile, what's that?"  

I ran into Ron Vorwerk and had a nice visit with him at the 2013 Farmfest near Redwood Falls, Minnesota. Ron retired as a SCT 
in Preston, MN about 20 years ago. Our discussion, some of it in German, included each other’s musical activities. Ron was 
included on the list of musicians that had performed at Farmfest during the past 20 years. He continues to have a full schedule 
playing his button box accordion/concertina. 

Incidentally, the Gala apple wood/stem that grafted on to one of the apple trees on the Ruhland farm 6-8 years ago is loaded with 
Gala apples this year, its first big production. 

MISSOURI 
Dave Rastorfer, ARCSE Representative 
Email: daverastorfer@aol.com  

Kenneth Vogt: There is not too much exciting in NW Missouri; however, Chiefs’ fans are enjoying the early season, even 
broke the loudness record. We do keep fairly busy for so-called retired people. My wife is Director of the Andrew County 
Food Pantry (voluntary position). A church friend and I deliver "Meals on Wheels" on Wednesday of each week. I visit the 
Senior Center quite often; good meals for the money and also good entertainment or Bingo; am an alternate member of the 
County Agency on Aging Council. We do have a Class B mini-home camper, so try to travel some, mostly shorter trips. I 
accomplished the goal of finally setting foot in every state of the continental 48. In August, we traveled to the NE US, 12 
states and along the north side of Lake Ontario in Canada, all in 13 days. We took a tour of Niagara Falls on the Canadian 
side (the recommended side) one day. We also took a one-day bus tour (both bus driver and very able tour guide), so we 
got a lot of history and were able to walk around some in lower Manhattan into New York City (once is enough, but well 
worth It). Enjoy the Holidays! 

Dennis Shirk: Hello Folks. We've had a couple of nice camping trips this fall. We met some friends from Kentucky at Rend 
Lake in Illinois, had a great time visiting. Our fall walking horse ride has come and gone. Had a great time there riding, 
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visiting, eating, etc. No more camping trips planned so got the camper winterized and put in the shed. I had an opportunity 
to assist with making molasses. It’s lots of hard work cutting, stripping, and squeezing the cane. I also used my horse to pull 
the squeezing mill. There was one horse and 4 mules. Each animal produced about 40 gal of raw juice. It took about 18 to 
20 minutes to get 10 gallons of juice. That's all the weight you wanted to lift to the holding tank. So we squeezed 200 gal. of 
raw juice. I don't have the final results on the finished molasses. It was a long hard day but fun getting to take part in an old 
American tradition. Have a great THANKSGIVING and CHRISTMAS with family and friends. See you ALL down the trail. 

Jimbo Sturm: Howdy from the North Central area. Enjoying the fall colors and hoping to plant some more mums. The 
Jimbo mansion (type house) has been getting a face lift during the last couple of weeks. So far, 22 double hung 
vinyl/insulated, dark tinted, double paned windows were installed last week. Also, a material called “Solex” (¼” thick, 
moisture barrier on one side and a reflective aluminum on the other) was installed last week. This week new vinyl siding is 
in the process of being installed. The appearance of the outside of his house is taking on a lovely one, while the inside is to 
be updated between now and eternality. Need to go and check some lawns for either mowing or sweeping up the leaves. 
But first, the Jimbo has to get rid of a sinus cold and put more WD-40 on a sore knee. 

Jess Epple: Phyllis and I are enjoying a beautiful fall here in Eastern Oklahoma. Things are humming along here on the 
ranch. Its calf weaning time, second hay-cutting time, and time to winterize all things subject to freezing. We have been 
working to have the Civil War Battle of Honey Springs recognized and accepted by the National Park Service. Then came 
the early “FREEZE” in Washington, DC which has put several necessary requirements on hold! The “Friends” of the 
Battlefield will sponsor a two-day battle reenactment November 9th and 10th. This event recognizes the fact that it has been 
150 years since the battle was fought. Most of Indian Nation went under Union control after winning this “Gettysburg of the 
West” in 1863. Once again we enjoyed seeing old friends at the September SCS/NRCS retirees’ gathering in Columbia. We 
also enjoyed seeing our Great Grand Daughter and her parents, James and Kari Hughes. Jamie continues refereeing and 
working at the US Geological Survey in Columbia. Don’t forget, beef packs a “protein punch” that's hard to duplicate, and it 
tastes so good! 

Alton Taylor: Well, last month’s annual luncheon sure told me something. At my first meeting in the mid '80s I was in the 
minority around all those old timers. Now (after missing numerous meetings) I find I am in the minority again around all 
those young folks. We made it back to Texas and the dry hot weather. OU and Texas will be playing tomorrow, so that 
should bring up some clouds. We are doing as good as expected and helping Grand kids with such things as tax returns 
(extension running out) and getting another house ready for market. 

Mike Blaine: Still working on the farm tearing down another old shed and getting ready for deer season. My sister came up 
the first of October and we walked our fence, renewing our “no trespassing” signs. When we came in, we were very tired 
and bloody from fighting Multiflora Rose. I did find that MDC had made a blunder they had not told me about. Annually they 
mow one brush hog width around the perimeter fence of the bordering public hunting area. This time someone was not 
watching what they were doing and drove through the fence and mowed off steel fence posts. I told them I wanted it fixed 
with new signs before deer season. Hope everyone is well and looking forward to Thanksgiving and then to Christmas. 
Celebrate Christ not commerce! Take care! 

Frank Miller: Kay was diagnosed with Thyroid Cancer in August. It was removed along with 4 lymph nodes, some of which 
showed cancer present, so she is going through a procedure to find any remaining cancer. She is tired and weak. Kay had 
her full body scan on Wed, Sept. 18th. It was a long 6-hour ordeal by the time all was said and done. The scan showed 
traces of thyroid material still in her neck. As far as they could tell there were no more cancer cells in her body except for the 
neck. The doctors decided she needed a Radioactive Iodine Ablation (sp) treatment to make sure all cancer cells were 
taken care of. She received three radioactive Iodine pills which makes her very radioactive! She is to avoid me completely 
for two days, then restrict any close contact with anyone for another 3-4 days. She has a telephone she can talk on. We 
then go back for a re-scan and checkup on the 27th. Kay recently had her 1-week scan and 6-week checkup with her ENT 
Doctor. All things were positive. No sign of cancer anywhere in her body. She is to return in 2 months for blood work. Until 
then she is on her own to get back to normal activities and do what she can. Her voice is steadily getting stronger, but the 
Dr. indicated it would take some time before it returned to the original state. Barbara, Kay thanks all for their prayers and 
moral support through this ordeal. 

Jack Schneider: As I write, we are on our way to our fourth foreign country this year. On June we went to Indonesia to 
celebrate the marriage of our son, Matt with his new bride and her family and friends. The trip included a few days in Tokyo 
and Bali. In August, we headed to Peru with some friends to hike about 50 miles in the gorgeous Andes Mountains, with 
varying elevations from 12,000 to 15,200 feet. We ended at Machu Picchu, an ancient city that has survived many 
centuries. The trail was mostly primitive with no road, electricity, and only access by foot or horse. They packed everything 
for us with the pack horses. Farmers were plowing with oxen and homemade wooden plows. Several days in Cusco, Lima 
and Agua Caliente rounded out a very interesting trip. We are now headed to Toronto for our son Keith's engagement party. 
Next, home to rest up for a houseful at Christmas. 
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Tom and Maudie Lattimore (from Doris Harryman): It has been a busy, rough, tough time in their lives since early 
November of 2012. They have had many challenges in making the decision to "move to town," sell their house and 10 
acres, keep the rest of the farm, and deal with each of their several serious and painful health issues. It sounds like they 
have one more hurdle, and they will be ready to be with the retirees again. Maudie feels God has been right there beside 
them helping them through each crisis step by step and one by one so that they were never overwhelmed by the total 
problems. Their son has come many times to help and be with them for support, and they have several close friends who 
have done such things as fix a special cake for their 66th Wedding Anniversary, etc., etc. In summary, Tom looked great 
and so young at 88 but is 3 weeks post-op from removal of a malignant kidney, which was contained and will require no 
further treatment at this time for that problem. Maudie had complications with her problem which I think started with back 
pain; however, as usual she was beautiful and perky. Her love for people and her joys of life have not been dampened. She 
still does nearly all of their cooking at 87, cares for her many patio flowers, etc., etc. 

The annual Retirees luncheon was held at the Golden Corral in Columbia on September 12th. Those attending were Bob 
and Lenore Ball, Ken Benham, Mike and Pam Blaine, Steve Bruckerhoff, Grant Butler, Jack Cronhardt, Jerold and 
Mayree Sue Crowder, Maurice and Gloria Davis, Darlene Edwards, Jess and Phyllis Epple (and their grandson and 
wife, James and Kari Hughes with great-granddaughter Holland Hope), Randy and Bonnie Freeland, Peggy Fricke, 
Virgil and Joy Gardner, Mary George and her daughter Penny Brady, Lowell and Clara Mae Grimm, Bob Hagedorn, 
Tom Hagedorn, Roger and Connie Hansen, Bob and Doris Harryman, Jimmy Henry, Jean Herman, Bob and Rosie 
Herschbach, Ray Hudak and Jackie Moore, Bob Hummel, Rich and Marjorie Koenig, Walter Lane, Jay Lingwall, 
Jerry and Mary McElhiney, Frank Miller, Bill Pauls, Calvin and Doris Phillips, Larry and Bonnie Pollard, Dave 
Rastorfer, John and Margaret Rice, Bill and Ruby Riggs, Jack and Linda Schneider, George Simmons, Louie and 
Jan Studer, Odie Swanegan, Alton Taylor, Forrest Tindall, John Turner, Les Volmert, Jack Walker, Mike and Fran 
Wells, Don William and Al and Cheryl Wolfe.  

How ‘bout those Missouri Tigers! 

MONTANA 
Dick Gooby, ARCSE Representative 
Email: inca@3rivers.net  

Montana Big Sky Report 

Gordon Decker Report: October breakfast attendees included the Hunters, Springs, Smiths, Lohmillers, Remers, 
Deckers, Bob Ross, Ron Batchelor, Frank Schledorn, Ralph Bergintine and Merlin Nelson. Several of us headed on 
over to the Senior Center to get our Flu Shots. 

Kathy and I spent this last weekend at the ranch cutting our winter supply of fire wood. Cut one trailer load (about 3 cords) 
on Friday in between rain showers (gave us time to rest) and pulled the trailer to the ranch house in the mud (good old fun), 
then we cut and stacked another trailer load on Saturday. That will be loaded when the grandkids go hunting in November. 
But I still have to split those 6 cords - good exercise. Been going to lots of ball games (Stevensville 8th grade football, 
Stevensville high school football, Montana Tech college football and Stevensville soccer). So we are somewhere about 
every weekend, and sometimes we have to decide which game or town to go to. 

Jim Johnson Report: We were away from Bozeman and did not make the retiree breakfast. We went to Wisconsin 
to attend my college class reunion in Sturgeon Bay, celebrating 54 years since our graduation from the University of 
Wisconsin at River Falls. 

Gooby Ranch Report: All last spring and summer it was real dry in our area. Consequently, the first of August our irrigation 
water was cut off. We rented a field to the neighbor to raise seed potatoes, and she was not happy when we ran out of 
irrigation water. In our areas the potatoes are irrigated until late September, and if the soil doesn’t have decent soil 
moisture, the ground is too dry making the potato digging a lot harder. She was not a happy camper. 

