
In Memoriam 
Recent Postings, FRIENDS REMEMBERED 

We sadly miss the following members of the SCS/NRCS family who have passed away. 

Our sympathy and prayers are with their families and friends. 

Please email Paul Benedict at soilwarden@verizon.net.  to report recent In Memoriam notices. 

This page shows RECENT remembrances only. 

For a listing of ALL notices collected by YEAR, click here. 

To see a listing of ALL notices ALPHABETICALLY, click here. 

Last updated 7/24/2022 

 

Surname Year In-Memoriam (Note: These are recent notices. For a complete list, please see www.arcse.org) 

Carpenter 2022 Kenneth Elba Carpenter (66) of Fort Collins, Colorado passed away unexpectedly on May 24, 2022, at his residence.  
He was born January 5, 1956 to Hestel “Corky” Carpenter and Mary Elizabeth Holmes in Charleston, West Virginia.  
Ken earned a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering at West Virginia University before joining the USDA-Soil 
Conservation Service in the late 1970s as a civil engineer.  In 1992, he joined the new Technology Information Systems 
Division as a software project manager when the agency consolidated its information technology function to Fort 
Collins, where it became part of the Natural Resources Research Center in Fort Collins, a federal government 
reinvention initiative with Colorado State University.  Ken managed the development, deployment, and maintenance 
of conservation engineering software used throughout the agency. His influence is reflected in the portfolio of 
engineering applications available today at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/?cid=nrcs144p2_029573. In the 
years prior to his retirement, Ken managed the testing and release of software across all technical disciplines for 
NRCS.  He is survived by his lifelong friend and partner Michelle, their three children: Kenny Carpenter (Michelle 
Grigsby) of Fort Collins, Colorado; Kyle Carpenter (Laura) and grandson expected in the fall of Washington, New 
Jersey; and Megan Carpenter (Eli Peterson) of Greeley, Colorado; as well as siblings Richard Carpenter of Dunbar, 
West Virginia and Janet Runion of Sissonville, West Virginia.  Several NRCS and USDA co-workers and friends 
attended a celebration of his life held May 29, 2022.  Ken will be missed. 

Eddy 2022 John Irvin Eddy (74) of Westover, West Virginia, passed away June 8, 2022, at his home after a battle with pulmonary 
fibrosis. John was born Oct. 7, 1947, in Sistersville, West Virginia, a son of the late Bernard Eddy and Ruth 
Henderson Eddy. John retired as a civil engineer at the Morgantown State Office for the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service with many years of service. He also spent many years on the Tri-Ag Credit Union Board. In his 
spare time, John also enjoyed being outdoors, fishing, and spending time with his grandchildren. John is survived by 
his wife, Linda Gorby Eddy; one daughter, Shannon (Kirk) Wissmar, of Westover; three grandchildren, Reese 
Wissmar, Audrey Wissmar and Waylon Earl Eddy. John was preceded in death by his son, Craig Matthew Eddy. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made in John’s memory to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation, 
230 East Ohio St. Suite 500, Chicago, IL 60611. Graveside services were held at Greenlawn Memorial Park in New 
Martinsville.   

Flock 2021 Phillip Wayne Flock (73) of Madison, Kansas, died peacefully at his home on March 3, 2021, with his wife of 51 years 
by his side. Phillip was born May 4, 1947, in Eureka, Kansas, the son of Virgil Wayne and Phyllis Orvilla (Totland) 
Flock. He received an associate degree in Welding from Butler County Community College. In May 1968, Phillip joined 
the Army National Guard and served on active duty with the 69th Infantry Brigade from May 1968 thru August 1969 at 
Fort Carson, Colorado. He met his future wife, Carol Ann Storrer through 4-H, and they were united in marriage 
February 15, 1970. In 1980 they purchased Carol Ann’s family farm, where they continued to live. Early in his career 
Phillip worked for Hesston Manufacturing, Stephens Dairy, as a ranch hand for his aunt, Gladys Totland, and then 
for the USDA-National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) where he worked as a soil conservation technician. 
He spent his entire life being a wonderful steward of the land and livestock that God blessed him with. Phillip worked 
tirelessly to improve his home place and planting all the pasture ground back to native grass. Phillip and Carol Ann 
won the Farm Family of the Year in 2008. He was a Greenwood County Farm Bureau Member and Board member; 
Kansas Farm Bureau member, serving on several statewide committees; KLA member; past Greenwood County 
Cattlemen’s President; Eureka Jaycees; Young Farmers and Ranchers; and Greenwood County Fair Board. He 
supported 4-H activities his entire life. He was a member of the Central Christian Church of Madison, Kansas, where 
he served as a Deacon. Phillip is survived by his wife, Carol Ann; daughters: Erin (Reece) Laurie of Ottawa, Kansas; 
and Joanna (Darin) Mason of Hamilton, Kansas; four grandchildren: Wayne Laurie, Ryan Laurie, Lydia Mason, 
and Elias Mason; and great-granddaughter, Elizabeth Laurie. 

