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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Arnold King 

The pandemic is slowly evolving into an endemic state due to 
advancements such as herd immunity, vaccinations, antivirals, and 
therapeutic technologies. The situation isn’t quite stable, but at least in my 
part of the world almost all of the deaths are among those having 
underlying conditions. Consequently, we are full steam ahead on planning 
our annual luncheon and ARCSE board meeting at Denver. Details 
concerning the meeting will be forthcoming. We have tentative commitments from both STC 
Clinton Evans and Chief Cosby to address the group during the luncheon. We hope some of you 
will join us for the luncheon as you enjoy a great vacation in Colorado. 

Chief Cosby recently endorsed the mentoring program in various stages in several states. 
Evangelist David Jeremiah recently said, “When you are young you work for what you are paid to 
do; when you are old you should work at what life trained you to do.” Consider that opportunity if 
you are afforded the opportunity to mentor young employees involved in natural resources 
conservation. 

A very important part of our bi-monthly newsletter is the “Notes From the Potomac” written by Doug 
and Patty Lawrence. On behalf of the board, I want to give a special thanks to them for all the 
work they do in preparing this splendid report. It is very special and something we probably take for 
granted. It greatly enhances the newsletter we all enjoy. 

And finally, our great supporter, John Peterson, was inducted into the NACD Hall of Distinction. 
This is the highest honor for SWCD representatives. Quite an achievement and appropriate 
recognition for his tremendous contributions to Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

ARCSE on Facebook 
The new ARCSE Site that was set-up by our Intern Jordyn Rodriguez is now reaching over 200 
people. Your support of our Facebook site is greatly appreciated. If you happen to have any content 
that you think might be a nice addition for ARCSE please reach out to Julie MacSwain.  Content 
tips can be provided in a few ways. Send a message to Julie on Facebook or via email - 
juliemacswain@gmail.com. 

NOTES FROM THE POTOMAC 
Doug Lawrence and Patty Lawrence 

Greetings – In an action reminiscent of Hitler’s invasion of Poland in September 1939, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has invaded Ukraine. 

What’s Up with the Economy – The Federal Reserve Bank of New York released its February 
2022 US Economy in a Snapshot in early February and highlighted the following: 

Payroll employment continued to grow at a solid pace in January, while the unemployment rate 
moved slightly higher, in part due to a higher labor force participation rate. 

 

ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED CONSERVATION SERVICE EMPLOYEES  

 

mailto:arnolddking@hotmail.com
mailto:juliemacswain@gmail.com
mailto:arcse.treas@gmail.com
mailto:wbowers@comcast.net
mailto:bkuenstler@gmail.com
file:///G:/ARCSE-newsletter/2020/RETIREMENT/ARCSE-newsletter/RETIREMENT/ARCSE-newsletter/2019/ARCSE-2019-March-April-C/soilwarden@verizon.net
mailto:jbernard.nrcsret@gmail.com
mailto:Jsafley1@verizon.net
http://www.arcse.org/
mailto:juliemacswain@gmail.com


ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 49, No. 2  March/April 2022 

Page 2 of 36 (email version) 

 

GDP growth picked up in Q4. Most of the growth was due to inventory accumulation. Consumer purchases grew modestly, with 
almost all of the increase due to spending on services rather than goods. Fixed investment spending rose, the net exports 
component was unchanged, and government spending fell. 

 

Real disposable income dipped again in December. The level was unchanged over the year, putting it below its trend growth 
path.  
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Real consumer spending declined in December, with a steep drop in purchases of durable goods, while spending on services 
continued to increase. Real spending was still up substantially over the year. 

 

Core (excludes food and energy) CPI inflation continued on an upward path as supply chain issues continue to vex manufacturers 
and supplemental pandemic government payments are phased out. Energy price increases slipped a bit in December, but the 
fall-out from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could create another round of energy price inflation. 
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30 by 30—On January 27, 2021, President Biden issued Executive Order 14008, entitled “Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home 
and Abroad.” The Executive order includes strategies for addressing climate change including a national goal to conserve at 
least 30% of US lands and freshwater and 30% of US ocean areas by 2030, in an initiative commonly referred to as “30x30.” 
Here’s the relevant text from Section 216 of the Executive Order: 

Sec. 216. Conserving Our Nation’s Lands and Waters. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the Secretary of Commerce, the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality, and the heads of other relevant agencies, shall submit a 
report to the Task Force within 90 days of the date of this order recommending steps that the United States should take, working with State, 
local, Tribal, and territorial governments, agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, and other key stakeholders, to achieve the goal of 
conserving at least 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030. 

(i) The Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, through the Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality shall, as appropriate, solicit input from State, local, 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/27/executive-order-on-tackling-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad/


ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 49, No. 2  March/April 2022 

Page 5 of 36 (email version) 

Tribal, and territorial officials, agricultural and forest landowners, fishermen, and other key stakeholders in identifying strategies that will 
encourage broad participation in the goal of conserving 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030. 

(ii) The report shall propose guidelines for determining whether lands and waters qualify for conservation, and it also shall establish 
mechanisms to measure progress toward the 30-percent goal. The Secretary of the Interior shall subsequently submit annual reports to 
the Task Force to monitor progress. 

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture shall: 

(i) initiate efforts in the first 60 days from the date of this order to collect input from Tribes, farmers, ranchers, forest owners, conservation 
groups, firefighters, and other stakeholders on how to best use Department of Agriculture programs, funding and financing capacities, and 
other authorities, and how to encourage the voluntary adoption of climate-smart agricultural and forestry practices that decrease wildfire 
risk fueled by climate change and result in additional, measurable, and verifiable carbon reductions and sequestration and that source 
sustainable bioproducts and fuels; and 

(ii) submit to the Task Force within 90 days of the date of this order a report making recommendations for an agricultural and forestry 
climate strategy. 

In May of 2021, an interdepartmental report, “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful,” was published. The report—
coauthored by the Council on Environmental Quality, Department of the Interior, USDA, and the Department of Commerce—
provides programmatic details on how the 30 by 30 goal will be achieved. Eight principles will guide the effort: 

• Pursue a Collaborative and Inclusive Approach to Conservation 
• Conserve America’s Lands and Waters for the Benefit of All People 
• Support Locally Led and Locally Designed Conservation Efforts 
• Honor Tribal Sovereignty and Support the Priorities of Tribal Nations 
• Pursue Conservation and Restoration Approaches that Create Jobs and Support Healthy Communities 
• Honor Private Property Rights and Support the Voluntary Stewardship Efforts of Private Landowners and Fishers 
• Use Science as a Guide 
• Build on Existing Tools and Strategies with an Emphasis on Flexibility and Adaptive Approaches 

Surveys show strong support for protecting natural areas and a broad array of groups are supportive of the 30 by 30 initiative. 
Groups supporting 30 by 30 include: Outdoor Alliance, Outdoor Industry Association, The Conservation. Alliance, Western 
Landowners Alliance, the Wilderness Society, American Farmland Trust, The Nature Conservancy, Society for Range 
Management, among others. However, there are a number of organizations who view 30 by 30 as a land grab including: The 
Heritage Foundation, American Farm Bureau Federation, American Stewards of Liberty, Congressional Western Caucus, among 
others. In addition, Representative Lauren Boebert (R-CO) introduced a bill in May of 2021 that seeks to nullify section 216 of 
Executive Order 14008. 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS UPDATE— 

The Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 was signed into law on December 20, 2018, reauthorizing and funding agricultural 
programs through FY2023 (September 30, 2023). With 18 months to go before the expiration of the current Farm Bill, you can 
expect to see more activity on the Hill and from the multitudes of conservation partners as they begin to sort out priorities and 
evaluate new opportunities. It’s almost a certainty that climate change, equity, and the rural economy will factor into the discussion 
in significant ways, which brings us to the rundown on recent news from the Department. 

Equity—On January 20, 2022, USDA highlighted key accomplishments in advancing equity over the previous year. Secretary 
Vilsack noted that equity “is a priority … to ensure that all can benefit from our programs and services, and I am proud of the 
work this Department has done...” The statement also identified several priority areas for 2022, including: 

• Advancing equity using the $1 billion in the American Rescue Plan to address the needs of historically underserved populations via 
technical assistance, access to land and support for efforts to resolve land title issues, access to credit, and support reaching new 
markets. 

• Developing an Equity Action Plan that will advance equity at USDA and its programs in support of Executive Order 13985 Advancing 
Racial Equity and Support to Underserved Communities. 

• Supporting the Justice40 initiative (for Executive Order 14008 Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad) to ensure that Federal 
agencies work with states and local communities in delivering at least 40 percent of the overall benefits from federal investments in 
climate and clean energy to disadvantaged communities.  

• Implementing the Equity Commission (including a subcommittee on Agriculture) to advise the Secretary on steps to address programs, 
policies, systems, structures, and practices that contribute to barriers to inclusion or access, systemic discrimination, or exacerbate or 
perpetuate racial, economic, health and social disparities. 

You can read the Department’s fact sheet here: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/equity-factsheet.pdf 
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/20/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021 

On January 10, 2022, Secretary Vilsack joined Cornelius Blanding, executive director of the Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund, to sign an agreement continuing the partnership between USDA and the nonprofit 
organization. The partnership aims to increase the number of minority landowners in the South and support them in sustainable 
forestry and agroforestry practices. Secretary Vilsack signed on behalf of USDA’s Forest Service, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and National Agroforestry Center, which have roles in implementing the agreement. The 
agreement focuses on the key role that underserved landowners play in forest management, food production, conservation, 
wood energy, and climate mitigation. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/10/usda-federation-southern-cooperatives-renew-partnership-supporting 

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/report-conserving-and-restoring-america-the-beautiful-2021.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/equity-factsheet.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/20/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/10/usda-federation-southern-cooperatives-renew-partnership-supporting
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Climate Change—On February 15, 2022, USDA, DoD, and DOI announced three new areas designated as Sentinel 
Landscapes, to strengthen military readiness, address climate change and other natural resource challenges. The three additions 
are the Camp Bullis Sentinel Landscape in Texas, Northwest Florida Sentinel Landscape, and Southern Indiana Sentinel 
Landscape. Once designated, USDA, DoD and DOI work with local partners to support private landowners in accessing the 
resources necessary to carry out sustainable management, such as farming, ranching and forestry that offer economic and 
ecological benefits, but also protect defense facilities from incompatible development. You can read more about sentinel 
landscapes at: https://sentinellandscapes.org/. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1886222 

On February 7, 2022, USDA announced a $1 billion investment in partnerships to support pilot projects that create market 
opportunities for U.S. agricultural and forestry products that use climate-smart practices and include innovative, cost-effective 
ways to measure and verify greenhouse gas benefits. Vilsack said “Whether it's leveraging our conservation programs, restoring 
our forests, accelerating the development of science-based solutions, investing in clean energy, or more, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will continue to be a partner in combating climate change, increasing agricultural productivity and improving rural 
America.” USDA is accepting applications for fiscal year 2022 pilot projects to: 

• implement climate-smart production practices, activities, and systems on working lands, 
• measure/quantify, monitor, and verify the carbon and greenhouse gas (GHG) benefits associated with those practices, and 
• develop markets and promote the resulting climate-smart commodities. 

You can read the grant notice here 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337878 

Funding will be provided in two pools, and applicants must submit their applications by: 

• April 8, 2022, for the first funding pool (proposals from $5 million to $100 million), and 
• May 27, 2022, for the second funding pool (proposals from $250,000 to $4,999,999). 

You can read more about Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities at: https://www.usda.gov/climate-solutions/climate-smart-commodities 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/07/usda-invest-1-billion-climate-smart-commodities-expanding-markets 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1883224 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/08/climate-smart-commodities-expanding-markets-hear-what-theyre-saying 

On January 21, 2022, Vice President Harris and Secretary Vilsack announced $1.36 billion in disaster relief funds to support 
post-disaster recovery and restoration in states across the country. The funding will target communities and Tribes hardest hit 
by wildfires as well as those recovering from hurricanes in the South and Southeast with the goal to reduce risks before disasters 
occur.  

USDA also announced the investment of over $48 million for 41 projects, including 17 new projects, through the FS and NRCS 
Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Restoration Partnership. The Partnership began in 2014 in shared agreement to collaborate with 
agricultural producers and forest landowners to invest in conservation and restoration at a scale large enough to drive bigger 
change. Projects help to mitigate wildfire risk, protect water quality, improve wildlife habitat, restore forest ecosystems, and 
ultimately contribute to USDA’s efforts to combat climate change. In 2020, Congress formally established the program in the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (P.L.117-58, Sec. 40808, November 15, 2021), and authorized $90 million in funding for 
fiscal years 2022 and 2023. You can see the act here: https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1874899 

On January 18, 2022, USDA issued a statement highlighting key departmental and agency accomplishments to combat climate 
change since January 20, 2021. The statement noted that the effects of climate change on the nation’s agriculture, natural 
resources and communities are already a reality from more severe droughts, wildfires, flooding, tornadoes, hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters. Conservation highlights included NRCS investments of over $500 million to advance climate smart agriculture 
and forestry and a CRP enrollment of over 5.3 million acres to improve climate benefits. In 2022, USDA will continue its climate-
smart approach to agriculture and forestry and prioritize the following objectives: 

• Forest Service will begin work on its 10-year strategy to restore forest health and reduce climate-amplified wildfire risks to forests and at-
risk communities.  

• Rural Development will continue to strategically focus on integrating climate outcomes into its work by expanding clean and reliable 
energy generation and increasing renewable fuels production and infrastructure.  

• NRCS will host a new signup to help producers in 11 states mitigate climate change through adoption of cover crops and begin a 
program to provide incentives for climate-smart conservation on working lands. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/18/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021 

On January 13, 2022, USDA announced up to $225 million in available funding for conservation partners through the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) that leverages collective resources to find solutions to natural resource challenges 
on agricultural land. This year’s funding announcements include opportunities for projects that address climate change, benef it 
historically underserved producers, and support urban agriculture. 

RCPP Classic projects are implemented using NRCS contracts and easements with producers, landowners, and communities, 
in collaboration with project partners. Through RCPP Alternative Funding Arrangements (AFA), partners have more flexibility in 
working directly with agricultural producers to support the development of new conservation structures and approaches USDA 
is accepting proposals for RCPP through April 13, 2022. You can see the funding opportunity for RCPP Classic at 

https://sentinellandscapes.org/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1886222
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337878
https://www.usda.gov/climate-solutions/climate-smart-commodities
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/07/usda-invest-1-billion-climate-smart-commodities-expanding-markets
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1883224
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/08/climate-smart-commodities-expanding-markets-hear-what-theyre-saying
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1874899
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/18/us-agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-highlights-key-work-2021
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https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337340 and RCPP AFA at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-

opportunity.html?oppId=337341 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/13/usda-invest-225-million-partner-driven-conservation-agricultural 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1870452 

On, January 10, 2022, USDA announced an NRCS investment of $50 million in 118 partnerships to expand access to 
conservation assistance for climate-smart agriculture and forestry. The Equity Conservation Cooperative Agreement projects are 
intended to expand the delivery of conservation assistance to farmers who are new to farming, low income, socially 
disadvantaged or military veterans while supporting USDA’s broader effort to address climate change and equitable access to 
programs. The program encourages new partnerships and the development of state and community conservation leadership for 
historically underserved producers, with projects focusing on one or more of the following key conservation priorities: 

• Improving soil health and water quality 
• Providing habitat for at-risk wildlife 
• Improving natural resources and productivity on agricultural lands; and/or 
• Building and strengthening local and regional food systems and markets. 