The next day I saw her out in the field. I put the scope on her and she was doing a rain dance like I’ve never seen before, 
and I’ve seen a lot of rain dances. 

That evening we had a little shower. For the next two months it rained every day. The fields are so wet you can’t get 
equipment in the fields without getting stuck. I have never seen it this wet. It had to be because the neighbor had done the 
perfect rain dance. I was talking to the spud grower and said, “You did the perfect rain dance,” and she said, “Yes but now 
the ground is way too wet and we can’t dig potatoes. Soon it will freeze up and we will lose the crop.”  

A little while later I saw her out in the field doing a rain dance. She must have lost her marbles. I went out and asked why 
she was doing another rain dance when the ground was soaked. She said she was trying to come up with a “dry dance.” 
She asked me if I knew a dry dance. I asked “What do you mean?” She then said she needed to do a dance that would stop 
the rains so they could dig the potatoes. She said she had checked everyplace imaginable on the web, and there are only 
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rain dances and no dry dances. I had Mary Ann look through the Encyclopedia, but nothing there on how to do a dry dance 
either.  

The next day I saw her out in the potato field dancing again. I went out and asked how she thought doing another rain 
dance was going to make it stop the raining. She said she reversed the rain dance and that should remove the rain request. 
That night it turned cold and we got some snow. Then the next two days we had a blizzard. Her reverse rain dance turned 
out to be a blizzard dance. What a mess! Who would have thought we would have a blizzard on October 1st. We sure 
weren’t prepared.  

Mary Ann had to go out and scythe grass so she could give it to the cows to eat. She had to cut on the lee side of the field 
so the wind wouldn’t blow the cut grass away. Then she had to fill her wheel barrow full of cut grass and put a railroad tie on 
top so it wouldn’t blow away and wheel the grass down to the cows. It took her nearly all day. I couldn’t help her since I’m 
getting my stuff ready to go hunting in a couple weeks. 

The potato lady is out in the field every day doing a crazy dance trying to get the bad weather to quit so they can dig their 
potatoes.  

NEW YORK 
Nancy Lee, ARCSE Representative 
Email: mlee0006@rochester.rr.com 

Allan Connell writes: Terry and I made our first adventure off of Long Island with our camper in May, traveling down to 
Assateague Island in Maryland. We had a great time camping right on the ocean and viewing the wild ponies.  

In June we traveled to Norway to see our new grand daughter Emily Rose. She was born May 18th. My son and his family 
just moved into a new home just outside of Oslo in Langhus. We were able to help them get settled in, and I helped him 
install a new lawn. The highlight of course was Emily Rose! 

I volunteered to run the camper assistance program at Hither Hills State Park in Montauk and spent two weeks running the 
recreation programs for the kids’ camping. It was awesome and I got to enjoy the ocean for two weeks. Don Pettit and his 
wife, Theresa, visited me while I was out there, and we spent the day touring Montauk. It was great to reconnect. 

In August Terry and I traveled to Kennebunkport, Maine, summer home to the Bush family as in W and George senior. No 
Bush sightings but we did get a good view of the compound. My niece was getting married in Kennebunkport so we took the 
camper there and spent 5 days touring the area. 

In September we traveled to Marbella, Spain to meet with my son and his family. Spain was beautiful and the history is 
amazing. It was a great trip seeing son, Chris and his family.  

I am going back to work 2 days a week as an ACES employee starting October 28th. I am looking forward to reconnecting 
with my former co- workers. Finally, I am officially addicted to golf. I took the sport up when I retired and now it seems that I 
am playing every spare moment of my time. I never thought I would be so into a sport but this has consumed me. I think this 
is the first step in trying to overcome an addiction admitting you have a problem! 

Jim Calhoun writes: I am still enjoying retirement and have no problem keeping busy. In fact, I think I am busier now than 
when I was working. I took three days this month to visit the Gettysburg Battlefield once again with another retired friend 
from DEC. After visiting, I checked my pictures from previous trips and found I have visited the battlefield in 1973, 1983, 
2003, and now 2013. The battle of Gettysburg was fought in 1863. WIERD! 

Sorry to report that Bradford A. Higgins has died on October 18, 2013, at the age of 84. See the In Memoriam section for 
more details. 

Bob Hartrick writes: Not much new in Dale, NY, but we had a great garden with lots of veggies to can. Have been doing a 
little bow hunting but nothing yet. We are planning a trip to see the grandsons for Halloween in a couple of weeks. Went 
pheasant hunting up in Canton last week and between six of us harvested 54 birds, so at least have something in the 
freezer for this winter. I have gotten the tractor ready for winter snows as they are calling for a lot of snow. Al McGuffie and 
I went Lake Trout fishing a few weeks ago and got our limit of three each. Hoping to try and get the Old Area One folks 
together for a fall luncheon soon to reminisce.  

Erwin Rice writes: Gwenn and I are still kicking. All we can report is about our grand kids and a great garden. I was on the 
Honor Flight from Syracuse to Washington, DC on my 92nd birthday. We visited all of the memorial sites and monuments, in 
spite of restrictions.  
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NORTH DAKOTA 
Robert A. Bird, ARCSE Representative 
Email: rajmbird@aol.com  

We had our Annual Reunion on Thursday, September 19th for a noon luncheon at the Bismarck Elks and had 30 in 
attendance.  

 
North Dakota SCS/NRCS Annual Reunion in Bismarck on Sept. 19, 2013. Seated left to right: Luci Johnson, Della Turman, Larry 
Bushey, Neal McClure, Orlin Lyng, Jackie Miller, Gladys Demke, Karen Sando, and Jim Johnson. Standing left to right: Bob and 
Jeannie Bird, Steve Fischer, Brady Kelly, Mike Knudson, Rod O'Clair, Herb and Diane Mittelstedt, Wes Ewine, Jim Thiele, Ron Sando, 
Jon Nestoss, Laurie and Tom Coleman, Allen Pfliger, Bob Boone, and Dean and Charlotte Stenseth. Not pictured: Jerome Spaeth, Vi 
Person, and Stuart Blotter. 

Orlyn Lyng noted he lost his wife 4 years ago, still takes his boxer dog to do shows at nursing homes and other venues, 
and feeds the cats and chases the tomcats away. Jim and Luci Johnson are acting in a Living Masterpiece at Dakota 
Stage Theater. They sit at a table in a representation of a famous masterpiece and don’t move while the public comes to 
view it. Herb and Diane Mittelstedt retired in 1994, have a granddaughter graduating from college, joined the Lions Club, 
and was Sons of Norway President for 3 years.  

Mike Knudson retired in Dec. 2010, is interested in ND History, has been writing books with his wife, took a trip to Norway 
this summer and had a picnic on a farm where his grandfather grew up. Ron and Karen Sando have been very busy. Ron 
was up at 6:30 AM to play golf, have 3 grandsons in CA (50 minutes away) that are in basketball and baseball. Jon 
Nestoss retired a year ago, moved to Park Rapids, MN, 3 grandkids in CA (north of San Diego), youngest son just got 
married and works for Bobcat, works on Habitat for Humanity projects, and volunteering on the Earth Team on the Renwick 
Dam modification. Jerry Spaeth lives in Fargo and was hydrologist on the watershed staff. Jackie Miller is busy knitting 
baby caps for St. Alexius Hospital, visits grandkids in MN, and has a place for summer visits in Pick City. Vi Person will be 
83 in November, enjoyed working for SCS, interested in what Jay Fuhrer, local DC, is doing regarding Soil Health, before 
Kirkwood Mall did shopping on 3rd and 4th Street, husband is very ill, had 63rd anniversary, Bison fan – enjoy the games, 
disappointed in the Twins and Vikings, and finally hired somebody to clean house, but they do it all wrong. Tom Coleman 
has been in ND 25 years, winters in AZ with a 5th wheel, part-time work at Plant Perfect, and took a cruise to Hawaii. Bob 
Boone retired in 1988, winters in Myrtle Beach, still works with Trail County Water Board, 5 children, 11 grandchildren 
(youngest started college), and 12 great grandchildren. Wes Ewine retired for 10 years, enjoys traveling, summer at Lake 
LaMoure, have son in MD, and was in Frisco, TX, last year for the NCAA Bison Championship. Allen Pfliger retired a year 
ago, kids and grandkids close to home, took 7 months off then works part-time. Rod O’Clair works for wildlife services at 
Oakes trying to get the deer off the runway, weekends in the summer goes to mud drags, plays guitar in a praise band on 
Sunday. Steve Fischer was with RC&D in Fargo and retired two years ago, last winter worked in a greenhouse, and has a 
three-and-a-half-year-old granddaughter. Jim Thiele, our outgoing treasurer, thanked the group for donations for mailing 
costs and turned the job over to Wes Ewine, plays pinochle every day at the Elks, has a farm at New Salem, and 8 
grandkids. Gladys Demke’s son David graduated in May with an M.S. in performing arts from the University of MD. He did 
a film on the Gordon Kahl incident at Medina. He is getting married in Oct., and son Jim got married again. Neal McClure 
lives in a care center in West Fargo, has two sons there to take care of medicines and checkbook, retired in 1976, and 
reads the newspaper with his left eye. Brady Kelly, Neal’s nephew, retired 4 years ago, and has 6 grandkids with the oldest 
3 years old. Bob and Jeannie Bird related their travels as noted in the last issue, and we still volunteer at the Heritage 
Center Archives, and Bob still volunteers with VFW, NDSWCS, and NDSPE.  
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We had several responses from those who could not attend the reunion as follows:  Dick Kukowski recently survived a 
near fatal accident, is in recuperation mode, and no condition to circulate around. Jim Thompson can’t travel that far and 
really misses his wife, Sally. Arnold Schoepp is in a care facility in Ashley, ND. Wes Wiedenmeyer had a reoccurrence of 
renal cancer that was discovered when he broke his right femur in mid-June. Had surgery on the leg to place a rod in it, 15 
radiation treatments, and his 5th chemo treatment a couple weeks ago. He is confined to the house and totally dependent on 
a walker for at least another month. He is tolerating chemo fairly well, but needs to avoid large groups of people due to 
weakened immunity. Wished he could be at reunion to hear what is happening with everyone, but will read about it in the 
ARCSE newsletter. Punch Podoll said if he doesn’t make it, to “Greet the Troops!”  Terry Carlson is working in Sidney, 
MT. Bruce and Liz Clark are babysitting. Dave DeWald is having an angiogram. Everett Johnson is having trouble with 
his legs, eyesight, and trying to figure out a walker. Myron and Cheryl Senechal are delivering Meals on Wheels. Gerry 
Balvik has company from Norway. She sees Tom Kleingartner sometimes at the Pantry Café. They have enjoyed 
traveling since retirement and have visited all but 4 states in the US, and 3 of those they’ll be seeing in April 2014. Since 
August 2007 they have been to Hawaii, Alaska, Caribbean Cruise (ABS islands, Panama, Costa Rica), Australia, New 
Zealand, Norway, Holland, Western Canada, bus trip of Western US and bus trip of NE US, Caribbean Cruise to Bahamas, 
St. Johns, St. Maarten, Cozumel Mexico, Haiti, Jamaica, and will be leaving soon for Salt Lake City and Zion National Park. 
Lee Saele turned 70. He gets to ND a couple times a year. He is probably fishing at Devils Lake with his brothers during our 
reunion. He played golf several times this summer for the first time in 35 years. He plays with his son-in-law who hits it 300-
400 yards. Babysitting grandkids often and Margo still works. He is trying to finish a shop project and paint it (a two-year 
project so far). John and Lorraine Knecht celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary Nov. 25th, 2012. Denny Meyer is 
having an 80th birthday party in October.  