Gaudette 2022 Former ARCSE Member Rosemary “Rosie” (Rinehart) Gaudette of Altoona, Iowa, passed away Tuesday June 7, 
2022, in Des Moines, Iowa. Rosie was born February 29, 1940, in St. Joseph, Missouri to Cecil and Mary (Chumbly) 
Rinehart. Rosie moved to Washington, D.C. following her high school graduation, where she worked for the Navy 
Department. There she met Robert “Bob” O. Gaudette. They were united in marriage on June 2nd, 1962, in 
Washington, D.C. In 1966 they moved to Columbus, Ohio where they were blessed with two children: Jon and Debra. 
In 1972 they moved to Iowa where Rosie went to work for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service Iowa State Office as 
a financial analyst, until she retired in 1994. Rosie’s love of books led her to work and then volunteer at the Altoona 
Public Library. Rosie is survived by her husband of 60 years, Robert “Bob” Gaudette of Pleasant Hill, Iowa. Additional 
survivors include her adult children Jon (Tammy) Gaudette of Runnells, Iowa; Debra Mikkelson of Atchison, Kansas; 
and four grandchildren Devin (Marie) Gaudette, Alex Gaudette, Markelle Mikkelson, and Anna Mikkelson. She 
was preceded in death by her son-in-law Mark Mikkelson. 

Gelhen 2022 Former ARCSE Member Carolyn Jane Gelhen (79) of Broomall, Pennsylvania, passed away on April 9, 2022. She 
had suffered a stroke and a fall in March. Carolyn was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 22, 1942, the 
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daughter of the late Norman and Harriette (nee Scott) Van Artsdalen. Carolyn had worked for the USDA-Soil 
Conservation Service at the Northeast Technical Center in the Soil Survey Unit in Upper Darby, then Broomall, and 
finally Chester, Pennsylvania. She was the wife of the late Timothy D. Gehlan. 

Harney 2022 Bill R. Harney (82) of Perry, Oklahoma passed away on June 21, 2022, at his home with his faithful caregiver and 
wife Jan by his side. He was born November 3, 1939, in Ponca City, Oklahoma to Lee Ross and Grace Jeanette 
(Miller) Harney. He grew up on the family farm south of Ponca with his three brothers before graduating from Ponca 
City High school in 1958. He went on to earn his degree in Agricultural Science from Oklahoma State University in 
January of 1963. Bill and the former Jan Leathers were married on November 17, 1962, in Ponca City. He worked for 
the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly Soil Conservation Service) for 42 years as a soil 
conservationist. He began his work in Atoka, Oklahoma and later served the Oklahoma communities of Cherokee, 
Enid, Alva, Perry, Medford, Newkirk, and Tahlequah. He retired from the Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
2004 but continued to work on the family farm growing wheat, cattle, and horses until his health wouldn’t allow. He 
was a hard worker and enjoyed being outside growing and fixing things. He could fix just about anything, including 
things around the house, tractors, cars, and gadgets of all kinds. He would always stop along the highway to help 
anyone who was having car trouble and get them rolling again. They would thank him and offer to pay, but he would 
always refuse and say, “Just stop and help the next guy when you can.” He was preceded in death by his son Douglas 
Harney in 2005. Bill is survived by his wife, Jan, who faithfully cared for him through his health challenges. He is also 
survived by his daughter Jo Ewy (Erron) of Edmond, Oklahoma, and Gina Harney (Steve McFarlane) of McKinney, 
Texas. He is also survived by grandchildren Brooke Ketch, Bryce Ewy, Oliver Prows, Willow McFarlane, and River 
McFarlane as well as great grandchildren Keegan Ketch and Kaiden Ketch.  