You can see a full list of the partnerships at 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/people/outreach/slbfr/?cid=nrcseprd1866225 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/10/usda-invests-50-million-partnerships-improve-equity-conservation 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1868022 

Bits and Bobs—On February 1, 2022, USDA announced the Inaugural Federal Advisory Committee on Urban Agriculture to 
provide input on policy development and to help identify barriers to urban agriculture. The first meeting of this inaugural committee 
will be open to the public, More details will be available at farmers.gov/urban and the new Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture website at 

www.usda.gov/partnerships/advisory-committee-urban-ag-innovative-production. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/01/usda-announces-inaugural-federal-advisory-committee-urban 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1881041 

On January 26, 2022, USDA announced that agricultural producers and landowners can sign up for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). The General CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the Grassland CRP signup will run from April 
4 to May 13. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/index 

ON THE HILL—With about a year and a half to go under the current farm bill, we expect to see the House and Senate Agriculture 
Committees hearing and legislative calendars become very busy. You can follow all the news for the: 

• House Committee on Agriculture at 
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/ 

• Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry at 
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom 

Equity 

The Chairs of House and Senate Agriculture Committees recognized USDA’s announcements related to equity efforts and the 
new Equity Commission. Chairman Scott (D-GA) of the House Agriculture Committee stated he looked “forward to the work of 
the Commission to help ensure that USDA and its current operations are not contributing to further discrimination, erecting 
barriers to access and inclusion, or perpetuating racial, economic, health, and social disparities. Should any of the Commission’s 
recommendations require congressional action, I stand ready to assist…” Chairwoman Stabenow (D-MI) of the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, welcomed USDA's work to advance equity and noted “USDA has a big job 
ahead in rebuilding trust with farmers who have historically been left out of aid, but USDA is taking important steps to increase 
access… Make no mistake, there is still a lot of work to be done to build a food system that works for all of us.” 

https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2423 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-on-key-efforts-in-2021-to-advance-equity-at-the-department-of-
agriculture 

Climate Change 

Senator Stabenow, Chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, has been vocal about the vital 
role farmers play in addressing the climate crisis. She welcomed the highlights of USDA’s work to combat climate change using 
the resources provided through the 2018 Farm Bill, and particularly the announcement on investing $1 billion in pilot projects 
through the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities. "It’s critical that we make sure that climate-friendly practices are 
profitable and practical for farmers – no matter what crop they produce, what region they’re in, or the size of their operation. The 
urgency of the climate crisis demands action, and I look forward to reviewing the feedback and data from these pilot projects, 
which will help inform the writing of the next farm bill.” 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-on-key-efforts-in-2021-to-address-the-climate-crisis-through-the-
department-of-agriculture 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-applauds-usda-climate-pilots 

Hearings: Hearings related to conservation were conducted on the House side, look for more in the coming year as the 
Committees are gearing up to reauthorize the Farm Bill. Senate hearings focused on nominations and confirmations, digital 
assets, and nutrition. Since January, the House Committee on Agriculture has heard from: 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337340
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337341
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1870452
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/people/outreach/slbfr/?cid=nrcseprd1866225
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https://agriculture.house.gov/news/
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom
https://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2423
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https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-on-key-efforts-in-2021-to-address-the-climate-crisis-through-the-department-of-agriculture
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/chairwoman-stabenow-applauds-usda-climate-pilots
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Secretary Vilsack on the State of the Rural Economy (January 20, 2022) 

You can watch the livestream at 
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2403 

Testimony is available at 
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=114340 

Chief Cosby (NRCS) and Administrator Ducheneaux (FSA) to Review of Farm Bill Conservation Programs (February 2, 
2022) 

You can watch the livestream at 
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2409 

Testimony is available at 
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=114365 

Under Secretary Bonnie on Farm Policy (February 8, 2022) 

You can watch the livestream at 
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2413 

Testimony is available at 
 https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG16/20220208/114382/HHRG-117-AG16-Bio-BonnieR-20220208.pdf 

Lastly, on March 1, 2022, the House Agriculture Committee will hold a hearing on Commodity Group Perspectives on Title I of 
the Farm Bill 

You can livestream at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2ZpsKV9o5s 

https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2426 

USDA SENIOR STAFF APPOINTMENTS— 

February 8, 2022. Dr. Homer L. Wilkes, Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment – Dr. Wilkes was 
confirmed by unanimous consent by the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. Secretary Vilsack stated that 
“Dr. Wilkes has worked with USDA for more than 41 years heavily contributing to engineering, natural resource, and watershed 
projects, as well as forestry and working lands.” 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/senators-stabenow-boozman-welcome-senate-confirmation-of-under-secretary-of-
agriculture-for-natural-resources-and-environment-homer-wilkes 

January 19, 2022. Dr. Arthur D. Middleton, Senior Advisor on Wildlife Conservation, USDA – Dr. Middleton is an assistant 
professor in the University of California Berkeley’s Department of Environmental Policy, Science and Management, a role in 
which he will continue while serving with the USDA. Middleton will advise on how USDA programs can better support 
conservation of wildlife corridors and habitat. 

Scott Marlow, Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs in FSA – Marlow joins USDA after most recently serving as the 
founder and CEO of Long Rows Consulting where he oversaw the analysis of risk management, credit, and disaster assistance 
programs and provided training for farm services organizations on working with farmers in financial crisis and the mental health 
impacts of farm transitions. Marlow holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Duke University and a Master of Science 
in Crop Science from North Carolina State University. 

Tim Gannon, Chief of Staff, Farm Production and Conservation – Gannon returns to the Department after previously serving 
as the Director of Advance in the Office of the Secretary and Associate Administrator in the Risk Management Agency during 
the Obama-Biden Administration. Gannon is a graduate of the University of Iowa where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Global Studies. 

Andrea Delgado, Chief of Staff, Natural Resources and Environment – Delgado most recently served as the Government 
Affairs Director at the United Farm Workers Foundation, where she developed and implemented legislative and administrative 
strategies aimed at improving living and working conditions for agricultural workers across the country. Delgado received her 
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations from the State University of New York (SUNY) at Geneseo. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/19/us-department-agriculture-announces-key-staff-appointments 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/19/us-department-agriculture-announces-new-advisor-wildlife 

December 6, 2021. Sean Babington, Senior Advisor for Climate, Office of the Secretary – Previously, Babington served as 
Senior Professional Staff to Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow on the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, 
where he handled committee business pertaining to forestry, pesticides, and climate change. Babington holds a bachelor’s 
degree in geography and environmental studies from the University of Colorado at Boulder and a master’s in policy management 
from Georgetown University’s McCourt School of Public Policy. 

Anne Knapke, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy, Office of the Secretary – Knapke has served as the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Congressional Relations at USDA and was previously a Senior Program Officer focusing on nutrition and 
agricultural development at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Knapke holds a bachelor’s degree from the Ohio State 
University and master’s degrees in public policy and social service administration from the University of Chicago. 

Bidisha Bhattacharyya, Senior Advisor for Climate and Conservation, Farm Production and Conservation – 
Bhattacharyya has served as Senior Policy Advisor in the Farm Service Agency and previously as director for Climate and 

https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2403
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=114340
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2409
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=114365
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2413
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AG/AG16/20220208/114382/HHRG-117-AG16-Bio-BonnieR-20220208.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2ZpsKV9o5s
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2426
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/senators-stabenow-boozman-welcome-senate-confirmation-of-under-secretary-of-agriculture-for-natural-resources-and-environment-homer-wilkes
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/dem/press/release/senators-stabenow-boozman-welcome-senate-confirmation-of-under-secretary-of-agriculture-for-natural-resources-and-environment-homer-wilkes
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/19/us-department-agriculture-announces-key-staff-appointments
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/19/us-department-agriculture-announces-new-advisor-wildlife
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Energy Policy at the Center for American Progress and Vice President of Emerging Markets at the impact-investment firm Village 
Capital. She holds a master’s degree from Harvard University and a bachelor’s from St. Olaf College. 

Cecilia Hernandez, Designated Federal Officer for the USDA Equity Commission – Most recently Hernandez was with the 
General Services Administration’s Office of Governmentwide Policy as a Program Manager on the President’s Management 
Agenda Team. Hernandez received her Bachelor of Arts from Ursinus College and a Master of Public Administration from the 
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/06/us-department-agriculture-announces-key-staff-additions-and 

December 13, 2021 – February 24, 2022. Farm Service Agency and Rural Development State Directors – USDA has 
announced 26 FSA State Directors and 23 RD State Directors. Of note was the announcement of NRCS’s own Doris Washington 
to State Director, Arkansas on December 17, 2021. Most recently, Doris was the Director of NRCS’ National Water Management 
Center in Little Rock, AR. You can find all the appointments at the following links: 

Feb. 24, 2022 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/24/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Jan. 27, 2022 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/27/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Jan. 20, 2022 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/20/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Jan. 13, 2022 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/13/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Jan. 4, 2022 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/04/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Dec. 17, 2021 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/17/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-
development 

Dec. 13, 2021 - https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/13/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development 

 

ARCSE MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Due by January 1st, 2022 

Member  $18 per year 
Affiliate  $18 per year 
Life (One–time payment) 
 Age 64 or younger $250 
 Age 65 thru 74  $200 
 Age 75 or older $125 

NOTE: Dues payment includes receipt of the bimonthly electronic newsletter only. All members (both life members and those who pay 
annual dues) who desire a hard copy of the newsletter must pay an additional fee of $12.00 per year. 
Please submit Dues to ARCSE at P.O. Box 8965 Moscow, ID 83843 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Paul Benedict, Membership Chair 

New Life Members 

David T. Lightle – Labadie, Missouri 
Eileen Begovich – Alexandria, Virginia 
Charles Love – Auburn, Alabama  
Clifton E. Deal – Gresham, Oregon 
Diane Gelburd – Falls Church, Virginia 
Paul Ray – Chittenango, New York 
Anthony Burns – Pendleton, Kentucky 

New Members 

Barry Cavanna – Wooster, Ohio 
Wayne M. Maresch – Emlenton, Pennsylvania 
Lillian V. Woods Shawver – Laurel, Maryland 
Mike Monnin – Pickerington, Ohio 
Scott Jerrome – Pickerington, Ohio 
Louise Davis – Oregon City, Oregon 
Terry D’Addio – Bethesda, Maryland 

Membership Dues 

I would like to thank all the ARCSE members who have paid their 2022 dues and hard copy fees. Please remember, if you wish 
to maintain your ARCSE membership and get the next ARCSE Newsletter and 2022 ARCSE Directory, you must pay your 
2022 dues by April 15, 2022. 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/06/us-department-agriculture-announces-key-staff-additions-and
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/24/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/02/24/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/27/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/27/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/20/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/20/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/13/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/13/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/04/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/01/04/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/17/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/17/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/12/13/usda-announces-additional-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
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2022 ARCSE Directory 
The 2022 ARCSE Directory will be coming out with the May/June Newsletter. This is your last chance to update your information. 
If you need to change street address, email address, phone number, spouse name, etc., please let me know by April 15 by 
emailing me at soilwarden@verizon.net  

ALABAMA 
Earl Norton, ARCSE Representative 
Email: earl.norton@charter.net 

The retirees that meet monthly in Auburn met on January 3rd and February 7th at Chappy’s Restaurant. Attendance at the 
February breakfast was the best since the COVID pandemic hit Alabama. The group included first-timer Steve Musser who 
retired at the end of December, 2021 after serving 15 years as Alabama Assistant State Conservationist-Programs. 

 
Pictured at the February breakfast (L-R): Steve Musser, Charles Bush, Mac Nelson, Rev. Clifford Jones, George Martin, John Meetze 
and Earl Norton. 

Earl Norton, retired State Resource Conservationist-Alabama, was inducted into the Auburn University Agricultural Alumni Club 
Hall of Honor on February 17th in the Education/Government category. Earl retired at the end of 1994 with 35 years of service 
with SCS/NRCS and has worked in construction stormwater since retiring from NRCS, over 20 of the years with the Alabama 
Soil and Water Conservation Committee under contract as an erosion and sediment control specialist. 

Charles Bush, retired agricultural engineer, provided some interesting information recently about some of his career that our 
group suggested that we share. Charles retired in 1992 after serving as an area engineer, project engineer on a number of small 
watershed (PL-566) and RC&D projects, planning engineer on the River Basin Studies program (Alabama), and Team Leader 
on the National Aquaculture Activity Team headquarter at Auburn. Since retirement, he and his wife Glenda have traveled to 49 
of our 50 U.S. states and into parts of Canada, Mexico, and Panama. He consulted for 15 years designing safe dams, providing 
resource evaluation of lands being acquired for highway projects, commercial expansions, and other public needs and served 
as an “expert witness” in court cases involving stormwater management and runoff diversion issues.  

 

mailto:soilwarden@verizon.net
mailto:earl.norton@charter.net
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Charles said that one of the most challenging projects that he encountered while consulting involved the need to install a new 
primary drain structure in an older dam that impounded a 75-acre lake. The lake owner enjoyed fishing so much that he specified 
that the lake must not be drained and further that the dam continued be used as a roadway. Twenty years after installing the 
new drain structure, the lake and dam remain in excellent condition. With a desire to spend more time with grandchildren, and 
less time making soils investigations, clearing survey lines, and having overnight travels, Charles retired in 2008. For more details 
about his career, you may contact Charles at cgbush502@gmail.com. 

 
Bush installed a temporary coffer dam slightly inside the lake edge on one end of the dam which allowed the installation of a box 
culvert type concrete structure with a rock riprap outlet basin on the lower end. 

ARIZONA 
Ken Cookson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: ckcookson@aol.com 

Steve Black Report-- Warren and Barb Lee, Wade and Joanne Biddix, and Steve and Licia Black met for lunch in Tempe, 
AZ in late January.  Warren and Barb were in AZ for the winter months as they have been doing for many years.  Wade and 
Joanne moved to the Phoenix area about a year ago from Virginia.  Steve and Licia have lived in Phoenix for ten years.  Attached 
is a picture of Wade, Warren, and Steve. 

 

 
Wade Biddix , Warren Lee, and Steve Black in AZ 

mailto:cgbush502@gmail.com
file:///C:/JERRY/ARCSE/ARCSE-newsletter/2022/ARCSE-2022-Mar-April/ckcookson@aol.com
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DEADLINE FOR MAY/JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS IS APRIL 25TH, 2022. 
 

CALIFORNIA 
Bill Ward, ARCSE Representative 
Email: bluegrassbillward@gmail.com 

After long and productive careers, California welcomes the following new retirees to our retiree group. I was fortunate to have 
both Carlos and Teresa on my Design staff for a number of years. All these folks retired either late last year, early this year, or 
are soon to be retirees this year. 

Julia Grim. “I retired on January 28th after 33 years serving as “Geological Services Geologist” for California and Nevada. (Back 
in my working days that position was known as State Geologist, Bill Ward). NRCS is embedded in my heart because it’s brought 
the finest, most friendly people together to rally around a noble cause – getting conservation on the ground.” 

Carlos Velasquez: Retirement Date, Feb 28th, 2022. Position at Retirement Date: State Hydraulic Engineer. Years of Service: 
34. “I was so blessed to have worked with such great people in NRCS.” 