Stuart Blotter, Assistant State Conservationist in Jamestown, represented the State Conservationist Mary Podoll and 
related activities of the North Dakota NRCS. EQIP Cons. Program had 950 contracts on 384,000 acres and spent 20 million 
dollars. Wetland Reserve had 42 applications on 6,200 acres, and Waterbank had 89 contracts. Some big changes are 
People’s Gardens with NRCS providing assistance in gardening, growing potatoes on top of the ground and cover with 
mulch, assistance on high tunnels for individuals to grow their own produce. Portable panels are being used for livestock in 
a crop situation so livestock can winter in a field. Computers and GPS in every office and 3-D survey equipment. The 
younger generation likes all the technology. Soil Health is now as big as Soil Erosion once was. Every Conservation 
practice will now have a Soil Health component. Microbial activity in the soil is also big. They have no budget and no farm 
bill. Last year they cut 7 ½% and have lost 15% in two years. Some new methods are video conferencing, telework or work 
from home, and partnering with Pheasants Forever and Ducks Unlimited. Lincoln-Oakes Nursery is going to shut down the 
Oakes Nursery and possibly work more with the State Nursery at Towner.  

Bob Boone and I attended the inurnment of Mel Davis at the ND Veterans Cemetery and were joined by Orlin Lyng to visit 
with the family at a reception afterwards. Mel’s daughter noted that one of the last trips that Mel made to ND, he wanted to 
drive by the ND Veterans Cemetery. She said she thought it was unusual at the time, but she said now she understands 
why. In the process of updating our mailing address for the reunion we found several were deceased. Roy Morkert from 
Leeds, ND, died July 21, 1999 in Ludington, Mich. John V. Klein Sr. from Beulah, ND, died May 22, 2010, in Bismarck. 
Bette Bereuter, wife of Lynn “Buzz” Bereuter, formerly of Bismarck died in Edina, MN March 9, 2013. Frank Hobbs died 
in Bothell, WA, May 6, 1997. Vernon Slagh, Lincoln, ND, retired from Linton, ND died in Bismarck June 24, 2013. Dorothy 
Porter, wife of former Cavalier DC Joe Porter, died September 14, 2013 in Walhalla, ND. See the In Memoriam section for 
more details. 

I hope that everyone has a wonderful Christmas season, much good health, and a new year that has new adventures that 
we are still able to enjoy. 

OHIO 
Larry Tornes, ARCSE Representative 
Email: larrytornes@aol.com 

Eighteen retirees, spouses, and NRCS employees attended the annual SCS/NRCS Retirees’ Social Gathering and 
Luncheon on September 13th at the MCL Cafeteria, 5240 East Main Street, Columbus, Ohio. Following the invocation by 
Pastor Dave Berna, the luncheon was enjoyed by Jane Aycock, Dave and Nora Berna, Joe and Marge Branco, Dave 
and Terry Brooks, Denny Brown, Dan Conrad, Ralph and Betty Gray, John Gerken, Keith and Joanne Huffman, 
Mark Smith, Joe and Carolyn Steiger, and Larry Tornes. 

Larry Tornes received word that the following had passed away since the 2012 luncheon: Neil Rubel’s wife; Barbara 
Clayton’s husband, John; Bob Keen’s wife Peggy; Betty Overholt (David’s wife); Rodney Hayden; Tom Edwards; 
Kyle Moran; Wayne Achor; Robert Warren; Tom Ernstes; Jim Huff; and Gabe Rozsa. Bob Dush and Olin Seely 
passed away in 2011. He asked for a moment of silence for them and all retirees that have passed. See the In Memoriam 
section of this newsletter or the ARCSE web site for more information. 
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Larry introduced Mark Smith, State Resource Conservationist, NRCS, who did an outstanding job discussing current NRCS 
challenges and activities. The Great Lakes and Grand Lake St. Mary’s Watersheds are considered distressed watersheds. 
The State of Ohio is developing state regulations on manure and fertilizer applications. There are currently 225 NRCS 
employees in Ohio.  

Joe Branco, Retired State Conservationist, was Master of Ceremonies for introduction of retirees. Everything is going good 
for Ralph and Betty Gray. Ralph is still volunteering as a Train Man on the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad. Dave and 
Terry Brooks spend their summers in Ohio and winters in Pompano Beach Florida. He has been playing a lot of golf. 

Joe Steiger is still doing soil consulting. The requests for soil consulting are increasing as a result of the Utica shale oil and 
gas boom in eastern Ohio. The Fairfield SWCD is walking and gathering information on every mile of the drainage ditches in 
the Buckeye Lake Watershed. Dennis Brown sold his house in Ravenna. He is now living near his daughter in Republic, 
Ohio. Dave Berna has been retired from NRCS for 19 years. He has since retired as forester for Grove City. Dave had a 
good time traveling to Forest Soils Conferences, etc. during his career. 

Jon Gerken retired from NRCS in August 2012. He is enjoying their 15 acres and plans to build a pond. One of their sons 
and his wife live next door with three grandchildren. Keith and Joanne Huffman have moved from Florida to Marysville, 
Ohio. They will be married 55 years in December. Keith is working as a sub in the Marysville school system. Joanne is 
involved with a string group. Dan Conrad retired 9 years ago and says retirement is good. He is still doing consulting. 

Joe and Marge Branco go to Louisiana for 4 months in the winter then back to Ohio. He is still doing some fishing. Larry 
and Anna Tornes are still quite involved in Big Walnut Friends Who Share – that assists the needy in the Big Walnut 
Community with food, clothing, furniture, and appliances. They had a great time at their family reunion in a large ski house 
in Steamboat Colorado this summer. Larry is still doing some soil consulting. It was mentioned that Romey Myszka is in 
California. Harry Slawter has Lou Gehrig’s disease and has no use of his hands and legs. 

Messages were received from a number of retirees that couldn’t make the meeting. John Peterson and Kevin Brown both 
said hello. John Crumrine said he will be salmon fishing near Detroit today. Wanda Hilner said she doesn’t travel much. 
She lives at Cheboygan, Michigan. Wanda has a mild case of Parkinson disease. Dave Kile lives in Kendallville, Indiana. 
Said they do not travel as much anymore; however, would be great to see all of you. Dave and Marge plan to fly to Florida 
on November 18th for the winter. 

Bob Bailey replied that they could not make the luncheon. Marvin and Jeannine Bureau have sold their home to a 
member of the family and moved into the Brookdale Place assisted living facility in Wooster. Jeannine has Parkinson 
disease. Richard and Annette Rush are on vacation. He continues to do meals on wheels. They are quite involved in 
church, YMCA, etc. activities. Walter Cooper cannot make luncheon. His health causes him to move slowly. 

Tom Haynes wrote that things are going good for him. Thornie Hole came down with the flu after he took the flu shot so 
was not able to make the trip from New Jersey. Rex Mapes’s wife Carol is on oxygen; however, appears to be doing okay. 
She was in the hospital about 3 months ago. 

Joyce Keller called. She is very active in the Ted Lewis Museum. Her husband died in 2009. She was hoping to attend 
today; however, had to volunteer at the museum. Joe Lee wrote that Bonnie has a severe case of Alzheimer’s disease, so 
they cannot attend. George Schmelzer called to let us know he is in an assisted living facility at 1834 Countryside Drive in 
Lancaster, Ohio. His family is preparing to sell the farm. 

OREGON 
Don Stettler, ARCSE Representative 
Email: don.stettler@comcast.net  

It seems that we never have a "climatological normal" here in the Northwest. At the end of September the remnants of a 
Pacific typhoon blasted northern Oregon and southern Washington with wind and rain. The result was the Portland area 
having the wettest September since recordkeeping started in 1872. But then in October, the spigot has been nearly turned 
off and we have had delightful Indian summer weather, perfect for the fall quarter lunch held on October 23rd at the 
Clackamas The Old Spaghetti Factory. Attending were Lowell and Marian Kenedy, Bruce Newton, Dick and Kathy 
Sylvester, Gail Voge, Beth Zetter, Anna Cerotsky , Marcine Richmond, Bobbie Hart, Joe and Becky Sahlfeld, Pat 
Willey, Kay Denfeld, Eldena VanderZanden, Clifton and Marva Deal, Leonard Gilson, Jon Lea, Leland Saele, and 
yours truly, Don Stettler. 

Bruce Newton told the group that he has enjoyed the first months of his retirement. He and his wife hiked in the Spanish 
Pyrenees Mountains for a week. He has also enjoyed trying out his new fly fishing gear but is now working on his honey-do 
list. Pat Willey reported that he is now a grandfather. He is also trying out winemaking for the first time. Joe Sahlfeld's 
news was that Becky is now retired and that they have been busy going to weddings for their children. Anna Cerotsky 
announced that she is now a great grandmother for the third time. Bobbie Hart and her husband recently celebrated their 
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50th wedding anniversary. Clifton and Marva Jo Deal are also celebrating their 50th anniversary, something on which they 
got an early start. Kay Denfeld told us she was looking forward to attending a Seattle Seahawk game. Beth Zetter has 
been working on her family's genealogy. Dick Sylvester is still just semi-retired as he is volunteering several days a week. 
He and Kathy recently vacationed in Montana. Leonard Gilson reported that he and Sharon have both retired from their 
private practices. Lowell Kenedy told the group that he has been working on his shed. He also theorized as to why two 
cylinder John Deere tractors are less damaging to hearing. Leland Saele said he has been busy baking banana bread. He 
also crashed a gift model airplane given to him for his 70th birthday on its maiden flight. Jon Lea is enjoying his first months 
of retirement. He is kept busy with his involvement in several dog clubs. I briefly reported on my recent trip to Germany.  

Other news from those who could not attend the lunch is from Gary Formanek. Gary has been cast in the Theatre in the 
Grove's production of Mel Brooks’ musical, Young Frankenstein. He said the part did not include dancing but he would sing 
with an ensemble. Jack Kanalz told me he would be in the Montana mountains setting up an elk camp for his group's 54th 
consecutive hunt. In mid-September I spotted Big Foot in Aloha, actually Gary Conaway wearing a walking cast. Gary said 
he broke his leg and had been wearing the cast for three months and was looking forward to being rid of it very soon.  

Lowell Kenedy, Leland Saele, and Jon Lea 

 

Dick Sylvester, Kathy Sylvester, Beth Zetter, Marcine 
Richmond, and Bobbie Hart 

Gail Voge and Dick Sylvester

 

Gary Formanek is in the cast

PENNSYLVANIA 
William Bowers, ARSCE Representative 
Email: wbowers@comcast.net  

Thirty-six retirees met at the Pietro Mushroom Farm in Chester County. Chris Alonzo, owner, gave an overview of 
mushroom growing and a tour of this modern facility. We saw spawning beds, mushrooms emerging, and button 
mushrooms ready for picking. Yearly production is about 35 lbs. of mushrooms per square foot. 

At the business meeting, Treasurer John Mickley recommended a donation to the Keystone Chapter SWCD Penn State 
Scholarship fund of $400. Motion carried. President Bill Bowers reported that NRCS can keep its long standing and well 
recognized logo (editor’s note: recent information may indicate otherwise—more later). Thanks to those who helped with the 
lobbying. Tim Murphy reported on NARFE activities and that the new “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” does not 
impact federal employees. Medical updates were offered for Carole Heidecker, B. Pysher and Fred Bubb. Bill also 
reported that former State Engineer Ed Helmey called and congratulated the organization on its activities and newsletter. 
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Harvey Pinkerton provided information on the McKeever Environmental Learning Center in Mercer County. Harvey and 
Vickie offered to host the 2014 meeting at that location. The consensus was, “Let’s go.” The Ulery’s and Mickley’s offered 
to work with the Pinkerton’s to plan the meeting, tentatively set for September 15, 2014. Pete Vanderstappen gave the 
NRCS current activities report. 