Hodges 2022 Luther Pat Hodges (90) of Chickasha, Oklahoma, passed away May 17, 2022. Pat was born March 18, 1932, in 
Tuttle, Oklahoma, to Gertie Effie Hodges (Hutchison) and Marvin Luther Hodges. On December 2, 1950, he 
married Nettie Virginia Fleming, a girl he had known since 3rd grade. In the late 1950s, Pat began a long career 
working for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service as an engineering technician, and he and Nettie moved to Chickasha. 
For the first 15 years or so, he was an integral part of the survey crew, traveling all over the state of Oklahoma, 
surveying the creeks and rivers to map out and build flood-control lakes. When an old back injury got the best of him, 
he finished his career in the Chickasha office drawing intricate maps of the very lakes he had helped create. He loved 
to fish and quail hunt, and he and Nettie became avid square dancers. Pat retired from the Soil Conservation Service 
in the mid-eighties and later worked part-time for his son Rick at the gas station, at Motor Service delivering parts, 
and finally at AutoZone. Pat is survived by his wife Nettie, all four of his children and their spouses, ten grandchildren, 
eleven great-grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild, numerous nieces and nephews, cousins, and friends, and his 
dog China. 

Hoopes 2022 Pauline Frances Hoopes (88) of Anthony, Kansas, passed away May 8, 2022. Pauline was the spouse of retired 
USDA-Soil Conservation Service employee Francis S. Hoopes, who retired in 1988 as a Civil Engineer (Water 
Management Specialist) in the Kansas State Office in Salina, Kansas. Pauline was born January 21, 1934, on the 
family farm. She went on a blind date in 1954, and a few weeks later her date, Francis Hoopes, was called to serve 
over seas. Pauline awaited his return in 1956, so the two could share a lifetime of happiness together. They married 
on June 2, 1957. Pauline spent most of her life as a homemaker and farm wife.  She was a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Anthony.  She loved gardening and canning.  She quilted, making many heirlooms for her family and friends. 

Johnson 2022 Anita Johnson (83) of Mt. Sterling, Kentucky passed away Friday, May 13, 2022, at her residence. Anita was the 
widow of the late Ray Johnson, former Area Conservationist for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service, who passed 
away December 23, 2020. She was born in Sandy Hook, Kentucky on December 16, 1939, to the late Ernest Adkins 
and Maxine Fannin. She was a member Rolling Hills Church of Christ and a Worthy Matron of Eastern Star. She 
retired from Commonwealth Urology as Insurance Billing Manager after 10 years. She is survived by a son, James 
Kevin Johnson of Mt. Sterling; a daughter, Kimberly Barnes (Steve) of Mt. Sterling; and three grandchildren. 

Lamarca 2022 Chilean Farmer and No-Till Legend Carlos Crovetto Lamarca (89) of Florida passed away June 17, 2022, at his 
home. According to the Argentine newspaper La Nacion, he was born in the city of Concepción, Chile, taking charge 
of the family farm called “Chequén” at an early age. As early as the 1950s, he recognized that tillage was the main 
cause of soil erosion and degradation. He radically changed the management of his soils and production methods, 
ceasing to till his soils. He planted trees on the most limited soils of his property, or permanent grasslands for cattle 
ranching on the rest. He freely and generously shared his ideas, knowledge, and experiences with countless producers 
from around the world. He devoted years of traveling the world to participate in various exchange activities, spreading 
his ideas and experiences with passion for soil conservation. He wrote many technical articles and published three 
books, including Stubble Over the Soil: The Vital Role of Plant Residue in Soil Management to Improve Soil Quality, 
describing his knowledge and documenting his experiences. He visited the United States several times in the 1980s 
and 1990s, working with Dr. David Schertz, Dr. Jerry Lemunyon, Mike Hubbs, and many others to promote the 
adoption of no-till. 