Teresa Velasquez: Retirement Date, June 30th, 2022. Position at Retirement Date: State Design Engineer. Years of Service: 
30. “I thank NRCS and my supervisors for giving me the flexibility to be a mom and the opportunity to work with this wonderful 
agency.” 

Robert (Bob) Hewitt: 

Retirement Date, late 2021. Years of Service, 47! Position at retirement: District Conservationist, San Jacinto Field Office. “After 
a month and a half of retirement I found I don't miss the paperwork at all. The times in the field were always fun and rewarding 
to see successful practices installed. I will miss that.” 

Sharon Nance. Retirement Date, September 11, 2021. Years of Service: 26 years NRCS FT and 5 years as a USDA contactor. 
Position at Retirement, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations Fresno, Area Office. “Retirement is growing on me. 
Leaving the job and California at the same time was a huge adjustment, almost as much as leaving Ohio and coming to California 
NRCS to begin my career. Life is good and I know that it will just keep getting better. 

Following are some photos of these retirees, some with fellow retirees or co-workers. 

  
Julia Grim Bill Ward and Carlos Velasquez 

 

  
Carlos and Teresa Velasque Bob Dunkle, Bill Ward and Bob Hewitt 

mailto:bluegrassbillward@gmail.com
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CA Design Staff L-R, Carlos Velasquez, Dan Toan, Jim Chapman, Teresa 

Velasquez, Bill Ward 
 

Sharon Nance 
 

California Retirees continue to have and enjoy a monthly Zoom meeting for all who wish to participate and stay connected. We 
had 11 of us shown below join our Feb 2nd meeting, including four first timer’s, Julia Grim, Harbans Lai, Dan Johnson, and 
Sharon Nance. 

 
Left to right from top left: Chester Bush, Bill Ward, Harold Honeyfield, Pat Grover, Dan Johnson, Paul Benedict, Ed Schmidt, Sharon 
Nance, Julia Grim, Harbans Lai, Walt Sykes 

I received a nice note and update from Karl Klingelhofer. Karl is 95 years old now and 
doing well. He spent most/all of his NRCS Career working in New Mexico. He recently 
moved to a retirement home in the San Diego area where he joined our California NRCS 
retiree group to stay better connected. Thanks for this update, Karl! 

Karl R Klingelhofer: retired 1981 with 31 years of service with the SCS. Position at 
retirement: Director of Special Services in DC office. Did two volunteer assignments after 
retirement; a month in Costa Rica studying dry season irrigation and a month on Island 
of Roatan supervising drilling of wells for water in the boon docks. Then did 15 years 
working for private engineering firm (full and part-time). After 30 years in Tucson, Arizona, 
now in a retirement home in San Diego area (Silvergate). I am 95 years old and still drive 
to my doctor appointments. 

Karl Klingelhofer at 95. 

Well that is about all from California this time around. Until next time, be Safe and Best 
Wishes. 

It is always nice to see our fellow retirees to share news with each other. For Julia Grim 
what was new for her was her official retirement on the previous Friday – not even a week 
behind her! It was really nice for the rest of us to be able to congratulate her face to face 
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via Zoom. Sharon Nance shared that after her retirement last year she had moved from California to Oregon. She shared that 
leaving her job and California at the same time was/is a huge adjustment for her.   I was able to share the following YouTube 
video marking the 44th anniversary that Dana and I celebrated on January 28th. 

https://youtu.be/6RXsHI32rL8 

Happy Anniversary Dana. 44 Amazing Years! 

Thanks to all of our participants for joining us, especially our first timers, Julia, Harbans, Dan and Sharon.  We look forward to 
seeing you again in our future monthly zoom sessions. 

COLORADO 
Jack Carlson, ARCSE Representative 
Email: pspicata@gmail.com 

After a dry fall and early winter, snow on the ground since the first of the year, snowpack statewide is 97% of median at the end 
of February, with cold snaps thrown in. Motivating Steve Park to send out his flyer for the PAP Foundation Golf Tournament he 
hosts annually, this year in June. Speaking of snow, USGS retiree George Leavesley in Lakewood has been running water 
supply forecasts, using the PRMS model for several western basins in parallel this season with current NRCS National Water 
and Climate Center forecasting methods, part of a long-term continuous improvement collaboration with the Center. The Center 
also has been looking at incorporating machine learning technology into the forecasting system. 

FLORIDA 
Bill Kuenstler, ARCSE Representative 
Email: bkuenstler@gmail.com 

 
ARCSE South VP Bill Kuenstler with Phuc Vu, Design Engineer, NRCS and Engineers Without Borders USA 

IOWA 
Mark Jensen, ARCSE Representative 
Email: amjens1@gmail.com 

The northwest Iowa retirees continue to get together on the third Wednesday morning of each month. They meet at the Perkins 
Restaurant on Highway 20 east of Sioux City. The picture shows the folks who attended the February breakfast. If you would 
like to participate, they would enjoy having you join them! 

https://youtu.be/6RXsHI32rL8
mailto:pspicata@gmail.com
mailto:bkuenstler@gmail.com
mailto:amjens1@gmail.com
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Northwest Iowa breakfast attendees starting from front left: Scott Osborn, Marla Conley, Terri Sage, Jerri Ducommun, Dick Hall, 
Judy Clause, Dave Sage, and Guy Hempey. 

Once in a while it is fun to take a look back at group pictures from days gone by. Thank you to Judy Clause for providing the 
picture of the Area Secretaries in Iowa in 1983. 

e  
Area Secretaries in Iowa, 1983. Front L-R: Kathi Ohnemus, Des Moines; Bonnie Weller (Allely), Shenandoah; and Darlene Lauder, 
Fairfield Back L-R: Barb Herrera, Mason City; Judy Clause, Sioux City; Karen Hazen, Council Bluffs; Margaret Walker, Sioux City; 
and Joyce Nerhus, Fort Dodge. 

Thanks to Brian Peterson for the following: “On January 27th at the annual Adams County Community Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Banquet and Awards Night, I was honored with the John McMahon Volunteer of the Year Award. The award recognizes 
dedicated and outstanding service to the Adams Community. My ‘Volunteering’ started in 1982, two years after we moved to 
Corning. I volunteered to announce girls softball because they didn't have an announcer. Since that start, I have also announced 
baseball, track, basketball, football, and wrestling. I also announce the annual Homecoming Parade and the evening Lighted 
Parade which ‘kicks off’ the Holiday Season. I have also been an active Rotarian, 4-H Leader, and youth baseball coach, as well 
as numerous church activities. There have also been numerous other school and community activities. So I have been 
volunteering in the community for the last 42 years and I don't see an end in sight!” Congratulations Brian on a well-deserved 
award! 

Thanks to Lyle Asell for the following update: “Like many others, we don't travel far, avoid crowds, and stay home a lot. Yet, the 
days and weeks fly by. We try to do better at keeping in contact with family and friends. Our long distance phone bill would be 
scary if we still received one! So we enjoy a daily show watching wildlife including Buddy I and Buddy II (opossums that come 
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to our bird feeder to pick up droppings). We see a wide variety of birds ranging from Chickadees to Bald Eagles, including a 
bunch of LBBs (technical speak in the birding world for ‘Little Brown Birds’). We even had a Pileated Wood Pecker hang around 
the farm for a few days. The deer had a trail though the backyard and another through the front yard as well. There are a couple 
dozen Wild Turkeys that visit our corn field regularly, and I can't help but think they didn't exist in Iowa when I was growing up. 
Seeing an Eagle was unheard of and spotting a deer was something to share with others back then. Starlings are thinking about 
building a nest in a downspout, so I am thinking about sitting on the patio with a 12 gauge, to discuss their choice. So it goes, 
not too much excitement but we are enjoying the good life.” 

John and Carolyn Chenoweth are settled into their new home in Pella. They moved there last year after having spent several 
years in Van Buren, Arkansas. Welcome back to Iowa! 

Jim and Betty Reel are enjoying the “city life” living in Fairfield after selling their farm down by Mount Sterling last year. 

Charlie Branham’s daughter, Megan, her husband, and their family moved in with Charlie at his home in St. Joseph, MO. He's 
fighting diabetes and has to use a walker to get around. 

Recently we were saddened to learn of the passing of Tom Gould. Tom was a District Conservationist in Sioux City and later 
served as a Grassland Specialist for northwest Iowa. 

During the past few months, we have welcomed a number of folks into our retiree ranks. These include: Daniel Meyer, Soil 
Conservationist on the Chariton Resource Team (RT); Martin Hicks, Engineering Technician on the Charles City RT; Elaine 
Hammer, Soil Conservation Technician on the Waterloo RT; Cristine Birks, Soil Conservation Technician on the Webster City 
RT; Barbara Exey, Soil Conservation Technician on the Decorah RT; Steve Allen, Soil Conservation Technician in Chariton; 
James Walsh, Soil Conservation Technician in Creston; David Brommel, CSP Coordinator in Des Moines; and Kevin McCall, 
State Resource Conservationist in Des Moines. 

KANSAS 
Deanne Lull, ARCSE Representative 
Email: rlull2@cox.net 

Wow, it’s February and we are having several days in the 70s. I have even done some yard work. The new year is off to a good 
start as many families were able to gather over the holidays, Omicron cases continue to rapidly decrease, and although the 
Salina area needs the moisture, we only had to scoop a few inches of snow that resulted from two nasty winter storms. 

We have had eight retirements over the last couple of months. Effective on December 31st, 2021, were  David L. Criger, Soil 
Conservation Technician in the Howard Office in the Eureka Management Unit;  Alan T. Heiman, Soil Conservationist, in the 
Smith Center Office in the Smith Center Management Unit; Dee A. Minge, Supervisory District Conservationist in the Washington 
Office in the Washington Management Unit; Danielle S. Perry, Management Analyst in the Kansas State Office in Salina; Matt 
L. Sprick, Supervisory District Conservationist in the Hiawatha Office in the Hiawatha Management Unit; and Bruce K. Wells, 
Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations in the Emporia Area Office. 

Two retirements that were effective on January 28th, 2022, were Donald L. Brown, Construction Inspector, on the Technical 
Staff in the Emporia Area Office; and Shanda K. Spurgeon, Resource Conservationist, on the Technical Staff in the Hays Area 
Office. 

A couple of side notes to share regarding Donald Brown’s and Dee Minge’s retirements:  Donald’s career was in the 
neighborhood of 50 years, while Dee’s career spanned 38 years, spending 35 years in the Washington, Kansas, Field Office 
which is my hometown. 

Three Kansas retirees and two spouses have passed away. Robert “Bob” Flattery died on December 20th, 2021.  Bob retired 
in 1991 as a Construction Inspector in the Strong City Watershed Project Office. He is survived by his wife, Dorothy. Roy Donald 
Pywell passed away January 2nd, 2022. Roy retired in 1996 as a District Conservationist in the Sublette Field Office. His wife, 
Evelyn, preceded him in death. Calvin R. Ufford died on January 28th, 2022. He retired in 1981 as a Construction Inspector in 
the Overbrook Watershed Project Office. His wife, JoAnn, preceded him in death. 

John Ward Davis, a Colorado retiree who was presently living in Thayer, Kansas, passed away on January 18 th, 2022. He 
started his career in Kansas and retired from the Colorado State Office. He is survived by his wife, Lois.  Several Kansas retirees 
remembered him. 

Retha Loree Petrie, the spouse of Neal Petrie, passed away on December 16th, 2021. Neal retired in 1984 as a Soil 
Conservation Technician in the Oakley Field Office. He passed away in 2016.  Lois Irene Kennedy died on January 4th, 2022. 
She was the wife of Alvin Merle Kennedy who retired in 1993 as a Civil Engineering Technician on the Technical Staff in the 
Hutchinson Area Office. Merle preceded her in death in 2014. 

MAINE 
John Simon, ARCSE Representative 
Email: balnengr@tds.net 

Hi Everyone from Maine! 

2022 January. A small crowd showed up today - the 11th of January, but we had a good time. Attending were Dave Mussulman, 
Dan Baumert, and John Simon. 

mailto:rlull2@cox.net
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I really enjoyed getting to know each of them better and share stories. Dave had moved around a lot with SCS/NRCS. He was 
an area conservationist in Illinois when Phil Christensen was the State Engineer, so he knew Phil well. I told Dave that I used 
to be in a carpool with state conservationist Munkkitrick. Dave said he knew Munk. I think Munk still lives in the Mechanicsburg 
area of PA. He was a lot of fun in the carpool. He was a large man, so usually he had to ride in front! 

We all shared stories of getting lost or disorientated in the woods! It is Interesting that we are all still here! Dave had no electrical 
backup at his house in Bangor, so he recently had a generator put in, and the electrician hooked it up so it runs his whole house 
– probably not with the clothes dryer or stove going, but enough to run the house. 

We talked about the 1998 ice storm and how each of us survived! What a mess that was! But we all made it. 

Dan says he does a lot of cross-country skiing on Mount Dessert Island Ski trails and loves the area. At 68 Dan is still young 
enough to do such activities! I believe that Lew Crosby also does a lot of biking and skiing on the same trails. Lew got back to 
me and said he broke his leg several years ago and no longer does the MDI trails. 

It was minus 3.6 degrees at my house this morning, but the roads were clear and dry, and the sun was bright. Very little wind, 
so if you were dressed OK it was pleasant. Only problem is traction when walking – you have to be very careful of the ice patches. 

We were served at our table by our old friend Betty. I was told we can ask for her to be our waitress wherever we sit. There were 
only about 10 folks or so in the front part of Dysarts. A slow day! 

Well, hopefully next month it will be nicer weather, but until then stay warm and we will all watch out for those ice patches! 

2022 February. On Tuesday February 8th we had five attendees at our breakfast. Included were Karen and Bruce Champeon, 
Dave Mussulman, Norm Kalloch, and John Simon. 

This is the first breakfast after the loss of our dear friend Charlie Boothby on Sunday January 23rd. Charlie was just short of 87 
years old. We will miss Charlie a lot as he was a regular at our breakfasts, and he always brought his beloved wife Judy with 
him. RIP Charlie. Charles was one of Maine’s few Senior Conservationists. 

If my records are correct, losing Charlie makes our oldest retiree Joe Bertolaccini our elder. Next in line is me at 82! Yee-gads. 

We were all surprised and pleased to see Norm Kalloch. He had a doctor’s appointment at Augusta at noon so he decided to 
drive up to have breakfast with us – good decision. It was pleasant seeing Norm again. Norm and I both had our cataract surgery 
done by Dr. Moulton, and we talked about how we enjoyed his brand of doctoring. Norm and Audrey live in St. George during 
the winters. No more winters at the lake! Norm said he has not heard from Dick Ferland, as usual. Last time I talked to Dick 
(several years ago) he was working a lot at his brother Dennis’s dairy farm in the Auburn area. Knowing Richard, I suspect he 
has not slowed down much. 

Dave Mussulman told the group about his experience wearing a copper bracelet. He is convinced it helps him a lot. I told the 
group how Ralph Walker, the Technician from the Lewiston/Auburn office, got me started with copper. Ralph insisted that placing 
a 10 foot + long piece of bare copper wire in the upper reaches of tile systems would prevent the plugging of the tile line with the 
iron ocher bacteria. This was mainly in soils with iron deposits in the soil matrix. Always a good thing to do anyway if not sure. 
Much cheaper than unclogging a long tile system. Copper is a required mineral in our diet for many of the body’s processes, and 
lethal to many pathogenic bacteria. 