After lunch and the notorious group photo, we divided into three groups and had a fabulous tour of the beautiful Longwood 
Gardens. The gardens were spectacular, especially the lily pond where some of the lily pads were over four feet in 
diameter. The morning rain gave way to afternoon sun which made the gardens beautiful. A special thanks to Rose Marie 
Updegraff for making the arrangements with Longwood Gardens and to Bill Bowers, Tim Murphy and Rose Marie 
Updegraff for arranging and hosting the meeting. It was a good day for all. 

Attending were Bill and Mary Ann Bowers, Don and Shirley Lindsey, Dale and Rose Marie Updegraff, Fred and Jane 
Schuetz, John and Ellen Mank, John and Donna Mickley, Ed and Sherrie White, John and Ann Akers, Alan and 
Judith Wood, Alan and Deborah Bennett, Richard and Susan Shockey, Harvey and Vickie Pinkerton, Donald and 
Susan Bowers, Pete and Barbara Vandersatppen, Tim and Regina Murphy, Frank and Bev Harvatine, Frank and 
Jane Resides, and Nevin and Judy Ulery. 

Pennsylvania Annual Retiree Meeting 

 

Tour of the Pietro Mushroom Farm 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Byron Thompson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: landmgtinc@wctel.net  

South Carolina Association Mtg. Back Row: Jimmy Sanders, 
Lewis Harman son, Luke Nance, Grady Adkins, Arron Wood, 
Walt Douglas, Center Row: Laurely Nance, Lewis Harman, Hugh 
Caldwell, Al McNeill, Ellis Marrow, Dan Guy, Front Row: Bill 
Melven, Dory Reeves, Byron Thompson, Sylvia Williams, James 
Williams, Mary Thompson, and Linda McNeill. 

Bill Melvin does not know about retirement. After retiring 
from NRCS as SC Biologist, Bill has worked for the 
Lexington Conservation District for over 20 years serving 
in many different positions. Bill is not retiring yet, as he will 
be serving on Lexington County public works staff. Grady 
Adkins, retired State Engineer, is back in the states after 
completing work on a replacement dam in Australia. 
Dennis Bauknight, retired District Conservationist, is 
serving his final year on the SC Forestry Association. He is 
presenting at their State Association meeting this month. 
One of our members, Frank Killian has moved to St. 
Simon’s Island, GA. The Thompson’s (Mary and Byron) 
traveled to Arkansas early in September passing through 
the Delta agriculture areas of Mississippi and Arkansas. It 
was great to see the different agricultural crops in the 
harvesting stage.  

Our South Carolina Association will be having their fall 
meeting in Lexington SC Thursday Oct. 24th, with 
representatives from the SC Commission of Agriculture 
giving an update on agriculture in the state and future 
plans. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA 
Michael Kuch, ARCSE Representative 
Email: miklon@swiftel.net 

South Dakota has been pretty quiet except for bad wet weather. On the day that the western half of the state was having 3 
to 5 feet of snow, eastern South Dakota was having tornadoes with several farms either destroyed or badly damaged. The 
snow storm has caused extensive losses with estimates running as high as 60,000 cattle lost. Since the storm, the state has 
received several inches of rain, and people are still trying to figure out losses as they can’t get around to find their stock due 
to flooding rivers and creeks and extremely muddy conditions on the prairie. Other than that we are still trying to get 
everyone to join ARCSE and enjoy all the benefits.  

Dave Konechne: After retiring from the BOR I formed an Engineering Consulting Service called Konechne Engineering. I 
contracted with the FF&WL and GF&P to survey and design large dams needing a water right. I will be closing out my 
business at the end of this year. Elaine and I purchased a house in Sun City West, AZ and will be spending the winter 
there. All our children have returned to live in good old South Dakota. 

Yvonne Haefner: Not much happened in Murdo during the blizzard. Interstate was closed from Murdo to the Wyoming 
border as of Friday night. After the hotels filled up here by Saturday night at 5 PM we opened the Murdo Auditorium where 
we bring in cots and sleep systems for everyone. Only 32 people shared the Auditorium. I assisted the disaster coordinator 
with this. Over 250 trucks lined the streets and Hwy 83 south until the gates were lifted on Saturday. Murdo got 5 inches of 
rain and a little snow. 

Ron and Mary Hendricks on their Broken Spur Ranch

 

Ron and Mary Hendricks, Broken Spur Ranch: Mary, the 
ranch and I are all doing fine. Received 2.5” of much 
needed rain out of that storm last week. We got a lot of 
wind but the snow didn’t quite get to us, just west. Those 
folks are having a tough time. Lots of cattle lost (even 
some got into Rapid City). Had the 3 granddaughters here 
this summer. Got lots of fence fixed and other odd jobs. 
Oldest granddaughter helped me bring a rock in. She was 
doing the “scouting” so we didn’t tear out fence corners, 
etc. Couldn’t pick the rock up, so lifted and pushed and got 
it home. Weighs about 7 tons. Life is good! 

Dwight Hale: I would of course like to join ARSCE. I just 
completed a 45-day vacation with my 2 sisters and mates 
to Australia and New Zealand. The first 3 weeks there was 
a fantastic organized tour. The attached map shows where 

 
we went. Then we met a 
sailing club from 
Minneapolis and rented 2 
catamaran sailing boats 
(45 ft.) and spent 2 weeks 
sailing in the Great Barrier 
Reef area. I especially 
recommend the south end 
of the south island of New 
Zealand - snow covered 
mountains with valleys that never quite freeze, 1000+ ft. 
deep lakes, and large areas that get 300+ inches of rain 
per year. Of course the Outback and many other places 
are also amazing.This was my 11th international trip since 
retiring in 2004 (local sailing, bus tours and this) and it 
seems to me the whole modern world is becoming one 
people - same clothes, ideas, speak English at least as a 
second language and very friendly and helpful. 

Gondola to restaurant, Queenstown, NZ
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Fruit bats in town 

 

 
Kangaroo tail snack 

TEXAS (NORTH AREA) 
Arnold King, ARCSE Representative 
Email: arnolddking@hotmail.com  

The October 2013 meeting of the SCS/NRCS Alumni Club will be at 10:00 AM on Friday, October 25th, 2013 at St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church, 100 SW Alsbury Blvd., Burleson, TX. Meats and drinks will be provided. Please bring a salad, side dish, or 
dessert. 

Marie Garsjo presided over the July business meeting. Twenty three persons were present for the July 19th meeting: Earl 
Blakley, Elaine and Billy Don Davis, Bernie Owen, Joyce Petty, Jim and Jere Rickman, Dave and Barb Stockbridge, 
Joe Nichols, Don Kapalka, Barbara Gillum, Mark Boysen, Dennis Gaster, Dave Drennan, Anita Plummer, Harland 
Dietz, Don Kapalka, Marie Garsjo, Clyde Goodman, Tom Hodges, Bernelle Baxley, and Dennis Erinakes.  

Bernie Owen brought up some items in Maxine’s absence. There was mention of Larry Butler’s TV Program, which has 
been well received. Maxine talked with Del Rockenbaugh, and they are unable to come to the meetings unless someone 
picks them up. Don Kapalka asked Bernie a question regarding the Obama Care tax credit. Bernie said an IRS ruling was 
waiting on guidance. Don also talked about the “death panel” or “ethics panel,” which decides the fate of those waiting for 
life saving medical procedures. Bernie Owen said Maxine is leaving for Arizona on August 28. Dennis Gaster reported on 
a blasted kidney stone, which he hopes was destroyed. He also told about an exciting basketball game he had watched. 
The score was 7 to 4, and his granddaughter played in the game. 

Dennis Erinakes has been busy with the production of a groundwater computer model. To give an example of how the use 
of groundwater has grown he said that in 1900 in the Fort Worth-Cleburne area of Texas, water then was artesian. Today 
the water is at a depth of 1,000 feet. They are looking for the best available guidance to manage the groundwater. 

Clyde Goodman’s wife has been recuperating from back surgery. She tries to walk for 20 minutes each day, and he has 
been reworking his Iris bed, and has 4 boxes of bulbs available. She had 2 collapsed vertebrae and 4 rods placed in her 
back. Dave Drennan has had his annual sports trip which he takes with his son pushed back this year. The original plan 
was to go to Ohio but his son is selling his home and moving in September. He hopes to now go on the trip in November or 
December. His son’s twin boys, age 6, are playing ball already. 

Dave and Barb Stockbridge made a Canadian rail trip with Don and Helen Shanklin. He also reported that Don Shanklin 
had a squamous cancer removed from deep in his neck, in a lymph gland. Don has been going through subsequent testing 
to locate the source of the cancer which doctors feel metastasized from another source, and thus far have not had any 
success. Mark Boysen is a trained volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, and has worked in Granbury where 40 of 52 of 
Habitat for Humanity homes were destroyed by a tornado. He helped build 3 homes in 3 weeks. 

Jere Rickman reported that her grandson made the Allen varsity tennis team. Don Newman has been getting a rent house 
ready to sell. Joe Nichols is doing fine, and is also doing a lot of volunteer work. Betty Sisson said August is her favorite 
month because of all the clearance sales, but she has saved about as much money as she can afford. She is going to be a 
great grandmother, and they already know it will be a boy. 

Barb Stockbridge reported on Dave’s fourth “once in a life time” fishing trips. She said the Canadian rail trip was amazing, 
with wonderful weather and beautiful scenery. Barbara Gillum said aging has some benefits as she is going to save money 
on books by re-reading them. She is also involved in teaching a 16-year-old boy how to drive a stick shift car. Elaine Davis 
is recovering from a drive to California and has a family reunion next month. 
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Marie Garsjo is back from a geological meeting with 115 geologists in Montana. She arrived a week early – due to a mix up 
on the date. She is going to Carlsbad Cavern next week. 

We sadly recognize the passing of Henry Harold Bryant Jr. and Jack N. Foshee, husband of (now retired) long-time 
Nacogdoches AO Hdq. clerk Beth Foshee, who passed away on August 17, their 61st wedding anniversary. See the In 
Memoriam section for more details. 

Marie Garsjo presided over the September business meeting. Twenty persons were present:  Earl Blakley, Bernie & 
Maxine Owen, Joyce Petty, Jim and Jere Rickman, Don Kapalka, Barbara Gillum, Dennis Gaster, Dave Drennan, 
Anita Plummer, Don Newman, Marie Garsjo, Clyde Goodman, Tom Hodges, Paul Kirkland, Bonnie McKee, Arnold & 
Willeene King, and Dennis Erinakes.  

Bernie Owen gave an excellent presentation on US taxes. He gave a brief history of taxation, explained the filing options, 
forms available, and discussion in general on taxes. He said the most qualified person to provide assistance in your tax 
filing is an Enrolled Agent. They have had the most intense training and testing. 

Corrections: I expect Betty Sisson was surprised to learn she was going to be a great grandmother, as she has no 
children. Bernelle Baxley IS going to be a great grandmother, not Betty Sisson. Last attendance showed Don Kapalka 
twice and missed showing Don Newman. 