Latshaw 2022 Gerald Jesse Latshaw (87) of Omak, Washington passed away in April of 2022. Jerry was born May 3, 1934, in 
Okanogan, Washington to Edward and Violet Latshaw. He graduated from Okanogan High School as class president 
in 1953 going on to Washington State University to earn a degree in agricultural sciences. After serving 1 year in the 
United States Army, he went to work for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service which began a 30-year career beginning 
in Okanogan and which took him to Pennsylvania, Texas and finally to Portland Oregon where he retired as State Soil 
Scientist. Upon retirement he moved back to his beloved valley and settled in Omak, Washington where he enjoyed 
fishing, gardening, and meeting old friends for coffee. Survivors include his wife, Sharon; children, Becky, Wayne, 
Matt, Debbie, and Jan; four grandchildren; and five nieces and nephews. 

Leab 2022 Former ARCSE Member Roger Jay Leab (75) of King, North Carolina, passed away suddenly on May 18, 2022, in a 
tractor accident on his property. Roger was born in Salisbury, North Carolina on February 19, 1947, to Joseph C. 
Leab and Mildred Hall Leab. Roger received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Geology from Catawba College in 1969. 
He continued in this field working for Kerr McGee Corp. in New Mexico and Wyoming in uranium mining. He then 
furthered his education, obtaining a Bachelor of Science degree in Soil Science from North Carolina Agricultural and 
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Technical State University (A&T State University) in 1975. This began a successful career as a soil scientist, working 
for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service for 37 years. He was the Major Land Resource Area Office 
Leader when he retired in 2010. Roger was known to be a hard worker in anything he attempted to do. During his 
entire career he was always a very devoted family man. He coached baseball for his 3 sons in both Elizabethtown and 
King, North Carolina. He enjoyed life, family, friends, sports, fishing, gardening, and working on his many projects. 
After retiring, one of his primary projects was working tirelessly to fix up his "happy place" at High Rock Lake, a lifelong 
dream. Roger is survived by his wife, Rebecca Lindsay Leab; his 3 sons, Keith Fulk (Roxy), Eddie Fulk, Joshua 
Leab (Whitney); 5 grandchildren, Kenneth Fulk, Hannah Willis, Bridgette, Griffin, and Payne Leab; as well as 2 
great grandchildren, River and Atlas Willis. 

Lines 2022 Ivan Lines Jr. (79) of Spokane, Washington, passed away April 9, 2022. Ivan was born in Stockton, California March 
21, 1943, to Ivan and Emma Lines. "Papa," as he was called, was an avid outdoorsman who spent his life working to 
restore waterfowl habitats. He worked for the USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service after graduating from 
Humboldt State University with a degree in Wildlife Management, most of it as State Biologist in the Washington State 
Office, engaged with on-the-ground stream restoration, upland game habitat development, helping protect sage 
grouse habitat, and improving diversity in biological “deserts.” He was most proud of his 10 years with Ducks Unlimited 
restoring wetlands in Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho. Ivan was a founding member of the Ducks Unlimited 
Shoot at the Spokane Gun Club and a lifetime member. He taught his sons to love the outdoors, despite the different 
ways they both enjoy it. Ivan would spend days fly-fishing for Steelhead and be thrilled to just get a bite. To him, it was 
a good day when he was setting duck decoys in the morning darkness and listening to the birds whistling overhead. 
Sometimes he would get a limit and then spend another hour calling ducks into his set just to watch them land. There 
was always a hunting dog (or two) by his side. Ivan's family and friends will remember his more memorable quotes: 
Fly Fishing- "You catch more fish with the fly in the water." ...he was not impressed by fancy casting techniques.  
Turkey Hunting- "Put some Benelli on 'em." ...his favorite Italian-made shotgun.  Duck Hunting- "As long as there's 
lead in the air, there's hope." He was preceded in death by his brother Greg Lines. Ivan is survived by his wife of 56 
years, Mary Dickel; sons John Lines (Becky), Peter Lines, (Christy); and his granddaughters Annaliese and 
Madelyn. 

Maculaitis 2022 Teena M. Maculaitis (66) of Mountain Top, Pennsylvania, passed away June 2, 2022, at Geisinger Wyoming Valley 
Medical Center in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. Teena was born in Blossburg, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Donald 
and Faye Llewellyn Lamonski. She was the wife of retired USDA-Natural Conservation Service employee Richard 
Maculaitis, who worked as a District Conservationist in Plymouth, Pennsylvania. She is survived by her husband.  