Some of you may have also heard of magnet therapy for health conditions. I have used magnets myself and they do work like 
copper. The body is an amazing electrical system. I once put a small magnet blanket under my pillow with the wrong polarity up. 
I woke up with terrible nightmares, so I never tried that again. I used it on my hips several evenings later but only after I figured 
which side is supposed to be up! 

Really enjoyed last week’s spring thaw! Most of the ice on my driveway is now gone! Worst icing of my driveway in the 24 years 
I have been at this location in Hampden, Maine. 

I showed Bruce my new I-phone SE that has many programs I doubt that I will ever use. I am slowly learning to use some of the 
features. He and Karen have similar phones I believe. Don’t wait for emails from me any time soon. 

All’s quiet on the retirees’ front. I hear from Tom Smith and Bill Moulton occasionally. 

Till next report, take care and God bless you all, John Simon - Maine 

MID-ATLANTIC STATES 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, DC 
Ken Carter, ARCSE Representative 
Email: duckheadone@gmail.com 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter would like to welcome two new members to our group: Terry D’Addio, recently retired from NHQ and 
living in Maryland; and Diane Gelburd, also recently retired.  Diane has been an associate member for a number of years, but 
now joins us officially with her retirement.  She has recently bought a camping trailer and is practicing on short weekend tr ips 
before setting out for longer trips. 

I received an email from Jerry Seinwell, informing me of the passing of Jim Talbot. No information was available at that time. 

mailto:duckheadone@gmail.com
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For you weather forecaster in the group, I can say “spring is officially here.” Forget the groundhog – spring starts when the skunks 
come out of hibernation and get hit crossing the road. In a two-hour drive back from the Chesapeake Bay yesterday, I counted 
six road-killed skunks - a sure sign of spring. 

John Peterson attended the NACD Annual Meeting in Orlando, where he was inducted into the NACD Hall of Distinction. This 
is the highest honor for SWCD representatives. Quite an achievement and recognition for his contributions to SWCDs.  Below 
are some pictures taken by Steven Meeks of the surprised look John had, once it was announced. 

 
Surprised John Peterson 

Extensive remarks were made about John’s contributions to conservation over the years, including “Peterson embodies the 
principles of conservation, has contributed much to the field, challenges us to be stronger leaders and is well deserving of this 
highest recognition of the NACD Hall of Distinction.” 

MISSOURI 
Dave Rastorfer, ARCSE Representative 
Email: daverastorfer@aol.com, moarscse@aol.com 

NOTE:  A Conservation Reunion (or just plain get-together) is being held on Saturday, March 26th, in the fellowship hall of the 
Shelbina First Baptist Church, located at 125 W Chestnut—that’s the street just south of the railroad tracks. The occasion is to 
honor and enjoy the company of philosopher, ballistics authority, long-winded storyteller, and self-proclaimed Mayor of Memphis, 
Tom Deberry. It will be an open house sort of affair; this means you can come any time between 10am and 4pm; bring spouses, 
kids, grandkids, neighbors, everybody. Stay as long as you like; snacks, tea, lemonade and coffee will be on offer. Along about 
noon some food will be available. Meat, drinks and table service will be provided. If you come planning to eat, bring a dish or 
something to share – nothing fancy. 

The Columbia area retirees met for breakfast on February 9th at J.J.’s restaurant in Columbia. Those in attendance were:  Bob 
and Rosie Herschbach, Jerry Edwards, Ed Smith, John McCarthy and daughter, Cathy, Jean Herman, Bob Hummel, 
Richard and Marjorie Koenig and Odie Swanegan. The next breakfast will be on May 11th at J.J.’s 

Hugh and Sharon Curry and Steve and Licia Black got together for lunch in Mesa, Arizona in February. Several other retirees 
who normally attend were not able to make it this year due to health issues. Hugh and Sharon were in Mesa in January and 
February, and Steve and Licia moved to Phoenix in 2011. 

Mike Wells: we will be moving to Texas the first of March to be closer to our kids. Our son, David, was transferred to the Houston 
area last year; and our daughter, Courtney and family live near Waco. Our new address is: 3726 Prelude Springs Lane, Spring, 
TX 77386. My new email is: wellsmd060670@gmail.com. The porch light is always on for SCS/NRCS's. We would love to have visitors. 

Alton Taylor: We are leaving for Padre Island in the morning. Kay has a house rented for the week, and we packed a week of 
food supplies. We will be joined by other family members during the week. Much of the time there will be four generations present. 
Sure is nice to have traveling friends to invite with you to come along. We have two wedding trips – one to Jeff City and one in 
San Antonio, then September, Yellowstone. My daughter has a house rented there for a week outside the West gate. 

mailto:daverastorfer@aol.com
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Jim and Jere Rickman in South America 

Jim Rickman: Just got back from Peru and Ecuador. Enclosed is a picture of Jere and I, with our masks pulled down for the 
anyway. Many COVID tests were involved during the trip. We were required to wear masks in both countries. However, I ended 
up in quarantine in Ecuador with COVID. I dropped Facebook after I got a call from Hugh Curry asking about a windfall I had 
just gotten. Turns out I had been hacked and Hugh had a long conversation with the hacker, thinking it was me. I am guessing 
anyone who I was friends with on Facebook might get a call from someone acting like they were me, even though my Facebook 
account is not active. Sorry about that. 

Dennis Shirk:  Good morning, I am feeling much better and seem stabilized for the moment. I’m planning on making a trip with 
the bank going up north and crossing over into Canada. Please keep our daughter and her family in your prayers. They will be 
leaving very shortly to the mission field in Ecuador and will be gone for three years. I’m so very proud of them. The Maries SWCD 
got a very nice award from the solid waste management district for using the large equipment tires as livestock watering tanks. 
I consider this my greatest accomplishment in my career. 

 
An example of Livestock Watering Facility 

Gary Noel: Hello everyone. I hope everyone is doing well. I am still working as an ACES employee. But very soon I will be 
retiring from that position. It has been a very rewarding job for me. I have worked in this position since shortly after I retired from 
NRCS on May 29, 2013. It is hard for me to believe that I have worked in this position for almost 10 years. And I will miss all the 
great people I have worked with, but it is time to move on. Pictured below is a family photo. 
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Sequoia Bolinger (Mandy’s fiancé) Linda Bolinger (Sequoia’s mother), Emily Johnson (Carrie’s and Mandy’s cousin), Carrie Noel, 
Mandy Noel, Natalie Noel, and Gary Noel 

Craig A King: As usual, we are preparing for some more Missouri weather as you all know. Hopefully it won’t hang around long 
this time. Really got tired of the ice underfoot. Andrea seems to stay busy as the AC. They’ve been busy with interviews. She 
and I have been staying busy with the lambing. We’ve been fortunate even through the cold weather. I’m finally able to do my 
part. I’ll get to that later. The kids are staying busy. Weston finished his first semester at UMC. He’s working out now for spring 
football. He got a job refereeing at the Rec Center for extra money. That will be an experience. He did well with his grades so 
that is the main thing. Candra is finishing basketball – districts around the corner. Track will be next as she throws the shot and 
disc. She just got her grades, and it was all A’s. Thankfully she takes after her Mom. Our oldest daughter Tracy is in Omaha, 
well, Bellevue, NE. She manages the lab at the hospital. They have three kids, so they stay busy. 

Daughter Terri lives in Knox County. She is a traveling nurse and has been working in Hannibal lately. Her husband Zach is an 
EMT and works out of Columbia. They also have three kids. As for as myself, I am very fortunate to be writing this email. On 
December 12, my son and I went to the gym in Hannibal to work out. I remember pulling into the parking lot, then everything is 
very spotty. The only way to put it is, my heart completely stopped. My son, who is on the left in the picture, performed CPR, 
which he learned in school. Quite an impact for anyone but especially 18 years old. A fireman took over for Weston, and the 
other gentlemen in the picture are the EMTs. After the long needle in my shoulder and 200, then 240 Jules, God gave me another 
chance. The guy to my left is a lifelong friend of Andrea’s. As a matter of fact, she calls him brother Mark. He is a director now 
for the EMTs, so he usually doesn’t go on calls, but something made him go, so he could talk to Andrea on the phone. I went to 
Hannibal Regional for a night, then took a helicopter ride to Barnes where I spent three weeks. Never had a heart attack but 
have A Fib and V Tach. Came home with a defibrillator. As one nurse said, you got the three-wire Lexus model. Anyway, going 
to the gym getting my strength back. The doctors want me to get back where I was. That being said, if I hadn’t stayed active in 
my life, probably would have had a different ending. Sure do enjoy your all’s stories. Thanks for listening and God Bless. 

 
(l-rt) son Weston, EMT, Craig King, family friend Mark, EMT 

Steve Wooden: I'm still farming with my son, Matt and my brother, Mark. Debbie and I now live on our home farm at 14330 
Benton Lane, Lexington, MO 64067. We have a cash crop farm producing corn and soybeans, but with a little bit of a twist. Our 
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operation is strictly No-till, with cover crops sown on approximately half of our cropland each year (Mostly Cereal Rye). We also 
raise our own Rye Seed and sell some to our neighbors. We have been busy with building UGO terraces this winter. Our family 
has been mostly healthy, but our son did have a brief, light bout of COVID. I've been having some back problems and just got 
the nerves burned in my lower back. I hope to be back in good enough shape to help with the planting this spring. We have two 
grandsons now who are just starting into soccer and BMX. They live at Blue Springs, MO, so we can watch them play when we 
can get away from the farm. I just wanted to let everyone know I'm still alive. I enjoy reading the newsletter to hear what everyone 
is doing. 

J.R. Flores: Now that COVID is slowing down, I am spending every Saturday refereeing 5th and 6th grade basketball games. I 
spend the other six days recuperating. My wife Nancy and I are now in Florida for some R&R. Life is good! 

 
J.R. Flores calling fouls. 

Ed Smith: Hello Retires, no real news from the Smith household. We are mostly staying inside for the winter months and looking 
forward to green grass, planting time and above all, hopefully golf again. We have four great-grandsons (two from a 
granddaughter and two from a grandson) that come to see Grandpa and Grandma on a regular basis. We certainly enjoy them. 
Also have another great-grandson in Chesterfield area and another one coming in the Columbia area. We have both been well 
and feeling blessed that we are still here, an opportunity that eight or more of our friends have not been afforded in the last two 
months. Must be our age bracket! 

It was good to see a few of our retiree friends at the quarterly breakfast recently. Hope to see more of you as springtime rolls 
around. Also interested in the get together that is planned latter this year further north. That’s all for now. Stay safe and take care 
of your loved ones. 

MONTANA 
Dick Gooby, ARCSE Representative 
Email: inca@3rivers.net  

Montana Big Sky Report 

Gooby Ranch Report 1: At 10pm on New Year’s Eve we were fast asleep. The phone rang and rang. Mary Ann woke up and 
took the call. It was from our neighbor. He said our cows were in their yard. It was 4 below zero, and the wind was blowing really 
hard. Mary Ann woke me up. We had to get our winter clothes on and head out to get the cows. We drove down to the neighbor’s 
place and sure enough, they were our cows. Mary Ann went back and opened the gate to our place while I had a cup of coffee 
with the neighbor. When she got back, I drove the pickup down to the gate to block the road off so the cows would go in our 
place. Mary Ann herded the cows down the road. One cow got past me and ran down the road. Mary Ann shot past me and got 
in front of the cow. She chased the cow back up and it went through the gate with the others. 

After we got the cows in our field, Mary Ann walked along the fence with a flashlight to see how they got out. She found where 
the fence was torn loose, and four posts were broken off. We had to go back home and get the post hole digger and the rest of 
the fencing material and drive back to where the fence was down. While Mary Ann got everything loaded, I got some coffee and 
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delicious cookies she made me for Christmas. We drove back to where the fence was down, and Mary Ann started digging post 
holes. It wasn’t easy since the ground was frozen. 

It took her over a half hour to dig a post hole. I kept the pickup in position so the lights were shining toward where Mary Ann was 
digging so she could see. I kept it running and the heater on full blast so Mary Ann could get in the pickup once in a while to 
warm up. During the whole digging process, she never stopped once to warm up. I guess all the work she was doing digging 
was keeping her warm. In the meantime, I ate six cookies, and the pickup was so warm I fell asleep. The next thing I knew Mary 
Ann opened the pickup door and said the fence was all fixed and we could go home. It was 4:30am. 

When we got home Mary Ann was happy that she could get a half hour nap in before she had to get up and start the morning 
chores. I couldn’t believe she let me sleep in the pickup while she fixed all the fence. That Mary Ann is one great girl. I’ll bet we 
will never forget how we spent this New Year’s Eve. 

Gooby Ranch Report 2: It’s starting to look like winter at the Gooby Ranch. There is a foot of snow, it’s 20 below and the north 
wind is blowing. When it gets this cold and the snow gets deep, the elk come out of the mountains to feed on the farmer’s hay 
stacks. This morning we have about 200 elk in the field about 300 yards from our haystack. If the elk move in and eat on the 
haystack, we won’t have anything left to feed the cattle. Since I have the most experience with elk, I knew exactly what to do. I 
drove the pickup down and parked it between the elk and the haystack. I put Mary Ann’s sleeping bag in the back so she can 
stay warm. All she had to do was stay awake in case the elk tried to sneak in. It won’t be all bad because in a while we will start 
calving and this will give her a head start on being up all night. 

While I was getting things set up for Mary Ann, she hit on the idea of writing a song for the elk. She wrote. “I’m going to get an 
elk tonight. I’m going to get an elk tonight. It’s going to be my delight since I’m going to get an elk tonight. Shish! Boom! Bah! 
Bring on the elk so I can get my elk tonight. It will be my delight, when I get my elk tonight.” 

She recorded the song and when she went down to the pickup, she put the player on the hood of the pickup and turned the song 
on loud. I could hear it clear in the house. I had to turn the TV up more so I could hear my movie. 

When Mary Ann came back in the morning to get my breakfast, she said with her song playing that the elk didn’t want anything 
to do with the haystack. I guess none of them wanted to be Mary Ann’s elk delight. 

Gooby Ranch Report 3: The other day we had to give the calves their pre-weaning shots since we are ready to wean in a 
couple weeks. When Mary Ann got back from spending the night keeping the elk out of our haystack, she got my breakfast ready 
then headed out to chase the cattle into the corral so we could separate the calves. 

We had opened the gate so the cows could graze along the road to save having to feed hay. Mary Ann took her favorite cow 
dog Zakaria with her, and they walked down the road about three miles to get past the cows so she could get them headed for 
home. 

I had a conference call, so I wasn’t able to help Mary Ann chase the cows. Our granddaughter had set up the conference call so 
she could show us a bunch of pictures of her new baby, Ellie along with how she is doing. Mary Ann decided she would rather I 
was the one to get on the conference call while she herded the cows. 

About a half hour after the conference call and I had a snack, I went out and Mary Ann had just got the cows and calves in the 
corral. Next, we needed to separate the calves so Mary Ann could give them their shot. My job is to open the gate so a calf can 
go through, then close it so a cow doesn’t sneak through. Finally, we had them all separated, and Mary Ann got the shots ready 
while I had a cup of coffee. 