Willeene King said she and Arnold just returned from Mexico where they had a great time. Their son, Todd, is still 
recovering from a motorcycle accident. Marie Garsjo said her husband’s daughter and she went on a trip to Carlsbad 
Caverns, and the whole family went to New Orleans. They spent a couple of nights in New Iberia in a cabin only 8 feet off 
the water; the water contained alligators. She also just returned from a professional meeting in Seattle and came back 
exhausted. 

Don Newman reported that Nancy Elliot was leaving the NRCS Federal Credit Union where she has served for many 
years. Don is sad to see her go as are our members who have known and worked with Nancy. Don Kapalka is still living 
part time in Dallas. He goes there 2 days each week. He read a book on Amon Carter that he said was an excellent read. 
Amon: The Texan Who Played Cowboy for America by Jerry Flemmons. Jere Rickman went to Angel Fire, NM, and then 
to a 50-year high school reunion in Quanah, TX. 

Paul Kirkland related that his wife, Betty, had a stroke about one month ago. Presently she is unable to communicate. Her 
attitude is good and she is slowly progressing except for her speech. She would welcome visitors. She is at the Trail Lake 
Nursing and Rehab, 7100 Trail Lake Dr., Fort Worth, TX. 

Dennis Gaster said the doctors couldn’t make him any better. He had a planned Boy Scout camp-out, but it was canceled 
due to weather. Dennis Erinakes made his deadlines on the technical review of the groundwater report for North Texas. 
The review group will spend Tuesday looking at comments. Dennis sends our newsletter to friends of his in Maine, with 
whom he continues to correspond. His son Michael and his crew caught 3 alligators; Michael’s was just under 10 feet. 

Clyde Goodman’s wife continues to heal from back surgery. Some changes in prescription drugs may be of interest to 
others. Hydrocodone can only be prescribed for a limited time, depending on the type of surgery. Most drugs designed to 
limit pain are now handled under a pain management physician. Dave Drennan said he had shingles as a teenager, as 
there was some discussion about shingles and how stress can trigger them. His son is building a new home in Rio Vista. 
His grandson got Pertussis, which has delayed Dave’s annual sports trip. He is now going to Kentucky in November. His 
wife is wearing a boot to treat a stress fracture as a result of hiking in Alaska, and his granddaughter is running cross 
country track. 

Maxine Owen reported that their daughter-in-law Kym is slowly healing from surgery she had on August 1st. Maxine flew 
out for ten days in early September to help Mitch and the family move into their new home in Vail, Arizona. Barbara Gillum 
expressed surprise that the grandson she taught to drive a stick shift vehicle passed his driving test. Edith Ratcliff-Frazier 
recently traveled to Georgia for a family reunion. She is looking forward to seeing all of her first cousins! Bob Arhelger has 
healed, is stronger, and ready to go back home to his and Hannah’s home in Granbury.  

It is with great sadness we report the passing of Jerry Alexander, Joe Damon Moore, Dixie Lee Shreve, and Gregory H. 
Smead. Our condolences are extended to their families. Additional information is included in the In Memoriam section. 

WASHINGTON DC NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA 
John Peterson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: jwpeterson@cox.net  

Warren and Barb Lee enjoyed surrounding the ARCSE meeting in Reno with a few days in the Napa Valley visiting 
wineries and a few days in Yosemite National Park. Great fun had by all. Those of us in the Washington DC Area are 
pleased that you are the new President of the ARCSE, Warren. Congratulations. 
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Earl Terpstra was inducted into the National Farm Toy Hall of Fame on Thursday, October 31st, 2013. The ceremony took 
place at the Dyersville Golf and Country Club in Dyersville, IA. I have followed Earl’s collection of real tractors and farm toys 
for many years, and really wish Blanche and I could have been there to celebrate with Earl. He must be one of the foremost 
collectors in the U.S. Congratulations, Earl. I hope you will send along some induction pictures that I might get to Jerry for 
inclusion in a future newsletter.  

Bob Kohnke sends “In June, I made a two-week land tour along the Dalmation Coast with my daughter, Kay and son, 
Scott. This is the Adriatic coast of what we once called Yugoslavia. The tour began in the south at Kotor near Albania. We 
moved northward along the coast to visit Mostar, Dubrovnik, Split, Opatia and other historic and scenic places in Croatia, 
and finished at Bled Lake in Slovenia near the Austrian border. The tour group included 40 senior Americans, the happiest 
jovial bunch I’ve ever travelled with. One of the highlights of this group was a guy named Silliman. When I told him about a 
friend in SCS named June Silliman, he said, “That’s my dad!” You wouldn’t believe how excited and happy he was that I 
knew his dad. Many of our Newsletter readers knew June Silliman in the Midwest, Illinois, Wisconsin, and finally the 
National Office for several years. Many of these folks are big-time travelers in retirement. Silliman claims to have travelled 
on all seven continents. Are there really seven? It was a great, fun trip for us. (I believe there are 7 continents, Bob. They 
are: North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Australia – Oceana). 

The Washington DC Area retirees met for their fall luncheon at Phillips Flagship Restaurant on Thursday, 3 OCT. Diana 
Morse and Barbara Osgood are teaming up as luncheon planners and moderators. We all appreciate their pitching in. 
Attending this luncheon were Jerry Bernard, Valorie Butler, Neal and Eleanor Bogner, Carol Campbell, Plater and 
Faye Campbell, Roger Cronshey, Joe Haugh, Doug Helms, Wes and Dottie Hofstad, Doug Hoy, Bill Irwin, Lennie 
Losh, Bob Kohnke, Ron Marlow, Hagner Mister, Diana Morse, Barbara Osgood, John Peterson, Dave Ralston, Marc 
Safley, Lee Shields, Peter Smith, and Bill Boyer. Probably because of the federal government shutdown, no NRCS 
official was able to be with us to speak officially. We were all pleased to have Lennie Losh back with us. Our long-time 
Potomac Reporter recently turned his duties over to John Stierna. Lennie did mention that with the shutdown, the budget 
discussions, and everything else happening today, he was concerned that federal pay and benefits would soon be coming 
under scrutiny and probably be reduced. I think many of us have thought about that possibility. Ron Marlow talked of the 
ARCSE, the summer luncheon with SWCS in Reno, and membership. Bill Boyer, immediate Past President of SWCS said 
a few words. Diana then asked John Peterson to talk about what was happening in DC. John discussed the Farm Bill, 
SWCS (where he serves as their Washington DC Representative), The Land Improvement Contractors of America, LICA 
(where he is their Director of Government Relations), NACD (where he represents VA on the NACD Board of Directors), 
changes at NRCS, the federal budget, and some people of interest; new USDA Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden (formerly 
the NACD CEO), new USDA Under Secretary for NRE Robert Bonnie (oversees the NRCS and FS), NRCS Chief Jason 
Weller, NRCS Associate Chief for Operations Leonard Jordan, and Tom Christensen is still acting at the Associate Chief 
for Management. The spring 2015 luncheon will be held Thursday, 1 MAY 2014 most likely at Phillips Flagship.  

Barb and Warren Lee spent a week in Maine enjoying the fall colors around Arcadia National Park and wonderful lobster 
dinners with former colleagues Galen Bridge, Tom and Jeanne George, Ron and Barb Moreland, and Larry and Karen 
Lenz. 

In the above write-up on the fall luncheon, one of the attendees was Hagner Mister. Hagner worked for SCS from 1953-86, 
and went on to have a very distinguished career in a variety of positions in Maryland, including that of the MD Secretary of 
Agriculture from 2001-2003. Diana Morse sent your reporter a bio of Hagner (included here). It’s quite impressive. We are 
delighted he joined us for the luncheon, and hope he will become a regular attendee.  

The Farm Bill expired Tuesday, causing a great deal of uncertainty throughout the agriculture and conservation 
communities. The impacts will be staggered over the next few months, as some programs end in December, while others 
continue until the end of the crop year. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack reported that disaster insurance for livestock 
producers will go unpaid, even as 70 percent of cattle producers grapple with severe drought and rising feed prices. 
Conservation programs including the Conservation Reserve Program, the Wetlands Reserve Program, the Chesapeake 
Bay Watershed Program, and the Grassland Reserve Program will be shut down as of today to any new enrollments. Any 
farmers seeking help to restore wetlands or rehabilitate their land will have to wait indefinitely, until the program is resumed. 
Funding questions surround the operation of USDA's seven energy programs, including one that provides loans to 
biorefinery producers to commercialize fuels made from agricultural residues, perennial grasses, municipal solid waste and 
algae. The Farm Bill's expiration won't affect ongoing projects, but instead hampers the department's ability to sign up new 
farmers and ranchers. The House is expected to appoint members to a conference committee next week, but it is not likely 
that much progress will be made during the first half of October. The Farm Bill conference committee will have a number of 
issues to resolve, the biggest of which is the gap between the House and Senate with respect to the nutrition programs. 
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Some of the luncheon participants, left to right: 
Hagner Mister, Bob Kohnke, Neal and Eleanor 
Bogner, Bill Boyer, Diana Morse 

 

Barbara Osgood and Joe Haugh 

 

HAGNER R. MISTER 

MD Secretary of Agriculture, 2001-03  

MD Secretary of Agriculture, February 1, 2001 to January 15, 2003. MD Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, 1998-2001. 

Member, Calvert County Board of Education, 1973-82 (past president). Member, Board of County Commissioners, Calvert 
County, 1990-98 (president, 1994-98). Member, Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland, 1990-98 (past chair).  

Member, Board of Regents, University System of Maryland, 2001-03; Governor's Executive Council, 2001-03; Cabinet Council on 
Business, Economic Development, and Transportation, 2001-03; Governor's Subcabinet for International Affairs, 2001-03; Smart 
Growth and Neighborhood Conservation Subcabinet, 2001; Smart Growth Subcabinet, 2001-03; Maryland Agricultural Land 
Preservation Foundation, 2001-03; Governor's Council on the Chesapeake Bay, 2001-03; State Children's Environmental Health 
and Protection Advisory Council, 2001-03; Maryland Food Center Authority, 2001-03; Maryland Horse Industry Board, 2001-03; 
Mid-Atlantic Poultry Health Council, 2001-03; Governor's Pesticide Council, 2001-03; Rural Legacy Board, 2001-03; Scenic and 
Wild Rivers Review Board, 2001-03; State Soil Conservation Committee, 2001-03; Maryland Winery and Grape Growers' Advisory 
Board, 2001-03. Member, Task Force to Study the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation, 2001; Task Force on 
Energy Conservation and Efficiency in Maryland, 2001; Task Force on Resource-Based Industry in Maryland, 2001-02. Co-Chair, 
Interagency Nutrient Reduction Oversight Committee, 2001-03. Member, Advisory Committee on the Management and Protection 
of the State's Water Resources, 2002-03; Task Force to Study the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation, 2002-03. 
Co-Chair, Agriculture Work Group, Governor-elect's Transition Team, 2006-07. 

Born December 20, 1934. Graduated from Calvert County High School, 1953. Served in Maryland National Guard, 1952-58; U.S. 
Army Reserves, 1958-60. Farmer. Employed by Natural Resources and Conservation Service, US Dept. of Agriculture, 1953-86. 
Member, Calvert County Democratic Central Committee, 2002-. Member, Soil Conservation Society of America (past president, 
Old Line Chapter); National Association of Conservation Districts. Member, Environmental Commission, Calvert County; Prince 
Frederick Lodge No. 142, AF&AM; Calvert County Farm Bureau; Trinity United Methodist Church. Commendation Award, Soil 
Conservation Society of America, 1983. Married, three children. 