Minnick 2022 Berta Minnick (86) of Walnut Creek, California, passed aways April 23, 2022 after a short bout with cancer. She was 
the wife of Edwin L. Minnick, retired State Conservation Engineer in Michigan for the USDA-Soil Conservation 
Service. Edwin retired in 1988. Berta was born on 05/04/1935.  

Newcombe 2022 Dora Ellen Newcombe (69) of Baldwinsville, New York passed away peacefully on April 19, 2022, at Elderwood of 
Liverpool in Liverpool, New York. Dora was born January 17, 1953, to James Johnson Newcombe and Lillian 
Weykman Newcombe. Dora graduated from Bryant and Stratton College. She retired from the USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service as a Computer Specialist. Dora was predeceased by her parents. She is survived 
by her cousins. 

Philbin 2022 Former USDA-Soil Conservation Service employee James “Jim” Woodward Philbin (71) of San Rafael, California 
passed away unexpectedly February 12, 2022, at his home, of natural causes. Jim was born in Glen Cove, New York. 
He graduated from California Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, California with a degree in Agricultural 
Management, and later obtained a Batchelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Cal State University, Northridge. After 
working for many years with the USDA-Soils Conservation Service throughout California, Jim settled in Sebastopol, 
California, with his wife Maria, and their two young daughters, and started his own landscape construction business. 
He was involved in a variety of service work, including work with the Wilderness Youth Project in Santa Barbara, 
California, and Inner Light Ministries near Santa Cruz, California. He is survived by his daughters, Katie (Blake) and 
Hanna (Michael); his former wife and lifelong friend, Maria; and his grandchildren, George, Isabel, and Eleanor. 

Schwant 2022 Eldon William Schwant (78) of Seneca, Kansas, passed away June 12, 2022, at Crestview Nursing and Residential 
Living in Seneca.  He had been a resident of Crestview Manor since 2017. He was born March 11, 1944 in 
Westmoreland, Kansas, the oldest of four children, to Lester and Louise (Krohn) Schwant. He attended Kansas 
State University and in 1967 received a bachelor’s degree in Agriculture. Eldon married Betty Mae Schwartz on 
October 9, 1966, at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Wheaton, Kansas. They celebrated 50 years of marriage in 2016. He 
and his family spent the early years of his career in soil conservation in the communities of Clay Center, Osborne, and 
Yates Center, Kansas. In 1976 he accepted a position with the USDA-Soil Conservation Service in Seneca as the 
District Conservationist. He held that position for the next 28 years, retiring in 2004. After retirement Eldon returned to 
the NRCS office and worked on a part-time basis until 2017. He took a lot of pride in his career. One of his proudest 
accomplishments was the development of the Centralia Lake, which was completed in 1990. He was a member of the 
First Lutheran Church in Sabetha, Kansas. Eldon was proceeded in death by his wife, Betty, in 2017. He is survived 
by three children: daughters Lori Jones of Camden Point, Missouri; Amy Isaacs (Matthew) of Tonganoxie, Kansas; 
and son Scott Schwant (Kristina) of Holts Summit, Missouri; nine grandchildren: Nathan, Noah, Sara, and Hanna 
Hale; Tucker, Adam, and Sage Isaacs; and Gavin and Payten Schwant.  

Sepelak 2022 Lee Sepelak (71) of Maine, New York, passed away peacefully on May 17, 2022, at his home. He was born September 
4, 1950, to Frank and Irene Sepelak. He was a retired Technician for the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation 
Service where he worked with the Broome County Soil and Water Conservation District in Binghamton, New York for 
30 years. Lee was known by all for his kindness and his smile. He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Kathy 
(Surace); his son, Jacob; his daughter, Rebecca; his grandson, Dylan among other family and friends.  

Smith 2022 Rodrick “Rod” Edgar Smith (79) of Nancy, Kentucky passed away suddenly on May 15, 2022, at his home. Rod 
was the husband of Peggy Smith, retired Human Resources Specialist in the Kentucky State Office of the USDA-Soil 
Conservation Service. Peggy retired in 1994. Rod was born on June 27, 1942, in Trimble, Ky, to the late Jacob F. 
Smith and Adria F. Smith. He worked for Trane Company in Lexington, Kentucky. He was a member of White Oak 



Baptist Church. He is survived by his wife of nearly 58 years, Peggy; daughter, Kimber (Bobby) Thomas; and three 
grandchildren. 