My job was to write down the calf’s number while Mary Ann runs up and gives the calves their shot. Mary Ann had one calf that 
was so fast and spooky she couldn’t get close enough to give it the shot. She put the syringe in her mouth and the next time she 
got up to the calf Mary Ann jumped up on its back. While the calf was bucking the syringe bounced out of Mary Ann’s mouth and 
lit on the ground. I picked it up and when the calf got close enough to me, I was handing the syringe to Mary Ann, when I slipped 
on the ice and stabbed the needle into Mary Ann’s hand and accidently pushed the plunger. Mary Ann had her weaning shot. 
She drinks milk with every meal. Mary Ann hasn’t drunk any milk in the last five days. I think she is weaned. 

Gooby Ranch Report 4: It was time to wean the calves. They had their pre-weaning shots a couple weeks ago. 

Mary Ann still hasn’t drunk any milk since she accidently got her pre-weaning shot. She is definitely weaned. 

Mary Ann had to go about six miles up the county road to chase the cows down into our corral so we could separate the calves. 
The free grazing along the county road really helps us save having to use our hay. Of course, the people driving down the road 
aren’t too happy. One person stopped and told Mary Ann we should get our cows off the road. Mary Ann explained to him that 
grazing the tall grass beside the road in the winter is a big help in keeping the snow from drifting on the road. It is a win-win. 

We have a neighbor close to our place who doesn’t have any cattle and spends the winter in Arizona. I opened the gate that 
goes into a big alfalfa field to tighten up the wires. After I tightened the wires, I couldn’t close the gate. So, I opened the gate all 
the way so the cows wouldn’t get caught in it. 

In a little while our cattle were through the gate and eating in the neighbor’s field. Since the neighbor spends the winter in Arizona, 
they haven’t asked us to get our cattle out of their field. Now Mary Ann only needs to walk a little over two miles to check the 
cattle. Mary Ann went out to see how the cows were doing. I got the telescope to see what she was doing. The next thing I saw 
was her milking a cow and drinking the milk. I guess she’s not weaned after all. 
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NEBRASKA 
Norm Kempf, Jim Culver, ARCSE Representatives 
Emails: nkempf@neb.rr.com, j4culver@aol.com 

SCS/NRCS RETIREES CLUB 

The January 18th, 2022 Zoom meeting was called to order by President Jim Culver. Attending were Jim Culver, Claudia 
Stevenson, Arlis Plummer, Harold Klaege, Norm Helzer, Bill Hance, Doug Christensen, Norm Kempf, Donna and Gus 
Dornbusch, Ken Noonan, Arnold Mendenhall, and Keith Sheets. 

The February 16th, 2022 Zoom meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jim Culver. There were 14 attending: Harold Klaege, 
Jim Culver, Donna Dornbusch, Gus Dornbusch, Doug Christensen, Norm Kempf, Bill Hance, Steve Stover, Arnold 
Mendenhall, Steve Scheinost, Ken Noonan, Louie Buller, Norm Helzer, and Gary Muckel. 

Doug Christensen announced that he had a positive COVID-19 test last week. He was not eligible for COVID treatments 
because he had had the vaccine and booster; at this time Covid treatments are limited to those not vaccinated because of the 
scarcity of treatment options. He is recuperating at home and is doing better this week. Doug also had good things to say about 
the urgent care center at 70th and Van Dorn. 

Ken Noonan reported that he had right knee surgery and is scheduled for his second knee surgery in March. Steve Stover said 
his wife Jan came home from the hospital after eight weeks. They are thankful for all the prayers and support.  

Jim Culver reported on the death of Leo Shields, a former soil scientist with our agency. He had celebrated his 100th birthday 
several months before his death. Chris Chapman passed away on January 20th, 2022 at the age of 89. She worked as an 
administrative assistant in the SCS Technical Service Center. 

Craig Derickson’s brother passed away on February 4th. Craig expressed thanks for the cards and condolences on his brother’s 
death. 

Claudia Stevenson and husband are planning to go to Hawaii in February. She also invited everyone to the SWCS Nebraska 
skiing event in Wyoming March 4 – 5. Harold Klaege’s son is refurbishing his camper for a turkey hunting trip with Dad in 
Arizona in April. Keith Sheets and wife will be returning to Lincoln in April.  

Arlis Plummer and husband are planning to go to Padre Island at the end of February. Doug Christensen and wife are going 
on a cruise ship in March, starting at Barcelona, Spain and cruising the Mediterranean with stops along the way. The trip had 
been planned for 2021 but canceled because of the pandemic. 

Jim Culver announced and presented the Distinguished Service Award to Norm Kempf from the ARCSE. Gus Dornbusch 
received a similar award several years ago.  

Robert (Rob) Lawson has been selected as the State Conservationist for Nebraska with a starting date of February 14th. He 
will move to Lincoln sometime in May. He has been with NRCS for 18 years and is originally from Iowa. 

Claudia Stevenson is working on and will be sending out the revised guidelines for the Nebraska SWCS.  

Norm Kempf’s wife Sylvia ordered four quick tests for COVID-19 online yesterday. Today’s Lincoln Journal Star had an article 
about the availability of the tests via online. 

Jim Culver reported that our retirees club celebrated its 50th anniversary last year and the history was published in the Nebraska 
SWCS newsletter. Our retiree’s group is probably the oldest one in the states. 

The NARFE conference will be held May 25 – 26. The postal reform bill was passed last week by the House. The Nebraska 
legislature is considering repealing taxes on Social Security benefits. There would still be taxes on Federal annuities. Harold 
Klaege and others are working to have the bill exempt Federal annuities also. 

Jim Culver reported that the Nebraska SWCS will have its virtual brown bag meeting today on Climate Smart Ag from 12-1. 
Information was previously sent out by email to our members. Gary Muckel is keeping busy with family and golfing. Norm Kempf 
is going ice fishing as always and reported his catch as mostly minnow size.  

Arnold Mendenhall is still working for the Audubon Society and has done so for 21 years. He is currently working on contracts 
with NRCS and other agencies; and is also working on the Haines Branch corridor from Pioneer Park to Spring Creek Prairie.  

Harold Klaege reported that there is proposed Nebraska legislation trying to move from permanent easements to 99 years. 

Bill Hance is still volunteering at the Lincoln state prison. Engineers have looked at the structural aspects of the prison and said 
most of the structures need to be rebuilt from ground up. Currently, three different sites are being considered for a new 
penitentiary. 

mailto:nkempf@neb.rr.com
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February Golf in Nebraska: Jim Culver and Norman Kempf getting ready to tee off at Crooked Creek Golf Course, a short distance 
east of Lincoln, Nebraska. A bit of a cool start on very dry brown fairways. Very little snow and rainfall for some time! 

 
Participating during our February 16, 2022 zoom meeting were from top and left to right: 1st row Norm Helzer, Harold Klaege, Bill 
Hance, Doug Christenson, 2nd row -- Jim Culver, Norman Kempf, Gus Dornbusch, Donna Dornbusch, Ken Noonan, 3rd row- Arnold 
Mendenhall, Keith Sheets, Claudia Stevenson, Arlis Plummer, and 4th row -Gary Muckel. 

 
Participating during our January 19, 2022 zoom meeting were from top and– left to right: 1st row - Jim Culver, Harold Klaege, Steve 
Stover, Doug Christenson, 2nd row -Norman Kempf, Bill Hance, Ken Noonan, Gus Dornbusch, Donna Dornbusch, 3rd row -Arnold 
Mendenhall, Steve Scheinost, Norm Helzer. Louie Buller and 4th row - Gary Muckel.  
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NEW YORK 
Nancy Lee, ARCSE Representative 
Email: mlee0006@rochester.rr.com 

Nancy Lee wrote: “It is with a sad heart that I pass on the news of the death of Anthony "Tony" Esser on February 17th, 2022. 
Tony was a friend, co-worker and current President of the ARCSE's NY chapter. We send our condolences to his wife, Kathleen. 
See more details in the In Memoriam section. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Jim Canterberry, ARCSE Representative 
Email: jhcanter@bellsouth.net 

Six retirees from the Raleigh area met at the Farmers Market Restaurant for breakfast on January 12. Attending the breakfast 
were Jim Canterberry, Coy Garrett, Dick Fowler, Dick Gallo, Phil Tant and Cecil Settle. 

 
L-R :  Dick Fowler, Phil Tant, Jim Canterberry, Cecil Settle Coy Garret, and Dick Gallo. 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Robert Bird, ARCSE Representative 
Email: rajmbird@aol.com 

Following are some recent deaths. See the In Memoriam section for more details. 

Former NRCS employee Kelly Lynn Hochhalter (51) of Bismarck, North Dakota, passed away December 13th, 2021. During 
her career she worked at University of North Dakota Family Practice Center, NRCS, and CenturyLink. 

James "Jim" Klein (77) of Bismarck, North Dakota, passed away January 10th, 2022. 68, in Scranton, North Dakota. Jim began 
his career in South Dakota as a Civil Engineer with the USDA-Forest Service, transitioned into Range and Soil Management with 
the NRCS, and moved back to North Dakota in 1981. 

Jerome P. Timm (88) of Fargo, North Dakota, passed away August 4th, 2021, in Fargo. He worked for the USDA-SCS in 
Larimore, Grand Forks County, and Valley City in Barnes County, all in North Dakota. 

George F. Waliser (88) Bismarck, ND, passed away February 5th, 2022, at his home in Bismarck. George hired on with USDA-
SCS at Ashley, North Dakota in 1955 as a Field Technician and worked in several field offices and the State Office, retiring in 
1990. He was awarded a plaque in Washburn for planting over two million trees in his career. 

OREGON 
Don Stettler, ARCSE Representative 
Email: don.stettler@comcast.net 

Lamont Robbins’ only brother passed away from COVID-19. Since his brother’s passing, Lamont and Karen have spent 
considerable time in Charlotte, NC assisting his brother’s medically disabled wife with her care and other issues. 

Gary and LaVonne Yeoumans both got the virus, even though they had the shots! They are okay now. LaVonne is busy with 
church as treasurer, and Gary is busy with the Gideons camp program. Their daughter Kathy and her husband recently moved 
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mailto:jhcanter@bellsouth.net
file:///C:/JERRY/ARCSE/ARCSE-newsletter/2022/ARCSE-2022-Mar-April/rajmbird@aol.com
mailto:don.stettler@comcast.net


ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 49, No. 2  March/April 2022 

Page 26 of 36 (email version) 

to Phoenix from Spokane. They are looking forward to visiting them in March, when most assuredly it will be much warmer than 
Baker City. 

Terry Mitchell recently took a trip to Georgia to visit one of her brothers. Her brother had lost his wife just before Christmas. 
Terry was fearful of making the trip then. In addition to her brother, Terry also lost three sisters-in-laws during the past three 
years. However, none were from COVID-19. 

Ed Weber recently moved from Keizer, OR to Meridian, ID so he could be living closer his son Les. Ed is now at an independent 
living facility that furnishes all his meals and health care. 

Garry and Janie Schaefer left Oregon, heading south in mid-January with their fifth wheel travel trailer. They went to Puerto 
Penasco, a small town on the Sea of Cortez where they have a trailer spot at The Reef and are parked right on the beach. There 
they plan to do some SCUBA diving. Following their stay in Puerto Penasco, they plan to head back to Oregon in late February 
exploring Death Valley along the way. 

Bernie Hewes has been enjoying reading books from Tom Brokaw’s The Greatest Generation collection. Of particular interest 
to him was the account of Cal Graham’s Bataan Death March experience. He also mentioned he had read Cal’s Under the 
Samurai Sword. 

One of the family things that Frank Reckendorf did during the pandemic was the research for writing an abstract for presentation 
to the 2021 Geological Society of America meeting in Portland. The subject was Missoula Flood wave erosion of geomorphic 
surfaces in the Willamette Valley, as source material for the Malpass Stratigraphic Unit in the Willamette Valley. As part of the 
research, Frank documented new locations for large glacial erratics near the famous Irish Bend Streambank Cut. He also 
documented a Wooly Mammoth tooth, tusks, and bones near Irish Bend Cut. Frank enjoyed the professional contact as well as 
local contact with several farmers in doing the research. 

Editor’s’ Note: Frank wrote me and said that he is planning to present a technical paper at the SEDHYD conference May 8 through 
12, 2023 in St. Louis, MO. 

Joe Sahlfeld finally got out and had an adventure, the first one in quite a while due to COVID-19. In mid-January Joe drove to 
West Yellowstone, MT with family and friends, with stops along the way in LaGrande, OR; Boise, ID; and Twin Falls, ID. While 
at West Yellowstone they went on a two-day guided snowmobile tour of Yellowstone NP. The first day was to the canyon and 
waterfall area in the northern part of the park. The second day was to Old Faithful and the many smaller geysers, hot pools, and 
steaming mud pots. Joe found it a beautiful and a very different looking place in the winter time. They saw many wild animals 
including bison, trumpeter swans, red fox, coyote, and eagles in the park. Outside the park they saw elk, bighorn sheep, moose, 
antelope in the wild, and captive grizzly bears and wolves. Even though temperatures were in the single digits, Joe found the 
adventure very enjoyable. 

Paul and Judy Cleary enjoyed a seventeen-day cruise to Hawaii in January. They are very happy that they have survived the 
pandemic. 

Beth Zetter has started to begin working on gathering tax information for her H&R Block person. Like most of us, she finds doing 
this exciting and spell-binding. 

Ever since the WNTC Engineering Staff was disbanded in 1995 as part of the reorganization of the SCS to the NRCS, the staff 
has kept in touch with a compilation of annual update letters. This has happened again this year under the leadership of Pat 
Straka. Worthy of mention is a correspondence that follows. 

In Ben Doerge’s 2009 update letter, he wrote, “The biggest addition to my life has been Max. He is the stray dog that my Marine 
son brought home on the day he was leaving for a one-year deployment in Iraq and Kuwait. Over my protests he said, “Dad, you 
need somebody to keep you company while I’m gone.” He was right. Max and I have become inseparable, and I don’t know what 
I’d do without him. We think he is part Black Lab and part Great Dane! At any rate, he is already good sized and still growing. 

In that same year Don Stettler wrote in his update letter, “Near the end of June, Max, an eight-week-old English Springer Spaniel 
became part of our family. I’d forgotten how much work puppies are. Linda was quick to remind me that she has always raised 
our dogs while I was away at work. In any event, Max is an absolute delight.” 

Then, in this year’s update letters, Ben wrote “December – We said goodbye to Max, the last of our three grand-dogs that we 
had adopted from various kids over the years. All dog people among you will understand how hard that was. We still miss Max 
very much.” 

And Don Stettler wrote, “For the past twelve and a half years, my life has revolved around Max, my English Springer Spaniel. 
Max was the first dog I ever had where I didn’t have to go off to school or my job. So, Max has been my shadow, a job he took 
seriously, since I brought him home as an eight-week-old. Just a couple of weeks ago Max began having nose bleeds which was 
diagnosed as coming from a nasal tumor. So, Max had to take the Rainbow Bridge to where good dogs go. Anyone who likes 
dogs would agree that Max is the best dog ever. To say I miss him is an understatement.” 
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Max Doerge 

 
Max Stettler 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Following are excerpts from the PA Bugle, submitted by Tim Murphy, its Editor (vindemurph@verizon.net). 

The PA retirees are looking for a new president with the recent passing of Bill Bowers. The group’s contributions are helping to 
fund a prayer garden at Mary Ann Bowers’ church in Bill’s name. 

The group is planning their annual meeting in Somerset for September 18th and 19th. 