Roger Cronshey, Bill Irwin, Ron Marlow 

 

Foreground: Marc Safley, Bill Boyer, John Peterson, 
Doug Helms 



ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 40, No. 6   November/December 2013 

Page 29 of 35 (email version) 

WEST VIRGINIA  
Peg Reese, ARCSE Representative 
Email: pegreesewv@gmail.com  

Bob Schnably, District Conservationist for the Ranson Field Office retired on September 3rd.  

On August 17, 2013 the sixth “power botanizing” trek for what has been coined the “Love of Grass” rendezvoused in 
Lincoln, NE at the home of fellow trekker Robert MacLauchlan, who retired as National Plant Materials Specialist in 1984. 
In addition to Bob, the 2013 trek team included NRCS retirees Jack Carlson (Colorado), Wendell Hassell (Colorado), 
Larry Holzworth (Montana), Wendall Oaks (Colorado), and Curtis Sharp (West Virginia). The botanizing power in the 
group is not uniformly distributed, but this does not depress the enthusiasm for the search. Previous treks have included the 
Flint Hills of Kansas and Sandhills of Nebraska (2008), the western Dakotas (2009), southern tall grass and blackland 
prairies of Oklahoma and Texas (2010), eastern Montana and Wyoming (2011), and the Chihuahuan and Sonoran deserts 
of southeastern Arizona (2012). The 2013 trek took the group through the tall grass prairie of the northern heartland. 

The sixth trek itinerary was charted through 12 prairies in eastern Nebraska and Dakotas to Fargo/Morehead, then back 
down through western Minnesota and Iowa, the sites interspersed among the corn, soybeans, smooth brome, and wind 
turbines. Geologically, the Coteau des Prairies was a highlight. In seven days 15 inventories were completed, and the team 
enjoyed a few non-inventory activities including lunch with fellow plant materials retiree Erling Jacobson and his wife 
Lois, and range conservationist retiree John Gunderson at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 

The inventory mission is to identify every plant within a “reasonable” area at each site, consisting of one to several acres, 
and leave only when satisfied that this had been accomplished. During the seven days the team traveled 1,534 miles, 
positively identified and recorded 1,083 plants of 312 species from 17 sites at 13 locations. The introduced smooth 
bromegrass occurs on every site and big bluestem on all but one. Ample photos for a robust report were secured. All trek 
reports can be found at http://conservationplantsblog.com.  

Rendezvous for next year is set for March 15, 2014 in Sacramento, California to find remnant native perennial grasses on 
the annual grasslands surrounding the Central Valley. As many know, these grasslands degraded to Mediterranean annuals 
during the gold rush when a 10-year drought hit and millions of sheep were grazed to supply the miners from 1850-62. 
Inquiries should be sent to mcurtissharp@netscape.com.  

Annual Meeting: Get ready for open season by attending the annual WV Retirees Meeting at the WV State Office on 
November 7th. Representatives from major carriers will give a heads up on health plan changes. The meeting will begin with 
a reception at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Deaths: Dixie Shreve, former Assistant State Resource Conservationist, passed away on September 28, 
2013. Read more information about Dixie in the In Memoriam section of this newsletter. 

Dixie Shreve  

WISCONSIN 
Jim Enlow, ARCSE Representative 
Email: ljenlow@att.net  

The Wisconsin Retirees met for lunch and fellowship on October 10, 2013 at Fitzgerald's Restraurant in Middleton, WI. Jim 
Enlow was the host. Those in attendance included Jim and Lynnette Enlow, Howard Gundlach, Mark Roloff, Ken 
Lubich, Robert Weihrouch, Pattie Haack, Dan Lynch, Monica Donahoe, Gene and Annemarie Nimmer, Jim Kaap, 
Bob and Jeanine Uhrig, Bill and Virginia Conner, Stan and Marlene Dingle, Steve Rake and Chris Christiansen. 
Chris Christiansen arrived via flying an airplane and riding a bicycle to the restaurant. What a dedicated retiree. The group 
enjoyed a wonderful meal and friendly conversation with old friends. This was the last scheduled luncheon for 2013. The 
next scheduled will be on February 13, 2014. 
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NEW SENIOR CONSERVATIONISTS 
We welcome six new Senior Conservationists since the last Newsletter. They have reached the minimum age of 83 
years and have completed the Senior Conservationist Questionnaire. Congratulations! The new Senior 
Conservationists are:  
 Arlie R. Cox Cuba, KS 
 Douglas (Doug) Pease Tempe, AZ 
 David C. Ralston Fairfax, VA 

See IN MEMORIAM for the Senior Conservationists who left us since the last Newsletter. Please help us identify retirees 
who should be named Senior Conservationists. Please provide their contact information to your ARCSE Representative or 
Regional Vice–President.  

SENIOR CONSERVATIONIST CHRONICLE 
Marc Safley, Chronicler 

Senior Conservationist 
David C. Ralston 

Senior Conservationist David Ralston was born at Beloit, Wisconsin. Beloit is on Wisconsin’s border with Illinois. He was 
raised near Roscoe, Illinois, a village just south of Beloit, on his family’s farm (Harlem Twp. Winnebago County). He 
attended Lovejoy grade school and Harlem High School. David relates that his father, Kenneth, was very active in 
conservation work early on both on the farm as well as serving on the Soil and Water District Board; the family farm’s 
conservation plan was signed January 12, 1939.  

He attended the University of Illinois where he graduated in 1952 with a B.Sc. degree in Agricultural Engineering. He 
worked for SCS as a Student Trainee the last two summers before graduation. During the summer of 1952 he was hired 
by SCS as Agricultural Engineer and assigned to the Freeport (IL) area office. In July 1952 David was inducted into the 
US Army and served until 1954. He rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant in the 5th Regimental Combat Team and served as 
Platoon Sergeant for one year in Korea. He was honorably discharged in 1954. 

After his discharge in 1954 he was hired by SCS as Assistant Area Engineer at Urbana, IL. He was promoted in-place to 
Area Engineer. While at Urbana, David worked toward a M.S. degree in Civil Engineering (hydraulics and soil 
engineering); he received that degree in 1958. He left Urbana in August 1958 when he was promoted to Design 
Engineer at the Milwaukee Engineering and Watershed Protection (E&WP) Unit. David worked there (with a promotion of 
grade) until July 1964 when he accepted the position of Assistant State Engineer in Saint Paul, MN. He served in that job 
until February of 1966 when he again accepted a promotion to SCS State Engineer for West Virginia in Morgantown. He 
was in that job until July 1971 when he was promoted to Regional Design Engineer at the Technical Service Center in 
Portland, OR. David served the western states three years until he was promoted to National Soil Engineer at SCS’s 
National Headquarters. He served in that job from December 1974 until 1977 when he was designated National Design 
Engineer and Head of the Design Branch of SCS’s Engineering Division. He provided leadership as National Design 
Engineer until he retired in August 1990. Following retirement, David worked part-time as Senior Geotechnical Engineer 
for Michael Baker Corporation (an engineering professional services firm). 

David’s education and experience are evidence of his strong interest in conservation and in the theory and practice of his 
area of responsibility. In addition to his baccalaureate and graduate education, he completed graduate-level coursework 
at Marquette University in computer programming, at Harvard University in soil mechanics, at Portland State University in 
structure dynamics, and at Colorado State University in stream mechanics. He has authored/co-authored 21 
professional, technical papers. These were presented at regional, national, or international meetings. Among the special 
activities in which he was involved during his career are the Embankment Construction Task Group (chairman) of the US 
Department of Interior Review Group for the Study of Teton Dam Failure (alternate member), the Subcommittee on Site 
Investigation and Design of the Ad Hoc Interagency Committee on Dam Safety (member), and the Task Group for 
Development of Federal Guidelines for Selection and Accommodation of the Inflow Design Floods for Dams (member). 
His work in SCS also involved training soil scientists in soil mechanics and training engineers and geologists in the soil 
engineering. He also initiated training for engineers in stream mechanics for channel design.  

David and his wife, Margaret, have been married 57 years. They met in 1954 when his father-in-law, W.S. Speer, was 
assigned to Illinois following dissolution of SCS’s Milwaukee Regional Office. Margaret’s conservation background is as 
strong as David’s. They have one daughter and three sons and one grandchild. David is active in his church; he served 
two terms as Elder of Session. His hobbies include furniture crafting, gardening, genealogy (of his wife’s Speer Family), 
and softball. He and Margaret enjoy Elderhostel (Roads Scholar) opportunities, too. David relates, “I have always felt that 
my vocation was also my avocation! What more can you ask for in life?” 
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Table made by David 

Chair made by David  

  

 
Table made by David Ralston 

 

OBITUARY INFORMATION 
Ron Marlow, Secretary–Treasurer 
When you receive word of someone passing with little other information provided to you, obituaries can often be found by 
doing an advanced search using Google of the full name of the deceased. If you do not have access to the web, I will be 
glad to do the search.  

 SURNAME      IN MEMORIAM  
(Note: These are recent notices. For a complete list, please see http://arcse.org/nannoun.htm) 

Alexander Jerry Alexander (65) of Ft. Worth, Texas passed away on September 16, 2013. Jerry is survived by his wife, 
Katie, and three step-children. Jerry was the son of E. Leon and Faye Alexander of Fort Worth, TX. Leon retired 
in 1980 as a water management engineer with SCS.  

Alley George W. Alley (92) of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin passed away on September 1, 2013 after a long illness. He was 
in his first semester at Purdue University on Dec. 7, 1941. As a member of the ROTC, he knew he’d be called to 
active duty soon, so he enrolled in the paratroopers, signing a little slip of paper that said, “I agree to jump out of an 
airplane in flight with the use of a parachute.” George reported for duty on Nov. 6, 1942, and arrived in England in 
January 1944. He spent 22 months overseas and was decorated for his participation in four major campaigns in 
Europe with the fabled 101st Airborne, including – after just three practice jumps – parachuting behind enemy lines 
on the night before D-Day. (A story about his experiences during the war can be read on-line in the archives of the 
Peninsula Pulse, www.ppulse.com/Articles-c-2012-05-24-101907.114136-Memories-of-World-War-II-Still-Vivid-for-
George-Alley.html). George returned to Purdue after the war and graduated a semester early on Feb. 7, 1949, with 
a degree in forestry. During 38 years with the U.S. Forestry Service and the Soil Conservation Service, he worked 
as a forester and soil conservationist in Indiana, California, Nebraska, and Wisconsin, retiring as the SCS State 
Forester in 1985. George and Juanita celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on June 28, 2013. He is survived 
by his wife, Juanita Hall Alley, and four children, six grandchildren, and a great-grandchild. George was 
predeceased by a son and a grandson. 

Andreas Susan Lynn (nee Bunger) Andreas (60) of Maryville, Illinois passed away October 7, 2013 at her residence. 
Susan graduated from Oregon High School, Oregon, IL, and then attended Rockford Business College. She 
retired as an administrative assistant for the Triad School District #2. She is survived by her husband, Michael E. 
Andreas who retired as an area engineer with NRCS in 2008. Also surviving is a son, Bryan (Carrie) Andreas of 
Edwardsville, IL; daughter, Janna (Dan) Pettus of Glen Carbon, IL; and four grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to the Missouri Botanical Gardens, 4344 Shaw Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63110. 

Bereuter Bette M. Bereuter (93) Edina, Minnesota, formerly of Bismarck, passed away on March 9, 2013. She was 
preceded in death in 2008 by her husband Lynn “Buzz” Bereuter, who retired in 1971 as the Watershed Planning 
Party Leader in Bismarck. She is survived by her son, Larry (Janna) and daughter, Erika, and granddaughter 
Linda.  