Sosbe 2022 Howard P. Sosbe Jr. (65) of Connersville, Kentucky, passed away June 1, 2022, after a long illness. He was born in 
Harrison County, Kentucky on February 17, 1956, to the late Howard P. Sosbe, Sr. and Frances Wagoner Sosbe. 
He was retired from the USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service where he worked as a Soil Conservation 
Technician. In years past he and his black and white 1967 Chevrolet water truck, on which he put over 650,000 miles, 
were a familiar sight all around Harrison County. He was an avid collector of Chevrolet trucks and antique Ford tractors 
and was a born storyteller. He is survived by his wife of nearly 40 years, Pamela Jean Sosbe; a son, John Sosbe 
(Whitney); and one granddaughter, Annaleigh Frances Sosbe. 

Spencer 2022 Alan Charles Spencer (67) of Clarkston. Utah, passed away on March 18, 2022, from a heart attack resulting from 
congestive heart failure. Alan was born in American Fork, Utah on October 20, 1954, to Ralph H. and Betty G. 
Spencer. He developed a passion for archaeology early and spent many childhood days by Utah lake looking for 
fossils and arrowheads. By 15, Alan was a crew chief with the BYU archaeology field school in Southern Utah, and at 
17 he graduated from American Fork High School. After spending his summer with the American Archaeological 
Expedition to Petra, Alan started his scholastic career at BYU as a second semester sophomore. From there, Alan 
served an LDS Mission to the Dallas/Fort Worth area, and upon his return to BYU completed his bachelor’s degree 
with honors, and would later go on to earn his Masters’ and PH.D. from the University of Leicester in Leicester, 
England. Alan married Leesa Gurney in the Salt Lake LDS Temple on June 25,1982 and, having accepted a job with 
the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service in Portland, Oregon, Alan and Leesa embarked on a grand 
adventure that would take them first to the Pacific Northwest for 24 years, where he worked as a Cultural Resources 
Officer at the West National Technical Center. Then they moved to Little Rock, Arkansas for 14 years where Alan 
worked at the National Water Management Center. After retirement in 2014, they moved to the Cache Valley of Utah, 
settling in the small town of Clarkston. Alan is survived by his wife, Leesa, his three daughters, two sons, 12 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. An incredibly brilliant man, his vast treasure trove of knowledge on any 
subject, his quirky sense of humor, his laugh, and his love will be sorely missed by his family and by all who knew him. 

Trayvick 2022 Johnny Clarence Trayvick, Sr. (75) of Phenix City, Alabama passed away April 22, 2022. Johnny was born August 
29, 1946, in Atmore, Alabama and graduated as Valedictorian for the class of 1964 from Escambia County Training 
School in Atmore. He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Agronomy and Chemistry at Alabama Agricultural & 
Mechanical University in Normal, Alabama near Huntsville; and he later took courses in auto mechanics and 
accounting at the University of Alabama. Johnny was drafted into the United States Army in 1969 and served a tour 
of duty in Vietnam. He was a proud veteran and received the National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Combat Infantryman Badge, and Air Medal. Johnny worked as a Soil Survey Project Leader with the USDA-Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) from June 1968 until his retirement in 2005, except for service in the U.S. Army. During 
his career with the SCS he worked in the Alabama counties of Bullock, Dallas, Tuscaloosa, Sumter, Russell, Macon, 
Tallapoosa, and Barbour. Johnny received Certificates of Merit in 1982 and 1997 and spot awards in 1998 and 1999. 
Johnny was an active member of Franchise Missionary Baptist Church where he was an avid Sunday School teacher, 
dedicated deacon, trustee, and faithful friend to many. Many people enjoyed Johnny during his role of Jesus for 
Franchise Missionary Baptist Church’s Resurrection Cantata. As a steward of the land and for the beauty of God’s 
earth, he provided lawn care to the grounds of his church. Survivors include his wife, Sharon Davison Trayvick; 
children, Johnny C. Trayvick, Jr., Michael Hatcher, Denise Trayvick, Stephanie (Reginald, Sr.) Williams, 
LaBronda Riley, Tangia Riley and Sonjia (Rocky) Roberts; grandchildren; and great-grandchildren. 