Rich Shockey writes: “On October 5th, 2021 I retired from the Western PA Conservancy/DCNR Bureau of Forestry as a part 
time Environmental Information Specialist. I have been in my position for the past 14 plus years. (I retired from NRCS in 2007.) 
It was the perfect part time job for me. I learned a lot about Threatened and Endangered Plants in PA and work with great young 
staff that were mostly the age of my kids or younger. I just felt it was time to leave. It was very special to have been able to have 
maintained my relationship with the Stroud Water Research Center since I retired from NRCS. My wife, Sue and I have been 
fortunate to travel to many wonderful places with our travel family prior to COVID. We do not have any specific plans for the 
future. Travel, grandkids, golf, hiking, kayaking, spending time at our place in West Virginia, etc. should keep us busy. We are 
thankful for our many Blessings.” 

John and Ann Akers say: “The last several months have been interesting for us. Our daughter Janice and son Mike made 
arrangements for us to pick up an 8-week-old Pug in Waverly, NY north of Williamsport at the end of August. It has been 
challenging to potty train and keep her from chewing the furniture to pieces. She has been going to obedience training and that 
has helped. Janice and her son Archer were able to spend a couple of weeks with us in August. Her husband is in the Navy and 
stationed at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. On November 8th we were traveling through West Virginia to meet my son Jerry near 
Woodstock, VA for my birthday dinner, when a deer crossed the road in front of us and we hit it. It kept going and we were able 
to keep going. The garage estimated about $2,000 worth of damage, but it took another $1,600 to complete the repairs. While 
being repaired, mice took up nesting, so we have to take it back in for a cleaning. Speaking of mice, as I was using my snow 
blower early in January, the drive wheels stopped working. The repair shop said that a large mouse nest had jammed up the 
controls. They have loaned me another snow blower for the next snowstorm. 

For the past two months Ann has had a blood clot in one of her legs, and we have had many doctor visits. She still has swelling 
in her legs. 

We do hope all of you have had good health and we wish you a great year in 2022.” 

Alan and Judy Wood were able to escape to Hawaii with their whole family for Christmas and New Year’s! The first week was 
rainy but the second was great – climbed the Sleeping Giant Mountain on Kauai. 

Don and Shirley Lindsey report: “We are doing well, having managed to avoid COVID for two years. But every time we think 
maybe it will be okay to travel, there is another round to be concerned about. 

We are enjoying our new (well, we have been here two years now) home at Homewood in Hanover. We have met a lot of very 
interesting people, and there are many varied things to do here. We have the option of dozens of activities, a fantastic library, as 
well as a pool and a fitness center. The pool and fitness center make it much easier to stay healthy and remember to do things 
to keep healthy. 

Daughter Julie and her family are close by, and Bruce is not too far away in Carlisle, so we see them often. We have a goal of 
getting to Alaska to visit Scott and his family this year. Blessings to all.” 

Don McCandless writes: “My wife, Shirley, had her aortic heart valve replaced in November and is slowly recovering. Her 
cardiologist had been telling her for about a year she needed to get it replaced. Now I am the one with heart problems. I have 
three blocked arteries and have triple by-pass heart surgery scheduled for January 31st. Had some chest discomfort last Sept-
October, but with Shirley`s tests and procedure did not get it checked out until December. After many tests the doctors decided 
the upcoming surgery is needed. Guess I was lucky last fall when I was still working around the farm and doing some deer 
hunting. Could have overdone it and had a heart attack. Did manage to shoot a nice big doe in rifle season. My neighbor dressed 
it out for me. This makes 76 consecutive years that I have been hunting deer. Shirley thinks I am obsessed with deer hunting. I 
say ‘addicted.’” 
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Amanda Hasemeier says: “Reflecting on a quiet Christmas, still experiencing COVID isolation, I’m writing about our Christmas 
2021 celebration. Decided not to interact too much with the family for the second year in a row after my teacher daughter and 
family came down with COVID around Thanksgiving, and the younger daughter’s family went to Albany, NY to celebrate with in-
laws. I have a brother living in Indianapolis, IN and they weren’t going to be with their offspring either, so Robert and I picked a 
sunny day to travel 535 miles or so.  My mother’s people came from north central Indiana, so I have roots in that state. My 
brother, Bill and his wife Peggy are looking for a retirement location, so they won’t be staying there much longer, giving us a 
good opportunity to visit. 

We cooked and ate very well while there. Drank a little wine to celebrate. Bill likes dark Spanish wines, so we had a nice selection 
to go with our meals. Bill had told me that he was hungry for empanadas, so I brought the recipe(s) and on one of the rainy days, 
what could be better than being in the kitchen? My family grew up in Latin America and empanadas were a staple. Over the 
years, I’ve tweaked a recipe that reminded me of what we ate as a kid. We had an efficient team. 

  
Left to right, Bill, Peggy and Amanda making the empanadas. The filling had already been prepared. Baked empanadas on the right 
– meat and chicken filled ‘pies.’” 

 

Tax tip: Even if you don’t itemize deductions, you can still claim a $300 (single) or $600 (married filing jointly) charitable deduction 
on your 2021 Federal tax return. 

This June will mark the 50th anniversary of the Tropical Storm Agnes flood. Think about where you were and what you were 
doing during and after the flood. 

Don McCandless recalls: “In 1972 we built a one-acre pond on our farm. Ed Helmey was the State Conservation Engineer at 
that time. The Area Engineer was John Jaquish. Since John and I were friends, he forwarded the design to Ed to approve. Ed 
wanted to specify rock riprap around the entire shoreline to prevent erosion. It would have cost more for the rock riprap than the 
cost of the embankment. I told them I would rip-rap the pond but not to make it a requirement. 

Well, I would like to report to Ed that after fifty years the pond shoreline is half riprap, and if I live long enough it will be completed. 
Using field stone hauled off crop fields and fence rows, it is a slow process. Also, the emergency spillway has only been used 
once, in 1985, and that was when we received two 100-year six-inch rainfalls back-to-back. The farm pond, built for livestock 
water, has also been used by the local volunteer fire company and as a community fishing pond. No one has been refused 
fishing, and some families have had three generations fish here.” 

Ed Brzostek shares his story of how a conservation dream became a reality:  

“When I was a DC in Norristown, Montgomery County in the 1980s, one of the conservation board members thought our district 
should rent out a no-till corn planter to encourage farmers to try no-till. We met with the local John Deere Dealer and the district 
signed a contract to rent out a new no-till corn planter to farmers. I suggested several things that could be done. 
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The county commissioners approved a new 4-wheel drive pickup for the district, a no-till technician position and full-time secretary 
for my office. With the addition of a no-till technician and increased no-till demand, the District added two more 4-row planters 
and a six-row no-till planter along with two no-till drills. 

The county farmers were also able to buy the rental planters and drills at a very reduced price to carry out their own no-till. The 
county sponsored free yearly no-till workshops with lunch provided to further entice and educate farmers on proper no-till 
management and its benefit to the environment. 

This was the most amazing conservation effort in my entire career. 

TEXAS NORTH 
Arnold King, ARCSE Representative 
Email: arnolddking@hotmail.com 

The Texas retirees are planning to meet on April 8th and 9th for their 26th annual reunion in New Braunfels in the Texas hill 
country. Marion Porter was in charge of the silent auction project during those many years and probably raised more than 
$50,000 for college students and others who qualified for scholarships from those funds. Marion and his wife both passed away 
during this past year, and the decision was made to terminate that project. We still have strong support for the reunion from our 
older members, but we continue to have problems ginning up interest from new retirees. 

Our local group, mainly from Ft. Worth, are now discussing plans to resume monthly luncheons, even though the list of 
participants is getting shorter as the years go by. 

Willeene and I returned from a Caribbean cruise in mid-February and are finalizing plans for a transatlantic cruise leaving out of 
London on November 5th. We are excited about the visit to London and the cruise, but of course, concerned about potential 
effects of the pandemic. 

Jim and Jeri Rickman recently traveled to Peru and the Galapagos islands.  They took their kids and grandkids and had a good 
time, but the virus caused some problems. While preparing for the trip home, Jim had a positive covid test and had to spend five 
additional days in Peru until he tested negative. In spite of those problems, they have another trip planned for Scandinavia 
including Finland. Before long the Rickman’s will be able to write their version of Hank Snow’s “I’ve been everywhere man.” 

 
Arnold and Wileene King just off their cruise ship. 

WASHINGTON 
Ken Kaul, ARCSE Representative 
Email: kenkaul@msn.com 

Daily COVID infections in the Spokane area were between 1,500 and 1,800 the first part of February. The number of cases per 
day is now in the 300 to 400 range. As a result, we have not been meeting for lunch. Several members of the group have been 
infected by the virus. It is our hope that we can resume getting together for lunch on Monday March 7th, at the Golden Corral at 
noon. 

Snowpack in the mountains is 80% to 90% of normal. We will need for that number to climb to above 100% to begin to recharge 
the ground water and reservoirs. 

Stefan Fechter Report – We’re still in Arizona. Enjoying the warmer winter and looking at temperatures moving into the 70s and 
low 80s. I’ve done a lot of lawn bowling this season and placed 3rd in Singles and Doubles so far. 

Carl Vennes Report – Cribbage is a popular card game in Spokane. Carl is the director of local Club 69 that meets every 
Wednesday. Nationally, Spokane is well-represented. Carl won third place in the American Cribbage Congress Grand National 
Tournament in Sacramento, California this fall. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Peg Reese, ARCSE Representative 

mailto:arnolddking@hotmail.com
mailto:kenkaul@msn.com


ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 49, No. 2  March/April 2022 

Page 30 of 36 (email version) 

Email: pegreesewv@gmail.com 

In 1974, Larry and Laura Sturm purchased a small farm near Ripley, WV. Using the farm as their base, the Sturms grew deep 
roots into their Jackson County community: Larry as District Conservationist for the Ripley SCS/NRCS office and Laura as a 
teacher who enriched the lives of her students with special needs. 

Larry soon became one of the people charged with training soil conservationists. Most of the 40-odd people assigned to his 
office accepted the offer to stay with the Sturms until they were able to find homes in the area. The Sturms also generously 
shared their home and farm with a family of Vietnamese “boat people,” refugees who fled Vietnam by boat and ship following 
the end of the Vietnam War. Currently, only Larry, Laura, Larry’s 96-year old mother, and abundant wildlife live on the farm. 

Larry and Laura found their fifty acres to be the “perfect place” to live their life and raise their three children. Although most of 
what Larry grew on the farm didn’t “make a nickel,” the farm gave them a bountiful harvest in non-monetary ways. For example, 
a calf named “Hamburger” taught the Sturm kids responsibility and the source of their food. Their one profitable crop was growing 
Christmas trees. Those trees helped pay college tuition fees for their offspring. 

Today their children have successful lives with children of their own. Shelly is a teacher like her mother. Kelly gave up teaching 
Spanish to work with her husband in their software company. Brent, the oldest, works for the Veterans Administration in 
Huntington as a recreation specialist. Brent has taken his Veterans to competitions all over the United States, including the 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs. Larry says that Brent has “never worked a day in his life,” as Brent is paid to play. 

When Larry retired, he volunteered for the local Habitat for Humanity Chapter, where he quickly was offered and accepted a 
leadership role. After ten years, he resigned as he was concerned about bringing the Corona virus home to his mother. Last 
year, Laura eased into retirement by officially retiring from her teaching job and immediately began substitute teaching. A few 
months ago, she retired from teaching and is now a farmhand. Laura misses her students. 

In retirement, the farm continues to enrich their lives. This year, Larry gave his usual 25-ft. Christmas tree to the city of Ripley 
for their town square; but had to purchase their first tree in decades, because they had no appropriately-sized tree for their home. 
Larry and Lora keep busy mowing, cutting wood, and pruning and tending their grape vines and fruit trees. They are looking 
forward to their annual trip to the beach in North Carolina this summer with the entire clan. Until then, one constant feature of 
their life, the farm, is there to enhance their lives. 

Michael J. Marks, 55, of Milton passed away Wednesday, September 19, 2007 at Hospice House of Huntington due to colon 
cancer. Read more about his life in the “In Memoriam” section of this newsletter.
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SENIOR CONSERVATIONISTS 
Prepared by Marc Safley, Senior Conservationist Chronicler 

Senior Conservationists have reached the minimum age of 83 years and have completed the Senior Conservationist Questionnaire (download at 
https://arcsecommunications.wordpress.com/senior-conservationists/). See IN-MEMORIAM for the Senior Conservationists who have left us since the last 
Newsletter. Please help us identify retirees who should be named Senior Conservationists. Please provide their contact information to your ARCSE 
Representative or Regional Vice-President. 

SENIOR CONSERVATIONIST CHRONICLE 
Senior Conservationist 

Paul H. Calverley 

Senior Conservationist Paul H. Calverley was born August 27, 1938, in the Los Angeles, California, area near the San 
Gabriel Mountains. His family owned a lemon grove there. Paul graduated from Camarillo High School and attended the 
University of California at Davis.  During his college years he had summer employment with the Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. Forest Service. Paul married Harriet in 1960. He graduated in 1961 with a B.S. degree in 
Range Management. 

Paul’s first job with SCS was in Canyon City, OR, as range conservationist. He was promoted in grade while there.  His 
next position was as District Conservationist (DC) at Baker, OR. Following Baker, Paul was transferred to Fossil, OR, as 
a GS-11 DC. From Fossil he went to Le Grand, OR, as DC. Paul was promoted to Area Conservationist (AC) at Grants 
Pass, OR, then to Albany, OR, as AC.  Paul then was promoted to Assistant State Conservationist for Operations at 
Reno, NV.  From Reno Paul moved to Davis, CA, as Deputy State Conservationist.  Paul was later promoted to State 
Conservationist for Idaho.  Paul was selected to participate in the Legislative Fellowship Program. He was assigned to 
the office of then Oklahoma U.S. Senator David Boren. Paul completed his 34-year conservation career in 1994. 

Paul and Harriet remained in Boise following his retirement. They have a row-crop farm in Idaho and a timber/pasture 
operation in Oregon. Paul has been a Supervisor on the Ada County (ID) Soil and Water Conservation District Board for 
many years. He served as its chairperson for eight years. Paul is proud of the Ada District’s accomplishments. There is 
an active urban conservation program as well as a range and cropland program component. The District has an active 
pollinator program, too. 

Paul and Harriet have two sons and five granddaughters. They are active in their church and enjoy spending time in 
their wooded acreage in Oregon. Paul said that he feels truly blessed. He observed that he has noticed that when things 
in life aren’t going well it has been important for him to look beyond the difficulty – to have faith. 

 
 
 
 

 
ARCSE.org 
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OBITUARY INFORMATION 
Paul Benedict, Membership Chair 

When you receive word of someone passing, with little other information provided to you, 
obituaries can often be found by doing an advanced search using Google, using the full name of 
the deceased. If you do not have access to the web, Paul Benedict will be glad to do the search. 
PLEASE SEND DEATH NOTICES AND OBITUARY INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO PAUL AT soilwarden@verizon.net. 
Always include the position or the spouse’s position with SCS/NRCS. 