Boothby Charles A. Boothby (86) passed away on August 25, 2013. He is survived by his wife, Shirley, who served on the 
SCS public information staff in the Oregon state office. Also surviving are five children, 13 grandchildren, and eight 
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by a daughter and a granddaughter. Donations to the Alzheimer's 
Association are suggested.  
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Bryant Henry Harold Bryant Jr. (67) of Hondo, Texas passed away on August 25, 2013. Harold graduated from Stephen 
F. Austin in 1968 with a Bachelor of Forestry Degree. He earned a Master's Degree in Range Management in 
1969. He retired from NRCS as District Conservationist with the Medina Valley Soil and Water Conservation 
District in 2005 with over 30 years of service. He is survived by his wife of 45 years, Judith Ann (Bradley) Bryant, 
two sons, and one grandson. The family has set up a memorial account with the American Cancer Society in his 
name. Memorial donations may be made at http://main.acsevents.org/goto/hharoldbryant. 

Bureau Jeannine Jane Bureau (85) passed away October 16, 2013 at Brookdale Place of Wooster, Ohio after a brief 
battle with pancreatic cancer. She is survived by of husband of 63 years Member Marvin Bureau who retired as a 
soil scientist with SCS in 1980. Professionally, she worked for 17 years as a secretary for the Wayne Soil and 
Water Conservation District, followed by 31 years as secretary for Marvin's consultancy business as a soil 
scientist. Other survivors include son Jeffrey (Linda) of Wooster and son Todd (Barbra) of Hope, Alaska; son-in-
law Robert (Kathy) Felty Columbus; a granddaughter and three grandsons. Jeannine was preceded in death by a 
daughter Shauna. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Asera Hospice 2820 West Market Street, Ste. 
100 Akron, OH 44333 ph: 800-835-4594. Online condolences may be left for the family at 
www.mcintirebradhamsleek.com  

Butler Wendell Butler (80) of Washington, DC passed away on April 12, 2013. Wendell retired as the NHQ 
Administrative Officer for the Soil Conservation Service in Washington, DC. He is survived by his wife Katie 
Sturdivant Butler, four children, and seven grandchildren. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made 
to The American Brain Tumor Association, 8550 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 550 Chicago, IL 60631.  

Carlz Ruth Ione (Gilbert) Carlz (89) of Champaign, Illinois passed away October 8, 2013 at Bickford Cottage Assisted 
Living. She was predeceased by her husband of 58 years, Ralph E. Carlz, in 2003. Ruth worked at the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service in Tuscola and then in Champaign. She was also preceded in death by one son, Roger 
Carlz and a granddaughter, Loretta Carlz. Survivors include a son, three grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. Memorials may be made directly to St. Matthew Parish Nurse Program, 1303 Lincolnshire Drive, 
Champaign, IL 61821. 

Cora Donald L. Cora (79) of Lancaster, Kentucky passed away on September 18, 2013. He was the husband of Life 
Member Andrea Cora who retired in 1997 as an Administrative Assistant with NRCS. A man of many trades, he 
left big city life behind and bought a farm in Garrard County, Kentucky in 1972 and put down roots. He was a 
retired builder and craftsman. He leaves behind his beautiful bride of 60 years, Andrea (Maheras), two children, 
Reno John (Kathy) Cora of Mt. Sterling, KY and Barbara Cora (Richard) Mayerick of Vienna, VA, four 
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and countless family and friends. A Life Celebration was held at the 
family home. Donations to the American Heart Association were preferred instead of flowers. 

Diehl Elinor D. Diehl (95) passed away on March 26, 2013, at Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines, Iowa. She 
graduated from Capital City Commercial College in Des Moines. Elinor retired in 1982 after 22 years as secretary 
for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service. Elinor is survived by her two stepchildren, two grandchildren, five great 
grandchildren, and two great great grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to 
College Avenue Christian Church. 

Dush Robert "Bob" Dush (93) of Wooster, Ohio passed away on July 2, 2011. He worked as a soil conservationist for 
SCS for 30 years before retiring in 1975. Bob was a vocational agriculture teacher upon graduation from Ohio 
State University in 1941. Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth Dush, of Wooster; three children, eight grandchildren, 
and 13 great-grandchildren.  

Foshee Jack N. Foshee (82) of Garrison, Texas passed away on August 17, 2013. He was the husband of (now retired) 
long-time Nacogdoches AO Hdq. clerk Beth Foshee. Jack passed away on their 61st wedding anniversary   He is 
survived by his loving wife of 61 years, Beth Foshee of Garrison, two sons, a daughter, three grandsons, a grand-
daughter, and four great-grandchildren. Condolences can be shared on line at www.lairdfh.net 

Hail Carl W. Hail (87) passed away on June 4, 2013 at the Masonic Home of Shelbyville, Kentucky. He was a member 
of the Centenary United Methodist Church. Carl was a soil scientist with the SCS and retired in 1985 as assistant 
state soil scientist. He was also an Army veteran of World War II. He is survived by his wife, Catherine C. Hail of 
Shelbyville; his sons, Carl Hail, Jr. of Louisville and Mark Hail of Yardley, PA; and his daughter, Rebecca Hail
Harding of Estero, FL. Expressions of sympathy: Centenary United Methodist Church Music Department or The 
Wounded Warriors Project. 

Higgins Member and Senior Conservationist Bradford A. Higgins (84) passed away on October 18, 2013. He retired from 
the Soil Conservation Service in 1986 as a Soil Resource Specialist. Brad is survived by survived by his wife, 
Barbara; daughter, Diane (Charles) Nicholson; son, Alan (Anne); and four grandchildren. 

Hobbs Frank Hobbs (78) of Bothell, Washington passed away on May 6, 1997, at the Life Care Center in Bothell. He 
worked for SCS in Cavalier, Cando, and Linton, ND. He was survived by his wife of 55 years, Blanche; three sons: 
James (Sara) of Woodenville, WA; Jerome (Mary Anne) of Maple Grove, MN; Kelly of Monroe, WA; two 
daughters: Janelle Woolsey of Seattle, WA, and Kim (Dean) Fahlsing of Gresham, OR; 11 grandchildren; two 
brothers and one sister-in-law.  
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Horton Virginia Horton (89) of Raleigh, North Carolina passed away on September 17, 2013. Virginia was the widow of 
Robert Horton, Sr., Assistant State Soil Scientist with the Soil Conservation Service. She graduated from Georgia 
State College for Women in 1946, and earned a master’s degree in Home Economics from Syracuse University in 
1948. She was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran, Raleigh, NC for 42 years, where she served on many 
committees. Virginia was an active member of the Home Economists in Homemaking; The Norwegian Group and 
Garden Club. She was predeceased by her husband of 58 years, Robert Edgeworth Horton. She is survived by 
her children, Robert E. (Lynn) Horton, Jr. of Wadesboro, NC; Lewis (Susan) Horton of Earlysville, VA; Helene 
(Bill) Halsey of Knoxville, TN; Jennifer (Ray) McIntyre of Garner, NC; twelve grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.  

Hotz Phyllis Jane (Bowden) Hotz (84) of Spencer, Massachusetts passed away on September 23, 2013. She leaves 
her husband of 50 years, Charles F. Hotz, retired soil scientist with the Soil Conservation Service; her two sons, a 
daughter, six grandchildren, and a great-granddaughter. She is predeceased by her daughter, Rebecca 
Hotzmiller, in 2001. Jane attended Nasson College, Springvale, Maine earning bachelor's degrees in Home 
Economics and Chemistry. She was blessed to remain living in her home despite battling Parkinson's Disease for 
more than a decade. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in Jane's and Rebecca's memory to 
Ovations for the Cure of Ovarian Cancer, 251 West Central Street, Suite 35, Natick, MA 01760, 
http://www.ovationsforthecure.org/. 

Hunt Elizabeth (Betty) Hunt (102) of Raleigh, NC passed away on August 12, 2013. Betty was the widow of Charles 
Lindsey Hunt, Agronomist with the Soil Conservation Service. She attended Maryville College class of 1934. 
Betty was active in the community serving on the board of elections, in the PTA as a president, in the DAR as a 
regent, in the Presbyterian Church on many committees. She is survived by her son Joe Hunt of Durham, and her 
daughter Helen Coman of Asheville, two grandchildren and one great grandson.  

Jolley Harold Keith Jolley, "Buster" (82) of Byrdtown, Tennessee passed away on December 2, 2011 at his residence. 
Harold was a retired employee of the Soil Conservation Service as an Agricultural Economist, a member of the 
Lovelady Christian Church and a Veteran of the Korean War serving in the Army. Survivors include wife Lois 
Robbins Jolley; daughter, Janet Beth and special son-in-law, Jody Dereck Alley; and two grandsons. 

Keen Peggy Keen (63) passed away on December 23, 2012. Peggy was a resident of Warsaw, Ohio at the time of her 
passing. She is survived by her husband Robert Keen who retired from the NRCS as an Agricultural Engineer.  

Klein John V. Klein Sr. (80) of Beulah, North Dakota, passed away on May 22, 2010. He served in the Marine Corps 
from 1951 to 1954 and served in the Korean War. John worked at SCS from 1960 to 1990. He is survived by his 
wife Betty; his children, Greg (Carol) and Jelena (Rick) Barfield, all of Bismarck, Jeffrey (Beth) of Mishawaka, 
IN, Wes (Mary Ann) of Hazen, ND, Bruce of Garrison, and John (Dawn) of Max; three stepchildren, 25 
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; three great-grandchildren. John was preceded in death by his first wife 
Rose; and three grandchildren. 

Kuder Member and Senior Conservationist Homer M. Kuder (93) of St. Joseph, Michigan passed away September 3, 
2013. He was predeceased by his first wife, Wanda LaVon Wacker, in 1986 and his second wife, Ruth L. 
Madsen Wacker in 2010 and a daughter, Janet Howard. He is survived by his son, John (Andrea Kabcinel)
Kuder of Ithaca, NY; and daughters, Karel (Rich) Earl of St. Joseph and Gayle (Mike) Massingill of Fithian. Also 
surviving are a stepson; a stepdaughter; 14 grandchildren, and 15 great grandchildren. He graduated from the 
University of Illinois in 1941. Homer was a veteran of the U.S. Navy, serving as an officer during World War II. He 
got to go on the Honor Flight to Washington, DC Homer worked for the Soil Conservation Service for 30 years, 
retiring as the State Resource Conservationist in 1975. Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer Association or 
donor's choice. 

Losh Jeanette Florence (Hippler) Losh (92) of Westerville, Ohio passed away peacefully on September 12, 2013. 
Jeanette was a dedicated homemaker. She is survived by her husband, Linus Losh who retired as an economist 
from the Soil Conservation Service in 1980. Also surviving are her children, Clifford (Shakamah) of New York City 
and Lynnette (Lynn) Eisentrout of Minerva Park, Ohio; and two granddaughters. In lieu of flowers, the family 
would appreciate any contributions be made to the Little Sisters of Charity or the St. Vincent of DePaul Society. 