Wagner 2021 Marcella Irene Wagner (87) of Antlers, Oklahoma, passed away November 8, 2021, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
She was the widow of Billy J. Wagner, former State Office Soil Scientist for the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service who passed away in 2010. Marcella was born in Tuskahoma, Oklahoma to Robert Dewey 
Kimberlin and Willie Lee (Barnard) Kimberlin on September 16, 1934. Marcella and Billy were married on March 
30, 1956. She was a faithful and devoted member of Antlers First Baptist Church. Marcella enjoyed reading, history, 
sewing, antiquing, storytelling, baking, cooking, and any time spent with her family was her absolute favorite. She 
loved feeding people. She is preceded in death by her husband Billy Wagner and son, Eric Wagner. She is survived 
by her children: Marcia Pitman of Homer, Louisiana; Leah Kyrk of Saginaw, Texas; Eva Willingham of Nashville, 
Tennessee; and Lana Wagner of Albuquerque, New Mexico; 10 grandchildren and multiple great-grandchildren. 

Weeks 2022 John Waldo Weeks (72) of Nampa, Idaho, passed away peacefully May 21, 2022, after a long and courageous battle 
with leiomyosarcoma cancer with family and the family dog Evie at his side. John was born in Caldwell, Idaho, on Dec. 
6, 1949, to (Waldo) Ingle and Margaret Weeks. He attended college at University of Idaho and Boise State University. 
In 1972 he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. He remained on active duty for 8 years. During those years he 
attended college at the University of Oklahoma and Arizona Western College. John married his high school sweetheart 
Gerry (Motichka) on July 10, 1972. John and Gerry would have celebrated their golden 50th anniversary this year. 
He belonged to Boone Memorial Presbyterian Church. In his professional career, his work involved installing and 
maintaining water monitoring systems all over the United States, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Thailand. He worked for 
Sutron Corp. and Vitel, Inc, as a contractor to the Bureau of Reclamation while living in Caldwell. In 2002 John and 
Gerry moved to Beaverton, Oregon, when he began working for Stevens Water Monitoring in Beaverton. In 2004 he 
began his career with the Federal Government working for the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service’s 
National Water and Climate Center in Portland, Oregon, where he became the Lead Technician keeping the Snotel 
system working. After retiring in 2019, they moved to Nampa, Idaho to be near family. He is survived by his wife Gerry; 
daughters Shawna Weeks, Marcella (Ryan) Frasier and Janet (Joshua) Orr, grandchildren Zadie Fross, Erica 
Frasier, Emily Frasier; Eli Orr and Grace Orr. 

Willis 2022 William Edward “Bill” Willis II (79) of New Virginia, Iowa, passed away April 18, 2022. Bill was born in Estherville, 
Iowa on March 18, 1943, to William Edward Willis and Mary Marguerite Farnnham Willis.  Bill grew up on a small 
farm on the east edge of St. Joseph, Missouri.  He received a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture from the 
University of Missouri in 1966 and went to work for the USDA-Soil Conservation Service (SCS). Bill worked for the 
SCS at locations in Missouri at Clinton, Bethany and Charleston before moving to Decorah, Iowa in 1970.  In 1973, 
Bill moved to Atlantic, Iowa where he was the District Conservationist until 1993 when he retired from the SCS.  In 



1997, he formed Willis Dirtwork. In 1999, Bill and his wife, Mary, relocated to a farm outside of New Virginia, Iowa.  
For more than the next two decades, Bill through his dirt working business, literally helped shape the land in the 
communities surrounding the New Virginia area. Throughout his adult life, Bill was actively engaged in service to his 
community.  He was President of the Atlantic Lions Club and three-term Mayor of the town of Wiota, Iowa.  In 2003, 
Bill became a trustee for Squaw Creek Township, in which capacity he served the residents of the township 
continuously for nineteen years.  Bill was instrumental in the beautification of the township’s three pioneer cemeteries, 
helping to oversee improvement of the grounds, fence, and flagpoles. In 2008, Bill joined the Board of Directors of 
Clarke Electric Cooperative, where he served until his death. Bill is survived by his wife, Mary Ann Willis, his sons, 
Chris Willis of Independence, Missouri and Jeff (Kelly) Willis of Shelby, Nebraska; a step-daughter, Kimberly Dawn 
(Scott) Thomas; six grandchildren, three step-grandchildren, and a step great-grandson. 

 