 

Surname Year In-Memoriam (Note: These are recent notices. For a complete list, please see www.arcse.org) 

Allman 2021 Honorary ARCSE Member Dwight E. Allman (93) of Johnson City, Tennessee, passed away December 1, 2021, at his 
residence. He was born in Mowrystown, Ohio to the late Ralph Allman and Anna Lea Emery Allman. Dwight served in 
the United States Army. He was a graduate of Ohio State University. Dwight worked for the USDA-SCS, retiring as a District 
Conservationist in 1983. Dwight was a member of Grandview Christian Church. He enjoyed gardening, visiting with friends 
and family and fixing things especially at his church. Those left to cherish his memory include his wife, Shirley Allman, of 
the home; two sons, Richard Allman (Cindy) of Scottsburg, Indiana, and Roger Allman (Jane), of Johnson City, 
Tennessee; four grandchildren, Anna Ellis (Phillip), John Allman (Laura), William Allman (Kaitlyn) and Charlotte 
Allman; and six great grandchildren. A funeral service was held December 3, 2021, at Grandview Christian Church with 
Senior Minister, Aaron Wymer officiating, followed by a graveside service with military honors in the Mountain Home 
National Cemetery, Mountain Home, Tennessee. 

Blue 2022 Herbert (Herbie) Leon Blue (81) of Grantsboro, North Carolina, passed away on January 29, 2022. Herbie was born in 
Aberdeen, North Carolina on February 21, 1940. He graduated from Aberdeen High School in Moore County. Herbie was 
in the United States Army 82nd Airborne Division stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina from 1960 to 1963 and member 
of the Pamlico County Honor Guard which participated in the Christmas parades and Croaker Festival for several years. 
He married Myra Harrington Blue March 2, 1984. Herbie worked as a technician with the USDA-SCS, a Hydrological 
Technician with the United States Geological Survey, and with the North Carolina Division of Water Quality. He loved music 
and was an accomplished drummer in a variety of music genres, blues and jazz being his favorite. He has played with 
many bands. Herbie loved the outdoors, swimming, scuba diving, fishing, boating and was a smooth dancer. Herbie is 
survived by his wife, Myra, his daughter, Kimberly (Robert) Taylor, son, Gary (Melissa ) Blue; grandchildren Jacob 
Mockler, Leah Raven Blue and Valerie Nicole Blue and great granddaughter Adilynn Blue Rouse. 

Bookout 2022 Julia G. Bookout (92) of Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, passed away on January 18, 2022, in Lawrenceburg. Julia was born 
on December 1, 1929, in Laredo, Texas to Ernesto Gutierrez, Sr. and Maximiana Castillo. She was affectionately called 
Juju by the family and friends who loved her. She was a graduate from Oklahoma State University and avid football fan of 
the Oklahoma State Cowboys. Julia worked for the USDA-SCS starting in approximately 1974 as a procurement clerk in 
Administrative Services at the Oklahoma State Office. She then worked as Voucher Examiner in Financial Management for 
several years. She transferred to Human Resources and worked as a Personnel Management Specialist until her retirement 
in the mid 1990’s. Julia had a strong faith and love for the Lord. She also fiercely loved family and her cat! The neighborhood 
birds and flowers in her pot garden were also well cared for and tended with vigilance. Julia enjoyed much of her life in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, Denton, Texas, Stillwater Oklahoma, and Colorado Springs, Colorado before moving to 
Lawrenceburg. Survivors include her son, Jonathan A. Bookout; daughter, Maria J. Olson (Terry); granddaughter, Jamie 
L Abell (Jeremy); great grandson, Kai Abell. 

Chapman 2022 Christel Chapman (89) of Lincoln, Nebraska, passed away January 20, 2022. She was born March 6, 1932, in Cedar 
Bluffs Nebraska, the daughter of Andrew and Emma Mommsen. She married Ken Chapman on September 11,1954. 
She worked as an administrative assistant with the USDA-SCS. Chris had a passion for volunteering countless hours for 
her church, Nebraska Kidney Foundation and Tabitha. She and Ken were lifelong Husker fans and enjoyed watching their 
grandchildren compete in their athletic contests. Her and Ken were avid travelers and especially enjoyed their many trips 
to New Zealand. She is survived by her children Dan (Diane) of Lincoln. Deb (Tom) Nickolite of Bellwood, Nebraska, 
Steve (Pani) of Wellington New Zealand, and Karen of Lincoln; 20 grandchildren Brian, Amy, Sara, Katie, Craig, Edwin, 
Jerome, Rosemarie, Victoria, Leone, Bernard, Christel, Kenneth, Madeleine, Temara, Josh, Michaela, Karissa, 
Logan, Luke; and 24 great-grandchildren. 

Craggs 2022 Charles J. “Jeff” Craggs (72) of Kuttawa, Kentucky, passed away February 15, 2022 at his home. Jeff worked for the 
USDA-NRCS as an Engineer, retiring in 2005. 

Davis 2022 John Ward Davis (85) of Thayer, Kansas, passed away January 18, 2022, at Heritage Health Care, Chanute, Kansas. 
John was born March 14, 1936, in Sedan, Kansas, the son of Floyd W. Davis and Elsie (Brown) Davis. After high school 
graduation he enlisted in the United States Air Force and served 4 years with an honorable discharge. John returned to 
Independence, Kansas to attend college and met Lois McFarland. They were married on July 3, 1960, in Thayer, Kansas. 
They were married 62 years. He graduated from Kansas State University. John worked for the USDA SCS. He worked in 
the field in Southeast Kansas early in his career and retired as a contracting specialist in the Colorado State Office. After 
retirement he worked for a Geotechnical firm in Denver, CO. They moved to Thayer where he served as Treasurer of the 
City of Thayer and several years as Sexton of Thayer Cemetery District. He was a member of Thayer Christian Church. 
Survivors include his wife Lois, and son John Mark (April) Davis, of Flint, Texas. He was preceded in death by his 
daughter, Patricia. 

Ensor 2022 Gail Thomson Ensor (71) of Manchester, Maryland, passed away peacefully on February 9, 2022. She was born May 4th, 
1950, in Baltimore, Maryland to Stewart and Georgia Thomson. She married her longtime friend and love, Robert Ensor, 
on August 15, 1971. Robert is an ARCSE Life Member. Gail graduated with her bachelor’s degree from Towson University 
and later earned her master’s from Loyola University. For many years, Gail worked as a speech pathologist at the 
Benedictine School in Ridgely, Maryland, helping students with special needs. Gail had an incredible list of expertise from 
helping run her parent’s movie theater and bowling alley, working as a dental hygienist, running the family farmette, teaching 
Sunday school and directing the church choir. Gail loved singing and dancing, walking with her pup, putting on puppet 
shows, planting flowers, birdwatching, playing with her grandchildren, watching Hallmark movies, and of course, eating ice 
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cream. She attended several Bible studies over the years as a testimony to her strong Christian faith. In addition to her 
husband Robert, Gail is survived by her four children, Keith (Cherae) Ensor, Kate (Nick) Bousquet, Luke (Amanda) 
Ensor, and Daniel (Jamie) Ensor; and 11 grandchildren, Micah, Elijah, Tobi, Adon, Abigael, Soren, Cyrus, Riley, 
Reese, Avery and Maya. 

Esser 2022 ARCSE Member Anthony "Tony" Esser (76) of Owego, New York, passed away on February 17, 2022.  After graduating 
from The University of Rhode Island and graduate work at Rutgers University, Tony spent some time with the New Jersey 
Pinelands Commission and had a long career the USDA-Soil Conservation Service/Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. He worked at many locations in New Jersey, New York and at National Headquarters in Washington, DC.  He was 
an active advocate for water quality. Tony was a quiet volunteer by helping residents prepare their taxes as an AARP Tax 
Aide, performed work needed at A New Hope Center and the Salvation Army after the flood caused by Tropical Storm Lee, 
and continued to be a Handy Man for A New Hope Center until his illness prevented him from helping others.  For many 
years he grew his hair long for "Locks for Love" to help have wigs made for children who suffered hair loss due to cancer.  
While working in DC, he was also a volunteer for The National Park Service at Presidents Park (The White House). He 
spent many years joining a group of friends making winter hats, mittens, and scarves for those in need.  Tony will be 
remembered by many including those who did not know his name but new his kindness. Tony was part of a Hot air balloon 
team, assisting with Set up, Launch Chase and retrieval.  He was also very active in the local Ballroom Dance clubs. Tony 
is survived by his loving wife of 34 years, Kathleen, his brother, Albert and his precious nephews and nieces. His final act 
of generosity is donating his body to medical school so students can learn and help others. Donations may be made to A 
New Hope Center in Owego, NY. Mercy House in Endicott or your favorite charity in Memory of Tony Esser. 

Flattery 2021 Robert “Bob” Wendell Flattery (95) of Leon, Kansas, passed away December 20, 2021. Bob was born on April 3, 1926, 
in Wichita, Kansas to James and Rose (Houser) Flattery. Bob worked hard on his family’s farm during his childhood, 
especially spending time herding the cows to the Johnnie Mack Bridge. He began working for Boeing, installing fuel cells 
in the wings of B52 Bombers. Bob then went on to serve his country very proudly during World War II in the Army Air Corps. 
He completed his basic training in North Carolina and served in France during the war. He was awarded the World War II 
Victory Ribbon and the Army Occupational Medal. In 1947 he met and married the love of his life, Dorothy Sphar. He 
spent a few years working at Coleman and then Beechcraft and then went on to become a surveyor for the USDA-SCS. 
He retired in 1991 as a Construction Inspector in the Strong City Watershed Project Office. When he wasn’t working, 
defending his country, or spending time with his family, Bob enjoyed gardening and really loved to work on vehicles. Bob 
is survived by his wife, Dorothy Flattery; children, Carey (Vincent) McClellan and LuAnne (Mark) Lucas; grandchildren, 
Candace (Zeb) LaClef, Christopher McClellan, Adam Orr, Tobi Delaney, Jett Lucas and Jayde Lucas. 

Gould 2022 Thomas D. Gould (70) of Sioux City, Iowa passed away January 31, 2022, at his home, surrounded by his family. Tom 
was a retiree of the USDA-NRCS. He was a District Conservationist in Sioux City and later served as a Grassland Specialist 
for northwest Iowa. A celebration of life was held February 12, 2022, at Saint James United Methodist Church, 2032 South 
Cypress Street, Sioux City Iowa 51106. 

Hayward 2022 Mary Alice Hayward (71) of Carmichael, California, passed away January 22, 2022. Mary Alice was the wife of Jon 
Hayward, who worked for the USDA-NRCS in California and at the Information Technology Center in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
as an Information Technology Specialist. 

Heard 2022 Louie Peaster "Pete" Heard (89) of Brandon, Mississippi, passed away January 13, 2022. Pete was born on September 
7, 1932, in Thornton, Mississippi, to Thomas Wesley Heard, Jr. and Mary Azlene Mullen Heard. Mr. Heard graduated 
from Tchula High School in 1951, and he served three years in the United States Army. Following his military service, he 
graduated from Louisiana State University with a Bachelor of Forestry degree, and a Master's Degree in Wildlife Game 
Management. Having grown up "on the land," Mr. Heard developed a passion for conservation of natural resources at a 
very young age. He was an avid hunter and fisherman. He worked for the Mississippi State Game and Fish Department 
from 1961 to 1966. He also had a 45-year distinguished career with the USDA-NRCS, during which time he served 8 years 
as State Conservationist in Mississippi, and later as the founding director of the Agricultural Wildlife and Conservation 
Center. Pete was predeceased by first wife of 38 years, Nan Brantley Heard. He is survived by his wife of 29 years, Myrna 
Heard, daughter Carla Cassandra (Frank) of Lake Worth, Florida, and son Rev. Jerrard Heard of Los Angeles, California; 
stepchildren Cindy Graves (Bobby), of Starkville, Mississippi, Matt Greene (Heather) of Heber Springs, Arkansas, Emily 
Norris (Justin), of Dexter, Missouri, Lisa Niebrugge (Harold), of Troy, Illinois; 10 grandchildren, and one great-grandson. 

Hochhalter 2021 Former NRCS employee Kelly Lynn Hochhalter (51)) of Bismarck, North Dakota, passed away December 13, 2021. She 
was born January 1, 1970, in Bismarck to Robert "Bob" Couch and Roxi Couch Polzin. Kelly was a graduate of the 
University of Mary in Bismarck. During her career she worked at University of North Dakota Family Practice Center, NRCS, 
and CenturyLink. She is survived by her son, Tylan "Ty" Hochhalter, of Fargo, North Dakota; her father, Robert "Bob" 
(Sharon Nastrom) Couch; her-and a special friend, Dave Delzer, of Bismarck. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Michael "Mike" Hochhalter; mother, Roxi Couch Polzin; and stepfather, David Polzin. 

Johnson 2022 David Earl Johnson (87) of Beaverton, Oregon passed away on February 23, 2022. David was born March 22, 1934, in 
Santa Rosa, California. David worked for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service, retiring in 1994. He was an engineer and 
at his retirement was serving as the program manager for the Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Staff at the West 
National Technology Support Center in Portland, Oregon. After retirement he served as the Oregon ARCSE Representative 
for several years. Survivors include his wife, Joan. 

Kash 2022 Edgar Taylor “E.T.” Kash III (89) of Lexington, Kentucky, passed away February 23, 2022. E.T. was born March 6, 1932, 
in Helechawa, Kentucky to Nora Miller and Edgar Taylor “E.T.” Kash Jr. of Hazel Green, Kentucky and he was the 
blessed husband of Deloris Byrd Kash. He was 1954 graduate of University of Kentucky with a Bachelor of Science in 
agriculture and again in 1958 with a Master of Science in agriculture. He served in the United States Army four years as a 
medic and was deployed to Germany during the Korean Conflict. He spent his life working in agriculture for the USDA-SCS. 
He retired in 1991 while serving as the District Conservationist in Lee County Kentucky. He served one term as the Judge 
Executive in Lee County. He was an active member for 22 years of the Central Christian Church of Lexington, the Masonic 
Lodge of Hazel Green, the Kiwanis Club, Lions Club and the UK 101 club serving his cherished UK basketball teams. He 
also worked on the family-owned farm with his father and son David. He was preceded in death by his daughter Lois Kay 
Kash. He leaves behind a cherished wife of 68 years Deloris Byrd Kash, one daughter Kim Kash Brewer (Greg); one 
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son David Kash (Lori Newton); four grandchildren Mackenzie Brewer Wright, Clinton Kash Brewer, James Taylor Kash 
and Hannah Jane Kash; and two great grandsons. 

Kennedy 2022 Lois Irene Kennedy (94) of Pratt, Kansas, passed away January 4, 2022. Lois was the spouse of Alvin Merle Kennedy, 
who preceded her in death in 2014. Alvin retired in 1993 as a Civil Engineering Technician in the Hutchinson Area Office. 
She was a member of First United Methodist Church, Pratt and the Glendale Mothers Club. She enjoyed working in her 
flower garden, sewing and needlework. She is survived by son, Steve (Paulette) Kennedy of Madison, Mississippi, 
daughters, Rhonda (Ron) Richardson of Wichita, Kansas, Brenda (Don) Pilger of Wichita, Kansas, Nancy (Jay) Bailey 
of Pratt, Kansas and Julie (Ron) Volske of Salina, Kansas; 14 grandchildren 22 great grandchildren and 8 great great 
grandchildren. 