Marcum Elva Marcum (87) passed away on August 26, 2013 in Lexington, Kentucky. She was the wife of Robert H. 
Marcum, retired KY SCS Area Conservationist (AC), and mother of Thomas (Tom) Marcum, retired KY NRCS 
State Resource Conservationist. In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial contributions be directed to 
Park United Methodist Church, 645 East High Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40502. www.milwardfuneral.com 

McGill Dan McClure McGill (78) of Gainesville, Georgia passed away on August 30, 2013 at his residence. Dan was a 
graduate of Clemson University earning both B.S. and M.S. Degrees in Agriculture Engineering. He began his 
career in the field of civil engineering in 1960 with the USDA, Soil Conservation Service in Spartanburg, SC. In 
1963, Dan transferred within SCS to Carrollton, GA, later to Canton, GA, and from 1965 to 1967 he was 
headquartered in Athens, GA, and from 1967 to 1969 he was located in Gainesville, GA. Dan is survived by his 
wife, Margie S. McGill, sons and daughters in law, Dan (Lee) McGill, Jr. and John (Angie) Timothy McGill, a 
grandson, and a granddaughter. 
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Moore Joe Damon Moore (78) passed away at his home in Gustine, Texas on September 23, 2013. Joe served thirty-
one years with the USDA Soil Conservation Service, working in Marshall, Jacksboro, Eastland, Stephenville and 
Terrell. He retired after working in Temple as State Agronomist. 

Morkert Roy L. Morkert (88) formerly Leeds, ND, passed away on July 21, 1999. He was in the CCC’s in 1933 and 1934 at 
Lost Corner, AR and Hill City, SD. He worked for the SCS in Leeds from 1948 to 1975 when he retired. He is 
survived by his wife of 63 years, Gunvor; a daughter, Marlene (Robert) Freudenwald of Caledonia, WI; a son, 
Sidney (Margaret) of Ludington, MI; 11 grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
a son, Kenneth LeRoy; a sister; and a brother.  

Murray Senior Conservationist Glen E. Murray (91) of Lexington, Kentucky passed away peacefully on September 19, 
2013. He was a graduate of Harvard and retired in 1980 from the USDA Soil Conservation Service as a State 
Conservationist. He was a World War II veteran who served with the U.S. Air Force in the Pacific. Glen was 
preceded in death by his wife, Margaret B. Murray and a son, Mark Murray. He is survived by his daughter, 
Brenda M. Courtney (Robert) and his granddaughter, Caitlin M. Courtney. A private memorial service will be 
held at Walnut Hill Church on a date to be determined. In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the Lexington 
Humane Society or Alzheimer’s Research at UK Med Center.  

Nestrud Senior Conservationist Lorne Maynard Nestrud (96) of Papillion, Nebraska passed away on July 21, 2013. He 
graduated from SDSC at Brookings, SD with a BS in Agronomy and Economics. Lorne became a US Army 
Captain in WWII from 1942-1945. He was in the Army European Theater of Operations with the 94th Division, 1st

Battalion, 376th Infantry Regiment. He received a Purple Heart and a Bronz Star in 1945. Lorne worked for the Soil 
Conservation Service as a soil scientist. He worked in Sioux Falls and Mobridge, SD and then Newton, IA. He 
retired after 36 years of service. Lorne was preceded in death by his wife, Marjorie. Surviving family include 
daughters Penny (Norman) Bower and Barbara (Lynn) Lueder, 6 grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren.  

Patterson William “Bill” Patterson (79) passed away, September 15, 2013, at Jane Phillips Hospital in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. Bill graduated Kansas State University with a degree in agricultural engineering. During his college 
education, he took voluntary induction into the U.S. Army and became a paratrooper with the 11th Airborne Division at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky. Bill worked for the USDA Soil Conservation Service (now named the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service) for 25 years in Burlington, Dodge City and Salina, Kansas—ending his career as their 
Nebraska Assistant State Conservationist in Lincoln, Nebraska. He served as President of the Caney School Board, 
served on the Sedan Watershed Board, and also served on several committees at the Caney Methodist Church. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife Margaret "Peg" Alice Howard in 1994. Bill is survived by his wife, Roma, 
two daughters, and a stepson, and 7 grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, donations should be made to the Caney United 
Methodist Church. Arrangements are under the care of Potts Chapel of Caney, Kansas. 

Porter Dorothy R. Porter (94) of Cavalier, ND, passed away on September 14, 2013, at the Pembilier Nursing Center, 
Walhalla, ND. She is the wife of former Cavalier DC Joe Porter, who died in 1986. She is survived by daughters, 
Lynda (Ray) Parnell of Wonder Lake, IL, Marilee (James) Erickson of Cavalier, Laurelie (Steve) Baasch of 
Page, ND, 17 grandchildren and numerous great-grandchildren. Preceding her in death was a son Larry Glenn 
Porter. 

Rubel Elda Rubel (75) of Belmont, Ohio, passed away on August 26, 2012. Survivors include her husband, Neil Rubel
and two sons. Neil retired as a Soil Survey Party Leader with SCS in 1992. 

Schmeichel Honorary Member and Senior Conservationist Norman E. Schmeichel (96) of Two Rivers, Wisconsin passed 
away October 3, 2013. He was eight days shy of age 97. He was currently residing at Northland Lodge in Two 
Rivers, where he had lived for the past 5 years. Norman graduated from the University of Wisconsin - Madison in 
1939 with a degree in Agriculture and Soil Science. He received a Commission from the Officers Candidate School 
in 1942. Norman served in the Army Air Corp as a Chemical Warfare Officer in the 4th Air Force where he attained 
the rank of Captain during World War II. He remained in the U.S. Air Force Reserve and retired as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1973. He was also a member of the American Legion Post #165 of Two Rivers. He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 55 years Elda in 1999 and daughter Jane in 2003. Norman worked for the US Soil 
Conservation Service for 41 years, retiring in 1981. He held the office of District Conservationist in Manitowoc 
County. He was also a lifetime member of the Izaak Walton League and was awarded the Rahr Diamond Award 
for his activities and promotion of conservation. Norman studied under Professor Aldo Leopold at UW Madison. 
Norman was a longtime member of St. John's Ev. Lutheran Church in Two Rivers, where he served a number of 
years on the church council including a term as council president. Survivors include his son and daughter-in-law, 
Robert (Susan) Schmeichel of Neenah; three grandchildren, four great grandsons, four step grandchildren & nine 
step great grandchildren. Memorials in Norman's name may be made to the donor's choice. 

Shreve Member Dixie Lee Shreve (82) of St. Albans, West Virginia passed away on September 28, 2013, at St. Francis 
Hospital, Charleston. On August 9, 1953 he married Marion Madeline Balli at Buckwheat Church, near Pickens, 
who preceded him in death on March 28, 2007. He is survived by two sons, Timothy (Debra) Shreve of Broken 
Arrow, OK, and Daniel Shreve of Charleston; two daughters, Lois Shreve of St. Albans and Ruth (James) Durr
of Anchorage, Alaska; seven grandsons, four granddaughters, three great-granddaughters, and one great-
grandson, and a special friend, Dorothy Varner of St. Albans. Dixie graduated WVU in 1953 and was a member of 
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St. Andrews United Methodist of St. Albans. He was a career employee for the USDA Soil Conservation Service, 
beginning in 1951 as a student trainee. During his 36-year career with the SCS, Dixie headed the field offices at 
Parkersburg and Keyser, organized the Great Kanawha RC&D area in Ripley. He was district conservationist in 
Charleston and assistant state resource conservationist in the Morgantown office. While attending WVU he entered 
the ROTC program and served two years in the Army, obtaining the rank of first lieutenant. During his retirement, 
Dixie continued his passion for working the land by growing many fruits and vegetables, and in 1995 he was 
crowned Strawberry King in the West Virginia Strawberry Festival. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations 
to Mount Rupert Church, c/o Sandy Ireland, Treasurer, 69 Rogers Lane, Buckhannon, WV 26201. Online 
condolences may be made to the family at www.polingstclair.com 

Slagh Vernon Slagh (69) of Lincoln, North Dakota passed away on June 24, 2013. He worked at SCS/NRCS in Emmons 
County, Linton, ND, retiring in 2006. He is survived by his wife Alice, Lincoln, ND; one son, Jeff of Atlanta, GA; two 
step-children; and three step-grandchildren. 

Smead Member Gregory Hobart Smead (67) of Barrington, New Hamphire passed away on October 8, 2013 at his home. 
Greg graduated from UMass Amherst, with a BS in Civil Engineering. He was a 28 year Veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force, most recently a Lieutenant Colonel with the 157th USF National Guard at Pease. He worked for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (USDA) as a Civil Engineer (Watershed Planning) for 35 years. Greg was a 
member of the New England Water Resources Planning Staff (NEWRPS), retiring in 2004. He was a member of 
the Barrington American Legion and a member of the NRA. Gregory leaves behind Coleen, his wife of 43 years. 
Other immediate family survivors include two children and a grandson. In lieu of flowers the family requests you 
make a donation to the following: Barrington Community Food Pantry, Po Box 617, Barrington, N.H., 03825; or to 
Dana Faber Cancer Institute, Lung Cancer Research, 10 Brookline Place West, 6th Floor, Brookline, Mass. 02445. 

Tribbitt Robert (Bob) L. Tribbitt (74) of Frankford, Delaware, passed away on August 24, 2013. He is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, the former Joan Mitchell; four children, seven grandchildren, and one great grandchild. He retired 
from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service as an engineering technician. He later worked for the 
Kent County, Delaware Soil Conservation District, where he also retired. He also served in the Delaware National 
Guard. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in his memory to the Frankford Vol. Fire Co, PO 
Box 99, Frankford, DE 19945. 

Vanover Senior Conservationist Samuel T. Vanover (93) of Lancaster, Kentucky passed away January 12, 2013. He was 
self-sufficient and maintained his home until entering the hospital on January 2, 2013. He is predeceased by his 
wife of 62 years, Geneva Vanover. Surviving is a daughter, Norma Vanover, of Lancaster, KY. Sam was a World 
War II veteran where he was deployed as a pharmacist aboard the Hospital Ship USS Relief. He attended 
Cumberland College and graduated from the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture. He taught Vo-Ag at the 
Stanford High School before he was employed by SCS as the District Conservationist in Springfield and Lancaster, 
KY. In 1984, he retired after over 30 years of service. Sam was a master bee keeper for over 60 years.  

Waknitz Janice Waknitz (71) passed away September 26, 2013 at Holmes Regional Medical Center, Melbourne, Florida. A 
school teacher, she retired after thirty years of service. She was a Great Bend, Kansas resident since 1976. 
Survivors include her husband of 46 years, Charles Waknitz, who retired from NRCS; one son, three daughters 
and nine grandchildren. Memorials are requested to Foundry Methodist Church or Great Bend Camp of Gideons 
Auxiliary, in care of Bryant Funeral Home. 

Warren Honorary Member and Senior Conservationist Robert Lee Warren (101) of Marietta, Ohio passed away on July 7, 
2013, at Highland Oaks Health Center in McConnellsville. Robert was a 1934 graduate of Ohio State University, 
where he majored in agriculture education. Robert was a Smith-Hughes instructor at Howard, Bartlett, Sharon 
Center and Vincent, before enlisting in the U.S. Army where he served for four years. After his discharge he 
accepted a position with USDA-SCS as a soil scientist in Denison, Iowa, where he remained until his retirement in 
December 1971. Robert was a 32nd degree Mason and a member of the Barlett Masonic Lodge, the Scottish Rite 
and Abu Bekr Shrine of Sioux City, Iowa. He was a gentle giant of over 6' 6" and wore a size 16 shoe. He is 
survived by a granddaughter and two grandsons, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren. In 1941 he 
married Pauline Adams Cross who preceded him in death in 2001. Also preceding him death were their two 
children Linda Kay and Libert Cross. Messages of sympathy may be sent at www.lankfordfh.com.  
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