Klein 2022 James "Jim" Klein (77) of Bismarck, North Dakota, passed away January 10, 2022. Jim was born on March 5, 1944, to 
parents John and Luella (Johnson) Klein. He received his education at North Dakota State College of Science, Lake 
Region, and Dickinson State University. Jim met the love of his life, Diane Settelmeyer, while they were both attending 
Lake Region College and they married on March 16, 1968, in Scranton, North Dakota. Jim began his career in South Dakota 
as a Civil Engineer with the USDA-Forest Service and then transitioned into Range and Soil Management with the NRCS. 
He moved back to North Dakota in 1981 and Jim served in the North Dakota towns of New England, Amidon, Mott, and 
Hettinger field offices retiring in 2006. Jim is survived by his wife Diane of nearly 54 years; his children, Sarah Doe (Jody), 
Valerie Kunze (Mark), Lavae Williams (Tucker), Michael Klein (Kelsey), and Erik Klein (Hope); and 15 grandchildren. 

Marks 2007 NRCS employee Michael J. Marks (55) of Milton, West Virginia passed away September 19, 2007, at Hospice House of 
Huntington due to colon cancer. Michael was born February 18, 1952, in Elyria, Ohio, a son of Geraldine R. Marks and 
Ralph J. Marks of Gassaway, West Virginia. He was a graduate of West Virginia University with a degree in soil 
science/agronomy. He was employed by the USDA-NRCS for 33 years, the last 27 as District Conservation for Cabell and 
Wayne Counties. He was a member of Church in the Valley where he served as deacon and sound technician. He is 
survived by his wife, Shelia J. Marks, and son, Matthew J. Marks of Milton. His funeral service was conducted September 
22, 2007, at The Church In the Valley with Dr. Stan Maynard officiating. Burial followed in Forest Memorial Park, Milton. 

Petrie 2021 Retha Loree Petrie (94) of Oakley, Kansas, passed away on December 16, 2021, at the Citizen's Medical Center, in Colby, 
Kansas. Retha married Neal Petrie on November 12, 1949, in Kansas City, Kansas and had two children, Janis and Gary. 
Neal was a Soil Conservation Technician in the Oakley Field Office for the USDA-SCS, retiring in 1984. He passed away 
in 2016. Retha was a kind and loving mother who was the heart of her small family. She was intent to leave a legacy of her 
life in the gifts to her family. These gifts were the love expressed in planting trees, creating quilts, crafting toys and furniture 
for children and grandchildren and so many other acts of kindness. 

Pringle 2021 ARCSE Member Russell Franklin Pringle (78) of Olympia, Washington, passed away peacefully in his sleep September 
16, 2021, at his residence. Russell was born February 9, 1943, in New York, New York, to Samuel Edward Pringle and 
Helen Bernice Maine. Russell attended Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, in California, where he earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in agronomy. It is at this time he met his wife, Roberta Ruth Butler, to whom he has been married for 54 years. 
Upon graduation, Russell accepted a job with the USDA-SCS working as a soil scientist in Renton, Washington prior to his 
transfer to Chehalis, Washington. During his career, Russell transferred to many places, as far north as the Arctic Circle 
and as far south as the wetlands of the Southern United States. Russell was passionate and professional in his service of 
over 40 years to a career he loved very much. He served as an educator, a mentor, and most importantly a friend. In 
addition to an accomplished career, Russell played an active role in bettering his community, a community he held dear to 
his heart. Russel volunteered, served, and led 50-plus years with the Centralia-Chehalis Elks Lodge where he served as 
exalted ruler three times, 40-plus years with the Lions Club and 15 years with the Sons of the American Revolution. Upon 
retirement, Russell turned a passionate hobby in genealogy into a business, known as Dirtman Genealogy. He had a 
fondness for connecting people with family members and family history previously unknown to them. It was with great 
pleasure he made new friends, found new family members of his own, and assisted many of his family members who were 
involved in their own genealogy quest. Russell is survived by his wife Roberta Ruth Pringle; children Robert Edward 
Pringle and Melissa Kimberly Pringle; grandchildren Kyle, Nichole, Victoria, Austin, and Kayleigh; and great-
grandchildren Elaina, Rylee, and Killian. 

Pywell 2022 Roy Donald Pywell (81) passed away on January 2, 2022, in McPherson, Kansas. He was born in Palco, Kansas on April 
30, 1940, the son of Cecil and Alice Fern Pywell. Roy grew up on the family farm near Palco. He graduated from Fort 
Hays State University. He married his wife Evelyn Corwin on August 11, 1963. He worked for the USDA-SCS for many 
years. He retired in 1996 as a District Conservationist in the Sublette Field Office. After retirement he worked for Coop in 
Satanta and Sublette, Kansas. Roy loved his family. Anyone who knew him discovered how proud he was of his children 
and grandchildren within the first few conversations. Roy’s smile and wonderful personality blessed everyone who was 
around him. Roy committed his life to loving the Lord and serving as a prayer warrior for many. He is survived by sons Mark 
(Sally) of Burdett, Kansas; Brad (Mary) of Lindsborg, Kansas; daughter Joy (Darre) Edghill of Murfreesboro Tennessee; 
grandsons, Lane Pywell, Chase and Corbin Pywell, Malachi and Syre Edghill. He is preceded in death by his wife 
Evelyn. A Graveside Service was held on January 15, 2022, at the Pleasant View Cemetery in Palco. 

Sherrill 2022 Michael Lee “Mick” Sherrill (72) of Statesville, North Carolina, passed away, February 7, 2022, at his residence. Mick 
was born September 1, 1949 in Iredell County, North Carolina, and was the son of the late RP (Roy) Sherrill and Alice 
Faye Grant Sherrill. He graduated from North Carolina State University in 1972 with a Bachelor of Science in Agronomy. 
He worked for the USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) for 34 years. He was the Regional Resource Soil 
Scientist for 29 western counties of North Carolina. He retired from NRCS in 2004.He was married for 48 years to Susan 
Pharr Sherrill, who survives. Together they are members of Elk Shoals Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
Alexander County. Prior to moving to Iredell County, in 2006, Mick was a member of First Presbyterian Church of Sylva, 
NC. There he was an elder of the church and taught Adult Sunday School for 13 years. In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by one son, Christopher Sherrill and wife, Sheila; one grandson, Andrew Sherrill, of Clover, South Carolina. 

Shields 2021 Leo Shields (100) of Lincoln, Nebraska passed away on December 21, 2021. Leo was born September 5, 2021, in Ontario, 
Wisconsin. He was a member of the “greatest generation” as a B-52 pilot in the Army Air Force during World War II. Leo 
received Bachelor and Master’s degrees from the University of Wisconsin, joining the USDA-SCS where he worked as a 
soil scientist until retirement. He was a fisherman, camper, avid birdwatcher, and books on tape devotee. Leo enjoyed 60 
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years of marriage to Edna, his late wife, and was a devoted father to his surviving children Jody, Kelly, Kevin, Lori, and 
grandson Morgan Shields. Leo will be missed by neighbors, longtime friends, and the loving folks of James House at 
Tabitha in Lincoln. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Edna Shields Natural Play Area for Children at Pioneers 
Park Nature Center lnknaturecenter.org 

Snook 2022 Ernest Carl “E.C.” Snook (88) of Kimberling City, Missouri, passed away January 16, 2022, at his home surrounded by 
his two daughters and wife. Ernest was born in Ford, Kansas on March 12, 1933, to Arnold and Margaret Snook. He 
married the love of his life, Jean Horchem on August 17, 1955, and they were married for over 66 years. Earnest attended 
Kansas State college at Fort Hays, Kansas. He earned his master’s degree in May 1956. Upon graduating college, he got 
a job with the USDA-SCS as a soil conservationist in Oklahoma. He retired in 1987 as the State Range Conservationist in 
Oklahoma. In retirement, Earnest loved fishing at Table Rock Lake off his pontoon boat, but his perfect fishing place was 
at Roaring River. He always managed to know exactly where all the big fish were and caught them. When living in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, Earnest became a big fan of Oklahoma State University Cowboys and purchased season tickets to all the home 
games for football, basketball, and wrestling games. The day before his passing, Ernest enjoyed watching the Cowboy’s 
game on January 15 where the Cowboys defeated the number 1 ranked Baylor University basketball team. He is survived 
by wife, Jean, children, Sherry Beck, Terry Williams of the home, and son Barry Snook (Nancy) of Caldwell, Ohio. He 
is also survived by eight grandchildren and eight great grandchildren, adding a ninth in June 2022. 

Splett 2022 Senior Conservationist Leonard Ludwig Splett (95) of Barron, Wisconsin, passed away February 14, 2022. He was born 
on February 7, 1927, to Emil and Bertha (Schenk) Splett, dairy farmers, in Barron County, Wisconsin. He graduated from 
Turtle Lake High School in 1945 and then served in the United States Navy. He attended Wisconsin State University at 
River Falls and carried mail on the rural township roads in Barron County. Leonard married Elsie Miller on April 17, 1949. 
They were a life-long farming family, while Leonard also worked for the USDA-SCS (SCS) as a soil conservation technician. 
The farmscape of Barron County was his canvas, and employed with the SCS for over 30 years, he painted it footstep by 
footstep, laying out contours, contour strips, waterways, terraces, and ponds. His land stewardship ethic remains etched 
across the county. Leonard served on the Barron school board, technical college board, Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board, 
Wisconsin Master Farmers, the FFA Foundation, and more. He often touched the keys of the piano on Sunday morning 
before church, attending many years at Zion Lutheran in Turtle Lake and then Salem Lutheran in Barron. He eldered, 
guided church renovations and maintenance, and celebrated his 90th birthday in the fellowship hall. Leonard is survived by 
his children, David (Barbara), Nate (Becky), Rachel (Bruce) Stafne, and Kevin (Kathy); grandchildren, Matthew (Joni) 
Splett, Brianne (Logan) Anderson, Kaela (Jake) Sacquitne, Brice (Alyssa) Stafne, Molly (Matt) Jaschen and Kelton 
(Andrea Hatch) Splett; great-grandchildren, Amelia, Mallory, Clayton Anderson, Grayden and Audrey and Caleb. He 
was preceded in death by his wife Elsie who passed away last year. 

Talbot 2022 ARCSE Life Member James Rex Talbot (83) of St. Leonard, Maryland, passed away peacefully at home on February 12, 
2022, after a short battle with cancer. Jim was born July 15, 1938, in Paragonah, Utah to Orson and Annie Talbot. He 
was a civil engineer specializing in earth dam design. Jim worked for the USDA-SCS/NRCS for 35 years and then continued 
in consulting services through 2021. Jim's contributions to earth dam design are world renowned. He is credited with the 
development of several design features that have improved dam safety. He was awarded the prestigious Norman Medal 
by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) in 1985, the highest honor granted by ASCE for a technical paper that 
makes a definitive contribution to engineering science. Jim was an avid sailor and loved spending time on the Chesapeake 
Bay with family and friends on his boat Legacy. He was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
where he served the Church his whole life through various leadership callings, most recently as a patriarch and as a sealer 
in the Washington, D.C. Temple. He is survived by his cherished wife of 60 years Sandra Goodrich Talbot. Other survivors 
include children Craig (Cynthia) of Leesburg, Virginia; Chad (Talli) of Peoria, Arizona; Cary (Angela) of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi; Christopher (Rebecca) of Nacogdoches, Texas; Colin (Deborah) of Lovettsville, Virginia; seventeen 
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 

Timm 2021 Jerome P. Timm (88) of Fargo, North Dakota, passed away August 4, 2021, at Touchmark at Harwood Groves in Fargo. 
He was born on January 4, 1933, in Kensal, North Dakota to parents Leo and Anna Timm. He went to college at North 
Dakota State University (NDSU) earning a Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture in 1959 and a Master's Degree in Horticulture 
in 1963. He was a member of the FarmHouse Fraternity. While attending NDSU, Jerome joined the North Dakota Air 
National Guard and began his training as a fighter pilot. He often said the best time of his life was the years he spent flying 
the F-86 Saber jetfighter and loved to share stories of his adventures. He worked for the USDA-SCS in Larimore, Grand 
Forks County and Valley City in Barnes County, all in North Dakota. Jerome is survived by his daughter Kristy (Bradley) 
Walters, his son, Joby Timm and daughter, Cindy (Andy) Wieland, and five grandchildren. 

Ufford 2022 Calvin Richard Ufford (95) of Overbrook, Kansas (formerly of Oberlin, Kansas) passed away January 28, 2022, in 
Overbrook, Kansas, with his family by his side. Calvin was born May 15, 1926, to Richard Herbert and Bertha Mae (Peters) 
Ufford. He was raised southwest of Oberlin on the farm his grandfather homesteaded in 1874. He attended Kansas State 
University. Calvin married Ruth JoAnn Lincoln on October 28, 1949, in Oberlin. He was a veteran of World War II, serving 
in the U.S. Navy as a motor machinist mate third class, and was honorably discharged June 3, 1946. He returned to Oberlin 
and worked for the USDA-SCS. He later moved to Hiawatha for eight years, and then to Overbrook for 11 years. He retired 
as a construction inspector in 1981, after 35 years of service. Calvin provided leadership to Boy Scout troops in Oberlin 
and Hiawatha for many years. In addition, he served nine years on the Overbrook City Council and twice served as 
Overbrook Mayor, April 1977 to April 1979, and again June 1985 to June 1987. He was well-known for his hobbies of 
hunting Indian artifacts, collecting antiques, woodworking and restoring antique tractors. He was a member of the 
Overbrook United Methodist Church, the American Legion, and the Mini-Sappa Antique Club of Oberlin. Calvin was 
preceded in death by a son, Michael, in 1951; and his wife, JoAnn, in 2011. He is survived by his son, Richard Ufford 
(Wendy), of Carbondale, Kansas; his daughter, Janie Rutherford (Rob Roy Rutherford III), of Berryton, Kansas; five 
grandchildren, Shannon Warthen, Sara Ufford, Corey Ufford, Rob Roy Rutherford IV, and James Rutherford; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Waliser 2022 George F. Waliser (88) Bismarck, ND, passed away February 5, 2022, at his home at Edgewood on Dominion in Bismarck. 
George was born on a farm near Selfridge, North Dakota on August 5, 1933. George hired on with USDA-SCS (SCS) at 
Ashley, North Dakota in 1955 as a Field Technician, transferring to Washburn, North Dakota in 1960. He ran the SCS office 
in New Town, North Dakota, in 1976-77, then he transferred to the Bismarck State Office as a Draftsman until retiring in 



ARCSE Newsletter, Vol. 49, No. 2  March/April 2022 

Page 36 of 36 (email version) 

1990. He was awarded a plaque in Washburn for planting over 2 million trees in his career. George is survived by his best 
friend of over 30 years, Mary Bertch, of Bismarck; children, Timothy, of Washburn, North Dakota, Michael (Ana), of 
Lompoc, California, Susan Corwin, of Portland, Oregon, and Paul (Janelle) of Bismarck. 

Willis 2022 Clifford E. Willis (79) of Bowling Green, Kentucky, passed away January 7, 2022. Cliff served in the U.S. Army after 
graduation from Warren County High School. He retired in 2001 from the USDA-NRCS where he was employed for over 
35 years as a Conservation Engineering Technician. He was an avid golfer who won many tournaments throughout his life. 
He was a member of Eastwood Baptist Church and enjoyed his church family. He is survived by his wife, Carol, the love 
of his life and to whom he was married for 58 years, son Michael (Barb), and daughter Missy. He is also survived by 
grandchildren Michael (Crystal), Caj (Valerie), Trey and Morgan (Drew); and 5 great-grandchildren, Carsyn, Cooper, 
Frankie, Charlie, Harvey, and Sarah. 
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